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Ferreira Construction prepares the intersection of Sandia Avenue and Southeast Placita Court in Port St. Lucie on June 12 for a new “baffle box.”

River Park improvements underway

River Park residents are seeing an uptick in
activity to improve drainage in the subdivision.

Located along the north fork of the St. Lucie
River, this community sits within a drainage
area of approximately 150 acres and consists
of single-family homes. Roadside swales and a
limited number of water quality improvements
have not been enough to sufficiently treat
stormwater in this area. The St. Lucie County
Water Quality Division is taking steps to ad-

dress this need.

“Baffle boxes” are being installed at three lo-
cations in the area. The intersection of Sandia
Avenue and Southeast Placita Court closed on
June 2 for the first box installation. Following
the completion of that work, Ferreira Construc-
tion will move to intersections at Sandia Ave-
nue and Southeast Castana Court, and then to
Southeast Naranja Avenue and Southeast Ce-
lestia Court.

Additional boxes are also being installed in
the area by Environmental Land Development.
These boxes will remove trash, pollutants,
and sediment from stormwater runoff before
it enters the Ten Mile Creek system. The flow
of water is slowed as it moves through a “baf-
fle box,” allowing larger particles and debris to
settle. This waste is then collected within the

box.
- Continued on Page 3
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Jerome Hills, Jr., Heavy Equipment Operator 11 (left), watches as Michael Clark, Field Services Coordina-
tor, assembles one of the Green Devil safety helmet hard hats that are part of each team member’s kit.

Road and Bridge introduces
emergency response team

Following a severe weather event, the pas-
sability of St. Lucie County roadways is criti-
cally important.

With that in mind, a new emergency res-
ponse team comprised of County Road and
Bridge professionals has been assembled.

Maintenance staff, heavy equipment ope-
rators, and various field personnel voluntee-
red to be a part of the inaugural seven-mem-
ber team. They will be ready to act as soon as
possible following a storm, removing fallen
trees and debris, and clearing roads so first
responders and residents can use them.

Michael Clark, Field Services Coordinator,
points to that response time as one of the be-
nefits of having a dedicated team like this in
place.

“If we have an hour to deploy to an area,
if there is a weather event going on, then ha-
ving this team in place helps ensure we can
respond quickly, efficiently, and effectively,”
said Clark.

It's not just hurricanes that the team will
pay attention to. Clark says that this group
will be ready to respond to any weather event
that has serious impacts on County roads and
bridges.

Jerome Hills, Jr. is a Heavy Equipment
Operator Il and has been with the County for
11 years. In that time, he’s seen a lot of hurri-
cane seasons.

“I wanted to help the community,” said
Hills about why he volunteered to be a part of
the team.

Jeff Gionfriddo has been with the County
for six years. His experience with Hurricane
Milton in 2024 motivated him to volunteer.

“Last year in particular, after the tornadoes,
the things I saw, | just want to help out any way
I could,” said Gionfriddo.

The 2025 Atlantic hurricane season conti-
nues through November 30. St. Lucie County
encourages you to prepare now. Learn more at

stlucieco.gov/hurricane.
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WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is St. Lucie County doing

to prevent water pollution?

On September 9, 2003 St. Lucie County ob-
tained coverage under the state’s “Generic
Permit for Stormwater Discharge from a
Phase IT MS4”. The permit establishes sev-
eral “Best Management Practices” (BMP’s)
and measurable goals that St. Lucie Coun-
ty must implement to reduce pollutants to
the maximum extent practical to improve
water quality within its MS4 over a five-
year period. Learn more here.

What can | do to prevent
water pollution?

Homeowners and residents can reduce
water pollution by making simple changes,
such as reducing the amount they water
and fertilize their lawns to proper main-
tenance of their drainage swales. Did you
know that besides draining our properties,
swales act as a filter to remove pollutants
from stormwater runoff and can promote
groundwater recharge? To learn more
about how you can help make a difference,
contact the St. Lucie County Coopera-
tive Extension to learn more about their
program offerings.

Find more questions and answers
online here.
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“Baffle boxes,’

swales, Floresta
improvements
in River Park area

-- Continued from Page 1

Prior to this work, the County added resi-
dential swales and oversaw maintenance on
existing ones in the community to help improve
the area’s drainage. The enhanced swale mainte-
nance program ensures that routine work is per-
formed on existing drainage swales throughout
the County. This work is important to keep these
channels performing properly, as drainage swales
are the primary method used to convey and treat
stormwater runoff.

Learn more about the Water Quality Division
here.

In addition to these projects focused on the
area’s drainage, the City of Port St. Lucie has be-
gun work related to phase 3 of the Floresta Drive
Improvement Project. This portion of the pro-
ject will provide a two-lane roadway featuring
landscaping, lighting, sidewalks, and bicycle
lanes from Crosstown Parkway to Prima Vista
Boulevard. Roundabouts will be included at
Fallon Drive and Naranja Avenue. Work is un-
der way now, and it is expected to be completed
in Fall 2028. The Floresta Drive Improvement
Projects are funded by the Half-Cent Sales
Tax Referendum that St. Lucie County voters
approved in 2018. For project updates, please
click here.

See how the Half-Cent
Infrastructure Sales Tax
is helping St. Lucie County:

sichalfcent.org
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“Rubble riprap”is added on June 18 along the bank of the culvert replacement at NSLRWCD

Canal 44 crossing beneath North FFA Road.

North FFA Road culverts
replaced at Canals 44, 45

On behalf of St. Lucie County, PRP
Construction Group lined and replaced
corrugated metal pipes (CMP) on North
FFA Road.

County staff had been monitoring
two critical culvert crossings, located at
North St. Lucie River Water Control Dis-
trict (NSLRWCD) Canals 44 and 45, with
video inspection and periodic visual in-
spections.

Deterioration of the pipes was exa-
cerbated by Hurricane Milton and other
recent rainfall events, to the point where
the roadway integrity was threatened. As
a result, an emergency replacement/re-
habilitation was approved by County Ad-
ministration. In addition to addressing
the pipes, the roadway pavement above
each crossing was restored.

The crossing over Canal 45 was com-
pleted in April. The replacement of the

e o e IR
“Rubble riprap”is moved to the east side of the
crossing on June 18. The material helps protect
the bank around the pipe from erosion.

culvert at Canal 44 is expected to be com-
pleted this month.

Stormwater Management Fund reser-
ves paid for the project.
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Constructing Keen Road bridge

St. Lucie County residents continue to
benefit from the 2018 voter-approved
half-cent infrastructure sales tax. The
new Keen Road bridge over Taylor Creek,
which opened in April, is one example of a
project that would not have been possible
without these funds.

At the June 12 Infrastructure Surtax

Citizens Oversight Committee mee-

MARCH 2024
Brothers Construction,
Inc. is awarded the
project with a bid of
$6,676,898.11. In total,
five bids were received.

APRIL 2024

A notice-to-proceed
is granted and
construction begins.

ting, Assistant County Engineer, Edmund
Bas, P.E., and Senior Project Manager Mi-
chael Harvey, E.l., shared a look inside the
process of constructing this bridge.

A project of this scale was not without its
challenges. Overhead utility lines were an
obstacle for heavy equipment and needed
to be temporarily relocated. Because of the
proximity of Fort Pierce Farms Water Cont-

MAY 2024
Piling templates are fabricated and assembled.

rol District (FPFWCD) Canal 2 to the creek,
a sheet pile wall would need to be installed
at the County’s right-of-way. Hurricane
Milton, which made landfall and spawned
strong tornados while the bridge was under
construction, also presented challenges.
Despite these issues, the bridge was
completed in about a year, and under bud-
get. Here is a timeline of different activities:

SEPTEMBER 2024
Concrete is poured for the bridge deck.

JULY 2024

JUNE 2024 |
Concrete is poured into a form for the pile
|
|

The bridge foundation begins to take
shape as piles are driven.

cap at “bent two.” “Bents”, or piers, are
support structures between bridge spans.
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See how the Half-Cent
Infrastructure Sales Tax
is helping St. Lucie County:

slchalfcent.org

OCTOBER 2024
Sheet piles for the retaining
wall are set in place.

"-v---ql--l.rg_ue_m;_--

FEBRUARY 2025
Concrete is poured to
form the traffic railing.

NOVEMBER 2024
The barrier wall
is constructed.

[

APRIL 2025
Keen Road over
Taylor Creek reopens.
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The winding design enables the Ancient Oaks Preserve Wet Pond to treat stormwater runoff before it enters the North Fork of the St. Lucie River.

New wet pond to improve water quality

The Ancient Oaks Preserve Wet Pond is nearing com- B sRs==0 ' = ——— “
pletion. A s B ] : a5

This 1.7-acre parcel along Oleander Avenue in the An-
cient Oaks Preserve/Weldon B. Lewis Park is designed to
improve water quality. The new wet pond holds stormwa-
ter for 14 days to help clean it before it flows into the North
Fork of the St. Lucie River.

If the pond looks familiar, it may be because it shares some
similarities to another stormwater treatment area nearby in
White City.

“It looks a lot like a mini-Melville Road Phase 1 and inclu-
des new drainage infrastructure and a new sinuous stormwa-
ter pond with native vegetative plantings,” said Jim Lappert,
Water Quality Division Director.

This is one of several projects that were funded through
the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) of 2021. The federal : ; : .
funding provides St. Lucie County Public Works a unique op-  Native vegetation is incorporated in the design of the Ancient Oaks Preserve Wet
portunity to take on vital projects like this. Pond to help improve the water quality and protect the shoreline from erosion.
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Pumps set up in

Lakewood Park,
Palm Gardens

With the 2025 hurricane season under way, members
of the Road and Bridge Division recently set up and sta-
ged pumps in Palm Gardens and Lakewood Park com-
munities.

A four-inch pump on Regina Drive will help manage
water levels in the Hoshine pond, and a 24-inch pump
on Green Dolphin Street will move water into the Fort
Pierce Farms Water Control District canal system to help
prevent flooding and improve drainage.

When needed, these pumps may also be used to draw
down water levels in each area before severe weather
hits.

Stay safe this hurricane season. Find preparedness
guides, shelter information and more at stlucieco.gov/
hurricane. Residents can report flooding concerns by

emailing flooding@stlucieco.gov.
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TOP: A section of pipe is moved into position on June 4 while setting up the pump
at Lakewood Park Recreational Path.

ABOVE: Members of the Road and Bridge Division set up a four-inch pump
on Regina Drive in Fort Pierce on June 2. When needed, the pump helps manage
water levels in the Hosbine pond during hurricane season.
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Scott Willison is retiring after 25 years with the St. Lucie County Road and Bridge Division.
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's on 25 years

with Road and Bridge Division

The year was 2000. Gladiator, starring
Joaquin Phoenix and Russell Crowe, was in
theaters, “hanging chads” entered the verna-
cular, the first crew reached the Internatio-
nal Space Station, and Scott Willison started
a new job with St. Lucie County Road and
Bridge Division.

Fast forward 25 years, and Willison is now
about to retire from the County.

“I'm going to miss this place,” said Willison
as he straightened up supplies at the Road and
Bridge office. “The County’s been very suppor-
tive — the guys we have here, the people in the
office, all have been great.”

Willison’s first role with the Division was
on a patch truck, repairing potholes and
other road damage. After working at Tropica-

na, transitioning to asphalt work introduced
him to new responsibilities.

“At first, it was a lot to learn,” he admits,
but adds, “I actually had an enjoyable time do-
ing that.”

Willison would stay primarily on the patch
truck for about two decades before shifting to
other duties, like right-of-way mowing, weed-
eating, and even fixing some of the equipment
in the Maintenance Section. Through all of it,
he continued to learn new things.

“I found out later in life that my best learning
is actually hands-on, working with my hands or
somebody showing me it and doing it.”

Retirement might be a bit of an adjust-
ment, as Willison says he likes to stay busy.
In addition to spending time with family, he

expects to help more often around his Church,
Parkview Baptist in Fort Pierce, continue wor-
king a side job, and perhaps look for a house.

What advice does he have for others in si-
milar roles?

“Be prepared to get dirty,” he answered
without hesitation. “Tack likes to go ever-
ywhere it wants to.”

Tack oil is a liquid asphalt that's used as
an adhesive between layers during road cons-
truction or resurfacing. According to Willison,
it also has an affinity for leaving stains.

He also strongly advises people to respect
the heat. “The sun is relentless. It just hits you
and you don’t even know it.”

Thank you, Scott, for 25 years of dedicated
service to St. Lucie County.
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