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The Indrio Savannahs Wet Pond project received more than $1,000,000 in federal funding from the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.

Indrio Savannahs Wet Pond nearing completion

The Indrio Savannahs Wet Pond construc-
tion project is about 90 percent complete.

The 297-acre Indrio Savannahs preserves
most of the last remaining North Savannahs
freshwater marsh system. An existing 35-acre
man-made lake on the property is a resource
for paddling, fishing, birding, and other types
of recreation.

While a natural flow-way already con-

nected the northernmost lands in St. Lucie
County to Taylor Creek, it bypassed the lake.
This project connected the flow-way to the
lake. In addition, strategically-placed gabion
walls within the treatment pond increase the
length of the flow path. These changes help
to promote nutrient removal and improve
the quality of the water before it enters Tay-
lor Creek.

The treatment pond is located just west of
U.S. Highway 1 and just north of Indrio Road.
Its drainage area includes neighborhoods west
of U.S. Highway 1 north to the county line.

The American Rescue Plan Act of 2021
(ARP) provided more than $1,000,000 of
funding for the project. This is one of sever-
al projects this year that have benefited from
the federal funds.
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Shinn Road repaving has begun

On behalf of St. Lucie County Public
Works, Asphalt Paving Systems (APS) has
begun repaving Shinn Road.

The first stage of the process, full depth
reclamation of the roadway surface, began
July 14 at Orange Avenue and worked south
to Okeechobee Road. Crews then focused
on the northbound lane and made their way
back to Orange Avenue. The segment bet-
ween Okeechobee Road and Midway Road
was also addressed.

Full depth reclamation consists of
pulverizing the existing roadway surface
and reusing that material to create a stron-
ger base before new asphalt is installed. In
addition to crushing and collecting that ma-
terial, the remaining surface is compacted
and remains driveable until asphalt can be

applied.

New asphalt is expected to be installed
beginning in early August, weather permit-
ting.

A lane closure is accompanying this
work, with flaggers directing traffic. Please
use extra caution.

The 2018 voter-approved Half-Cent
Infrastructure Sales Tax initiative is helping
to fund this project. The initiative helps im-
prove roads and bridges, build more side-
walks, and supports water quality projects
in unincorporated St. Lucie County, Port
St. Lucie, Fort Pierce and St. Lucie Village.
Learn more at slchalfcent.org.

If you have any questions, or would
like additional information, please call
(772) 462-2511 and select option 1.

Following the pulverization, the remaining
layer is compacted so it can remain driveable
until asphalt is applied.
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Ysnel Joseph, Maintenance Tech 1, became

County in 2017.
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a full-time embloyee with St. Lucie

Celebrating excellence

St. Lucie County Road and Bridge
Division is proud to recognize Ysnel
Joseph, Maintenance Tech 1, the
employee of the quarter within the
division.

Of this recognition, Derek Moore,
Road and Bridge Division Manager,
writes:

“I'd like to take a moment to con-
gratulate Ysnel Joseph. He began

his journey with St. Lucie County
through Manpower in 2014 and be-
came a full-time employee in 2017.
His positive attitude brings energy
and happiness to our entire team
from the field crews to the office staff.

Thank you, Ysnel Joseph, for al-
lowing us to be part of your journey
and being such a valued member of
the team.”

Want to join St. Lucie County? Find current job openings here.

The main channel span of the bridge is seen in July.

Nighttime pile driving
continues in August

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) be-
gan nighttime pile driving activities in July as part of the
SR AIA North Causeway over the Intracoastal Waterway
(ICWW) Bridge Replacement Project.

The work is scheduled to continue through August 28,
weather permitting. The window for these operations to oc-
cur is between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m. Sunday through Thursday.
Noticeable noise is anticipated.

Because the pile driving is taking place near the Florida
East Coast (FEC) Railway at SR A1A and County Road 605/
Old Dixie Highway, and based on train schedules for that
route, the overnight hours were determined to be the safest
for this activity.

Click here for project updates.

Need to report flooding?

If your neighborhood is experiencing heavy rain AND rapidly
rising water, please do one or all of the following:

e Call 911 and the information will be relayed to county staff;

e Call (772) 462-2511, the Road & Bridge Division. If you are
asked to leave a message, please know that the lines are mo-
nitored 24-7 and staff will get to the location as soon as possi-
ble along with responding to your phone call or text.

e Email flooding@stlucieco.gov. This email is also monitored
closely and staff will get to the location as soon as possible
along with responding to your email.

e For emergency alerts, sign up for Alert St. Lucie.
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Work takes place on the southbound lane and sidewalk on July 15 on the South 25th Street

bridge over Ten Mile Creek.

South 25th Street bridge
repairs under way

Repairs to the South 25th Street bridge
over Ten Mile Creek began July 14.

St. Lucie County selected Kimley-Horn
& Associates, Inc. and Cone & Graham, Inc.
for consulting and construction services,
respectively. The St. Lucie County Engi-
neering Division is managing the project.
Repairs consist of asphalt, curb and gutter,
and sidewalk repair, to the bridge.

Work is focusing initially on the south-
bound lanes with the goal of completing
those by the start of the new school year.
The entire project is estimated to be com-
pleted by mid-September.

Lane closures are expected to shift as
work progresses. Drivers are asked to use
extra caution.

The 2018 voter-approved Half-Cent

Infrastructure Sales Tax initiative is helping
to fund this project. The initiative helps im-
prove roads and bridges, build more side-
walks, and supports water quality projects
in unincorporated St. Lucie County, Port
St. Lucie, Fort Pierce and St. Lucie Village.
Learn more at slchalfcent.org.

See how the Half-Cent
Infrastructure Sales-
Tax is helping St. Lucie
County:

slchalfcent.org

ADOPT-A-ROAD PROGRAM
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

s
St

How long has St. Lucie ounty
had an adopt-a-road program?

St. Lucie County has had an adopt-a-road
program since 1994. This program provides
opportunities for individuals, businesses,
clubs, church groups, and other organizations
to adopt a one-half mile segment or more of
county maintained roadway.

What are the program’s goals?

e To reduce litter along all St. Lucie County
roadways;

e To keep the surrounding environment
clean, including swales, canals, and storm-
water inlets;

e To reduce littering by increasing public
awareness

What does the county provide?

e A sign crediting the group or individual
volunteering at the beginning and end of
the roadway segment that is being main-
tained;

e Trash bags, pokers, traffic control signs,
and safety vests;

e  Litter bag removal after the organization
places them near the edge of the road-
way. Please call the Road and Bridge
office at (772) 462-2511 when bags are
ready for removal.

Learn more about the program here.

Have a question?

e Email publicworks@stlucieco.gov and
we may include it in a future newsletter!
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Baffle box installs
continue in River Park

ABOVE: In order to install a baffle box at Southeast Naranja
Avenue and Southeast Tranquilla Avenue, it had to first be lifted
over a series of power lines. Environmental Land Development was
contracted by the County for this, and several other installations in
the River Park area.

LEFT: As stormwater runoff passes through the baffle box, debris
and sediment containing excess nutrients is captured and kept away
from the North Fork of the St. Lucie River, leading to a more natural
and environmentally friendly system.

P> CLICKTO PLAY
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William Cornelius, Project Manager with St. Lucie County Water Quality Division, points out some of the features of the new Ancient Oaks Preserve
Wet Pond while touring the site with Oxbow Eco-Center Preserve Pals campers on July 17.
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Oxbow campers visit stormwater areas

High school students participating in the
weeklong Oxbow Eco-Center Preserve Pals
Camp were recently introduced to a pair
of St. Lucie County stormwater treatment
areas (STASs).

Members of the Water Quality Divisi-
on chose two areas similar in design — the
new Ancient Oaks Preserve Wet Pond and
the more-established Melville Road Phase
1 stormwater treatment train — to not only
illustrate what stormwater treatment is, but
to show what areas like these can look like at
different scales and stages of development.

Project Manager William Cornelius,

Stormwater Program Coordinator Nicholas
Linehan, and Stormwater Inspector James
O’Connor shared with the group of 17 stu-
dents the background, purpose, and bene-
fits of stormwater treatment areas, how pro-
jects like these are funded, as well as what'’s
involved with retrofitting neighborhoods to
improve drainage. In addition, they talked
about their roles with the county and ans-
wered questions from the students.

The new Ancient Oaks Preserve Wet
Pond is situated on a 1.7-acre parcel in the
Ancient Oaks Preserve/Weldon B. Lewis
Park along Oleander Avenue. The American

Rescue Plan Act (ARP) of 2021 contributed
more than $468,000 towards the project.
The Melville Road Phase 1 14-acre site
was completed in 2022. The 2018 voter-ap-
proved Half-Cent Infrastructure Sales Tax
initiative, which helps improve roads and
bridges, build sidewalks, and supports wa-
ter quality projects, contributed more than
$660,000 towards the project. The availa-
bility of those funds also helped the county
secure an additional $1,000,000 in grant
money from the Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection for the project.
- Continued on Page 7
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New Road and Bridge fuel truck arrives

T i;; o St. Lucie County Road and Bridge Division acquired
anew fuel truck in July that will, among its other uses,
assist with hurricane preparations.

The custom flatbed air drive fuel/lube vehicle, built
by Taylor Pump & Lift, can hold 1,500 gallons of diesel
fuel. It also has three 30-gallon steel oil tanks and one
30-gallon steel waste oil tank. The system can pump

approximately 28 gallons of fuel per minute.
. This equipment allows the county to mobilize criti-
2 cal fuel, as necessary, ahead of a severe weather emer-
@ gency. This can aid in recovery efforts by powering
"4 heavy equipment, and can be utilized by first respon-
ders, hospitals, and other agencies, as needed.
] Besides emergency scenarios, the new truck will
also be used to refuel heavy equipment working in the
field. While the division also has a smaller, 100-gallon
capacity truck at its disposal, the new vehicle makes it
possible to more efficiently tackle much of their work
on one load of fuel.

The Road and Bridge Division is responsible
for maintenance and repair of county drainage faci-
lities, roadways, traffic signs and signals, and heavy
The new fuel truck can hold 1,500 gallons of diesel fuel. In addition to emergency storm €quipment maintenance. Learn more at stlucieco.gov/
preparations, it will also be used to refuel heavy equipment in the field. publicworks.

Students tour Ancient Oaks, Melville ponds

- Continued from Page 6 hborhoods served by these areas
were prone to flooding during the
rainy season. Areas like Ancient
Oaks and Melville Phase 1, along
with other related infrastructure
improvements like swales and cul-
verts, now give that stormwater a
place to go away from homes and
roads.

The Water Quality Division ma-
nages county stormwater systems
to prevent flooding and property
damage, protect water quality, and

The peninsular features and
native vegetation in each of these
locations help treat stormwater be-
fore it flows into the North Fork of
the St. Lucie River. By slowing the
flow of water with the circuitous
route, sediment and impurities are
given time to settle and separate
from the water. The interactions
with native plants further help to
filter it.

Students learn about the structure that manages the flow Anoth ial benefit is that /
of stormwater runoff at Ancient Oaks. This STA is designed other cruclal benelit 1 that — hreserve the environment. Learn

to hold stormwater for 14 days to help clean it before it flows the STAs give_ Stor_mwater SOMEe- more at Water Quality Division |
into the North Fork of the St. Lucie River. where to go. Historically, the neig-  g¢ | cie County, FL.
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“Before You Sign the Lease” workshop on August 19

Starting a new business is expensive. It's
even more expensive if you don’t do all the
proper research ahead of time. The St. Lucie
County Chamber of Commerce is teaming
up with St. Lucie County’s Planning & De-
velopment Services staff to host a free Be-
fore You Sign the Lease Workshop on Tues-
day, Aug. 19 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., which
includes lunch.

This free workshop luncheon is essential
for business owners looking to create a new

business or buy, build or lease to expand
their current organization. This free work-
shop will provide valuable insights to make
the process go smoothly. The workshop will
help business owners learn integral parts of
developing their business plans and gain a
better understanding of government regula-
tions, occupancy and zoning requirements,
Florida building codes, the business tax and
approval processes.

While the workshop is free, registration is

required through the St. Lucie County Chamber
of Commerce.

The Before You Sign the Lease Workshop
will take place on Tuesday, Aug. 19 from 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Planning Conference Room
1 inside the St. Lucie County Administration
Complex, 2300 Virginia Ave. in Fort Pierce.
Attendees should park on the 25th Street side
of the complex and enter the building in the old
Civic Center lobby. Planning is located on the
second floor.

Libraries serve up free tech

Keep your digital literacy on the front
burner with free help from the St. Lucie
County Library System. In addition to spe-
cialized classes, libraries offer individual
technology assistance by appointment.

Most of these programs were developed
by DigitalLearn.org and supported by the
Public Library Association and AT&T. Clas-
ses for August include:

e What is the Cloud? on Tuesday,
Aug. 12 at 2:30 p.m. at the Lewis
Branch. Learn about cloud storage,
such as Google Drive, iCloud and One-
Drive. Free up space on your phone
and keep your memories readily avai-
lable. Learn what the cloud is and how
to use it to your advantage.

W it bt 22

e Cybersecurity Basics on Friday,
Aug. 15 at 2 p.m. at the Pruitt Campus.
Learn the basics of protecting your
identity online.

e iPhone Basics on Thursday, Aug.
21 at 2:30 p.m. at the Morningside
Branch. If you're new to iPhones, then
this class is for you. Learn about the
basic features and functions of your
Apple phone.

e Cybersecurity Part 2 on Tuesday,
Aug. 26 from 2 to 3 p.m. at the Kilmer
Branch. This is the second part of our
cybersecurity four-part series. We will
be discussing tips and tricks to help
keep your kids safe online. Learn to
navigate parental controls and what
red flags to look for when it comes to

I
£

training classes

things like cyberbullying, online scams
and phishing.

Learn more and see the full list of classes
here.

For residents who would like more indi-
vidual assistance, all six branch libraries of-
fer one-on-one technology help for adults by
appointment. Adults can contact their local
branch library to schedule a session. Please
remember to bring all your passwords, St.
Lucie County library card and make sure all
your devices are fully charged.

All of these events are free. For more in-
formation about St. Lucie County Library
programs, click here.
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