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Three railroad crossings in the southern 
portion of St. Lucie County will beco-

me quiet zones crossings.  Beginning Sep-
tember 1, train horns will no longer routi-
nely sound for any approaching passenger 
or freight trains, the first locations on the   
Treasure Coast.

To be considered for this designation, 

county-maintained rail crossings need to 
meet several criteria: Limited pedestrian 
use of the crossing; four-quadrant gates 
need to be in place; and there must not be 
any vehicle stacking issues or intersections 
near the crossing. The safety record at the 
crossings must not show frequent acci-
dents.

Based on these criteria Midway Road, 
Walton Road, and Riverview Drive were se-
lected to become 24-hour quiet zones.

Since Brightline passenger high speed 
rail operations began in September 2023, 
the number of trains that run through St. 
Lucie County daily has grown significantly.

Rail crossings at Midway Road, Walton Road, and Riverview Drive will become quiet zones beginning September 1.

St. Lucie County designates three 
rail crossings as quiet zones
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PAVEMENT MANAGEMENT PLAN
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What roads are included in the 
Pavement Management Plan?
For the initial survey, all 200 miles of arterial 
and collector roads owned and maintained by 
St. Lucie County were included.

Learn more about the pavement
management plan here.

Have a question?
•	 Email publicworks@stlucieco.gov and 

we may include it in a future newsletter!

St. Lucie County Public Works staff were 
recently alerted to a situation in the west-
bound travel lane of Edwards Road, west of 
Sunrise Boulevard. A small depression had 
begun to develop in the pavement. 

An investigation by the Engineering Di-
vision determined that the existing 66-inch 
pipe had several failed joints in the pipes and 
the connection to the manhole box structure 
was also failing. The box had sunk approxi-

mately four inches in the sidewalk surface, 
causing the hole to form.

Concerns that heavy rainfall would exa-
cerbate the situation led the Board of County 
Commissioners to approve an emergency 
culvert repair. PRP Construction Group was 
contracted to repair the culvert pipes, man-
hole structure, sidewalk and pavement.

Work is expected to be completed on or 
before September 19.

Work takes place on the emergency culvert repair on Edwards Road on August 15.

What’s happening on Edwards Road? 
What are arterial and collector 
roads?
Arterial roads are major thoroughfares de-
signed to move high numbers of people, goods, 
and services over longer distances. These can 
include evacuation routes. Collector roads are 
characterized by movement within a vicinity or 
region.

How does it work?
The St. Lucie County Public Works Depart-
ment hired Infrastructure Management Ser-
vices (IMS) in 2023/2024 to help develop a 
new pavement management plan. IMS col-
lected data related to road rideability, surface 
distress, structural integrity, and the overall 
geometry of roadways. That information gives 
each road segment a Pavement Condition In-
dex (PCI) score that will ultimately help deter-
mine when and what type of road maintenance 
strategy is appropriate.

School’s back!
Anthony Spataro (right), Traffic Op-

erations Supervisor with the St. Lucie 
County Road and Bridge Division checks 
a school zone signal near White City Ele-
mentary School on August 8. Before the 
start of the new school year, Spataro and 
Chase Politowski, Traffic Signal Tech-
nician, tested 18 signals across the nine 
school zones the county maintains. With 
schools back in session, we urge drivers 
to use extra caution on our roads.
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Bridge repairs continued to take place 
along Johnston Road over South Florida Wa-
ter Management District (SFWMD) Canal 25 
in August. 

Throughout the month, work has taken 
place on pile jackets on the southbound lane 
of the bridge. The process involves creating 
a protective encasement around the existing 
supports to help prevent damage and extend 
their service life. Once the existing pile has 
been cleaned and its surface prepared, work-
ers constructed a form around it. Concrete was 
poured into that frame to reinforce the struc-
ture.

Additionally, the contractor has been 
busy installing rubble riprap to help stabi-
lize the banks and replacing the guardrail on 
the southbound side of the bridge. Once the 
guardrail and pile jackets are complete, work 
will shift to the northbound lane. At that time, 
motorists can also expect the lane closure to 
shift. Please use extra caution in the area.

Design and construction of this project is 

funded by the Half-Cent Infrastructure 
Sales Tax.

Additional improvements on the road, 
north of Meadowood Golf & Tennis Club, are 
also in the works. Culvert pipes at Fort Pierce 
Farms Water Canal District (FPFWCD) Canals 
16 and 17 are reaching the end of their service 
life and need to be replaced. Each 48-inch cor-
rugated metal pipe (CMP) will be upgraded 
to a 10-foot by six-foot concrete box culvert. 
These larger culverts will improve drainage in 
the area. Revenue from the Half-Cent Infra-
structure Sales Tax will also fund this project.

The 2018 voter-approved Half-Cent In-
frastructure Sales Tax initiative helps 
improve roads and bridges, build more side-
walks, and supports water quality projects in 
unincorporated St. Lucie County, Port St. Luc-
ie, Fort Pierce and St. Lucie Village. Approxi-
mately 25 percent of the revenue is generated 
by non-residents who also use our infrastruc-
ture. Learn more about the initiative and the 
projects it has funded at slchalfcent.org.

Bridge repairs continue 
on Johnston Road

Concrete is poured into a pile jacket form on July 30 at Johnston Road bridge over South Florida 
Water Management District (SFWMD) Canal 25. 

Four culverts along Orange Avenue in 
western St. Lucie County will be replaced 
or removed beginning in September.

A comprehensive study in 2015 identi-
fied the need to evaluate several box cul-
verts along the roadway in the western seg-
ment of the county, between mile marker 
2.2, which is just east of the Okeechobee 
County line, and mile marker 4. It was de-
termined that one culvert needs to be re-
placed, while the remaining three will be 
removed. 

Orange Avenue will remain open during 
construction, but motorists should note the 
following modifications. A temporary di-
version roadway will be constructed at each 
of the culvert sites prior to construction. 
The speed limit within the project area will 
be reduced from 55 MPH to 30 MPH. Dri-
vers are advised to use extra caution.

The 2018 voter-approved Half-Cent 
Infrastructure Sales Tax is providing 
funding for this project.

Work is expected to be completed in 
April 2026.

Orange Avenue
culvert repairs
begin in September

Culverts near Happy Food Grove will be the 
first to be tended to when construction begins.

Keep up with St. Lucie 
County road closures here.
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Business leaders, investors, and economic 
stakeholders recently received an update on 
how the Half-Cent Infrastructure Sur-
tax is benefitting St. Lucie County.

Following an introduction by County Ad-
ministrator George Landry, Public Works 
Director Patrick Dayan, P.E., shared the pre-
sentation with the Economic Development 
Council (EDC) Investor Luncheon on August 
5. Before highlighting some of the successes 
of the 2018 voter-approved sales tax initia-
tive, however, he recalled 2008.

That year, the great recession, plumme-
ting housing values and double-digit unem-
ployment forced the county to begin to shelve 

new capital investment projects. Maintenan-
ce to county-owned 600 miles of road, 60 
traffic signals, and 70 miles of sidewalk had 
to be deferred. 

“To use an analogy, we weren’t rotating 
our tires, changing engine oil, and we weren’t 

going to the dentist to get our teeth cleaned,” 
he explained.

In 2018, St. Lucie County asked resi-
dents what they think. While most counties 
in Florida have some form of infrastructure 
tax, St. Lucie wanted its version to be more 
focused. 

“The initiative that was presented to St. 
Lucie County voters would only apply to 
projects,” said Dayan. “No equipment, sa-
laries, or operational expenses. Only pro-
jects.”

In November 2018, 56 percent of voters 
approved the half-cent surtax for 10 years.
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Half-cent sales tax successes 
shared at EDC luncheon

The 13-acre Melville Road Stormwater Treatment Area Phase 1 project, completed in 2023, received more than $660,000 from the sales tax.

See how the Half-
Cent Infrastructure 
Surtax is helping                                    
St. Lucie County:

slchalfcent.org

CLICK
TO PLAY
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Now seven years in, more than $47 mil-
lion has been invested to improve roadways, 
build more sidewalks, and improve the 
quality of water in our rivers. The half-cent            
sales tax does not apply to all purchases, and 
visitors and tourists contribute approxima-
tely 15 to 20 percent. This funding has also 
helped staff secure an additional $14 million 
in grants and offset revenue to support these 
improvements.

While this is certainly welcome news,     
Dayan also noted how rising maintenance 
costs are affecting these resources. The cost 
of resurfacing a mile of road, for example, has 
nearly doubled over the previous five years.

Still, this has allowed Public Works to ad-
dress work that had been deferred over the 
previous decade.

“We’ve been able to make great strides to-
wards our backlog, and this revenue source 
has been instrumental to accomplish the goal 
of high-quality infrastructure.”

These accomplishments include the re-
paving of 10 miles of Glades Cut Off Road, 
between Carlton Road and the I-95 overpass. 
This project, which was completed in 2022, 
also included new striping and safety edge. 
The half-cent sales tax provided $3,053,131 
for the project. Two miles of Prima Vista 
Boulevard, between Airoso Boulevard and 
U.S. Highway 1, were repaved, and ADA curb 
ramps were installed. The sales tax provided 
more than $2,961,569 towards this project.

More than $700,000 was used in 2021 
and 2022 to help fund the construction of a 
1.26 miles of sidewalk along Oleander Ave-
nue, between Midway Road and Market 
Street. 

The 13-acre Melville Road Stormwater 
Treatment Area Phase 1 project, completed 
in 2023, received more than $660,000 from 
the sales tax. This treatment train connects to 
new and existing infrastructure to improve 
drainage and protect the surrounding neigh-
borhood from flooding.

More than $5.8 million was used towards 
the Keen Road over Taylor Creek bridge re-
placement. A priority of the Board of County 
Commissioners, this project was completed 
in April and gives residents a safe and ef-
ficient travel route for many years to come. 
It included construction of the new bridge, 
roadway paving, rubble riprap installation, 
guardrails, and multimodal improvements 
designed to accommodate future additions 
along Keen Road.

Learn more about the half-cent infra-
structure sales tax at slchalfcent.org.

-- Continued from Page 4

Tax revenue helps improve roads, create more 
sidewalks, and enhance the health of rivers

LEFT:  St. Lucie County Public Works Director 
Patrick Dayan leads a presentation about the 
Half-Cent Infrastructure Sales Tax August 5 at the 
Economic Development Council (EDC) Investor 
Luncheon.

ABOVE: The sales tax provided $704,012 in 
funding to help construct 1.26 miles of sidewalk 
on Oleander Avenue between Midway Road and 
Market Street.
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New asphalt installed on Shinn Road
Asphalt Paving Systems works on the northbound lane of Shinn Road on August 14.

A new layer of asphalt is making rides along Shinn Road a lot 
smoother.

The resurfacing project from Orange Avenue to Midway Road is 
nearly complete. Before the fresh surface was added in August, As-
phalt Paving Systems (APS) pulverized the previous roadway and 
recycled that material to create a stronger base.

That layer was shaped and graded so the road will drain proper-
ly, and heavy rollers compacted it to ensure its foundation is solid.

Once the surface was primed and ready, the new asphalt was 
installed. This project should give motorists on Shinn Road a 
smoother ride for years to come.

The 2018 voter-approved Half-Cent Infrastructure Sales Tax in-
itiative is helping to fund this project. The initiative helps improve 
roads and bridges, build more sidewalks, and supports water quali-
ty projects in unincorporated St. Lucie County, Port St. Lucie, Fort 
Pierce and St. Lucie Village. Learn more at slchalfcent.org.

If you have any questions, or would like additional information, 
please call (772) 462-2511 and select option 1. New asphalt is seen on Shinn Road on August 25.

CLICK
TO PLAY
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“The increase of 32 passenger trains 
per day, in addition to the increase in 
freight, most of which run at night, has 
negatively impacted the quality of life 
for residents that live along the rail-
road and in proximity to highway rail         
grade crossings,” said Patrick Dayan, 
St. Lucie County Public Works Director. 
“We hope these new quiet zones help 
residents rest easier.”

In advance of the increased num-
ber and speeds of the passenger trains, 
Brightline installed significant safety 
improvements at many of the coun-
ty-maintained crossings. Upgrades 
such as four-quadrant gates are now in 
place at a majority of them. Safety im-
provements like these are imperative to 
help mitigate the increased risk caused 
by the absence of a horn.

Being a quiet zone means locomo-
tive horns will not be routinely sounded 
at that crossing. However, a train may 
still sound its horn if the crew determi-
nes it is appropriate to provide warn-

ing.   These scenarios may include if a 
vehicle, person or animal is on or near 
the track, if track or construction wor-
kers are within 25 feet of a live track, or 
other emergencies.

In accordance with Federal regulati-
ons, additional signage denoting lack of 
train horn are in place at approaches to 
the crossings.   Motorists are reminded 
to proceed with awareness and caution 
as the lack of train horn is an adjust-
ment for St. Lucie County’s residents 
and visitors.

Learn more about quiet zones here.

Safety improvements made at quiet zone crossings
Supplemental safety measures, like this quad gate crossing at Walton Road, are necessary before a rail crossing can qualify to become a quiet zone.

-- Continued from Page 1
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Water quality improvements coming to
north St. Lucie County communities

PUBLIC WORKS

TOP:  New dry detention ponds and drainage improvements are seen on August 27 as they take shape in the Harmony Heights 
subdivision. In addition to the ponds, swales are being created and the entire system, once complete, will intercept and treat
unregulated stormwater runoff.

BOTTOM:  St. Lucie County is transforming 16 acres of land along the C-25 Canal and Sheraton Plaza community into a multi-
celled shallow stormwater treatment area (STA). When complete, this 16-acre linear STA will help improve water quality entering 
the Indian River Lagoon from the canal. It is estimated the STA will reduce the amounts of nitrogen and phosphorous entering the 
lagoon by 1,132 pounds per year and 179 pounds per year, respectively. American Rescue Plan Act (ARP) of 2021 funding is benefit-
ting each of these projects, and others around the county. ARP-funded projects are expected to be completed in 2026.
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