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Rainy season prep takes place year-round
Public Works has also begun coupling its 

swale maintenance efforts with the Coun-
ty’s Culvert Assistance Program. Drainage 
swales convey and treat stormwater runoff 
in many neighborhoods in the County. 
Over time, they can become clogged and 
will need maintenance to perform proper-
ly. The enhanced  swale maintenance pro-
gram ensures that routine maintenance is               
performed on existing drainage swales 
throughout the County. Driveway culverts 
often connect these swales and give storm-
water a path to flow away from homes and 
streets. Coupling these two programs helps 
ensure drainage systems function properly, 
block by block.

These efforts take place year-round to 
help keep the County ready for the rainy 
season. Once a hurricane or other severe we-
ather is approaching, however, Dayan says 

the team shifts into another gear.
“We all wear multiple hats and go into 

storm season prep.”
That prep includes ensuring that active 

construction projects are properly shored 

up, checking critical infrastructure, and 
coordinating with agencies that move water, 
like South Florida Water Management Dis-
trict and Fort Pierce Farms Water Control 
District, as well as the cities of Fort Pierce 
and Port St. Lucie, among others. When   
needed, Public Works can also deploy two 
large pumps: one to the Lakewood Park 
area, and another in the Palm Gardens com-
munity.

This year’s preparations also include the 
implementation of an emergency response 
team made up of volunteers from the Road 
and Bridge Division. Following a hurricane, 
this group will be ready to deploy around 
the County to assist with debris remo-
val, maintenance of traffic, and more, as         
needed.

Whichever hat they’re asked to wear, 
whether it’s year-round maintenance or 
storm-related activities, St. Lucie County 
Public Works professionals are ready.

-- Continued from Page 1

Jerome Hills, Heavy Equipment Operator II, cleans Merritt Ditch between Oleander Avenue and Elm Avenue with a Menzi Muck walking excavator 
on May 9. The maintenance performed allows water to flow unimpeded through the canal, which helps to improve drainage in the area. 

Dive inspections of large culverts help identify 
any potential issues that may negatively       
impact the flow of water.
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Rubble riprap
Rubble riprap is a collection of rock 
that helps armor shorelines and pro-
tect them from erosion. You will often 
see rubble riprap around culvert pipes 
and along bridge embankments.

The majority of rubble riprap you see 
in St. Lucie County is coquina rock. 
Coquina is a sedimentary rock that is 
made mainly of fossilized shell frag-
ments that have naturally cemented 
together. In addition to riprap, coqui-
na rock can also be used as a base ma-
terial for roads.

DID YOU KNOW?

Built between 1672 and 1695, the Castillo de San 
Marcos in St. Augustine was constructed with co-
quina rock. 

Wood may have been more plentiful and easier 
to manage, but coquina offered the Spanish a much 
stronger material, which ultimately helped them 
successfully defend their territory.

The walls, made from rocks made of seashells, 
withstood numerous cannon bombardments. In 
1740, the Spanish began construction on Fort 
Matanzas, again using coquina rock. 

Neither fort was ever captured.

Source: National Park Service

St. Augustine landmark
a coquina masterpiece
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The intersection of Southeast Walton 
Road and Green River Parkway in Port St. 
Lucie is now a three-way stop. New stop signs 
were added in May as part of the SUN Trail 
improvements being implemented by the Flo-
rida Department of Transportation (FDOT). 

The stop signs provide trail users a safe 
means of crossing Southeast Walton Road 
and connect with the existing SUN trail along 
Green River Parkway.

The Shared-Use Nonmotorized (SUN) 
Trail Program, established in 2015, is deve-
loping a network of shared use paths throug-
hout the state. This program includes paths 
through and connections to lands of the Flori-
da Wildlife Corridor Act. 

This segment of the SUN Trail extends 
from Kitterman Road to the Savannas Re-
creation Area. Construction is expected to be 
completed in late 2025.

Three-way stop now at Southeast
Walton Road and Green River Parkway

A new three-way stop has been implemented at Southeast Walton Road and Green River Parkway as 
part of the Shared-Use Nonmotorized (SUN) Trail improvements in the area.

Jim Drake has been recognized 
as the St. Lucie County Public Works 
Road and Bridge Division Employee 
of the Quarter. With nine years of de-
dicated service in the St. Lucie County 
Traffic Division. Jim plays a vital role 
in creating signs that serve the com-
munity. His commitment to his work 
is evident in the care and precision he 
brings to every project. This recogni-
tion celebrates his contributions and 
expresses gratitude for all he does.

Congratulations, Jim, on this 
well-deserved honor.

Road and Bridge recognizes employee Jim Drake

Road closures
Delaware Avenue and South 13th 
Street

The intersection of Delaware Avenue and 
South 13th Street is closed so that crews with 
the Fort Pierce Utilities Authority (FPUA) 
may install a new six-inch water main to an 
existing 12-inch water main along South 13th 
Street. The intersection is expected to open on 
or before June 6.

Learn more here. 

North FFA Road
A portion of North FFA Road, north of 

Orange Avenue, is closed so that a culvert at 
North St. Lucie River Water Control District 
(NSLRWCD) Canal C-44 may be replaced. 
The work associated with this replacement 
will require a full road closure to install the 
new 84-inch pipe culvert crossing beneath the 
roadway. The road is expected to reopen on or 
before June 16.

Learn more here.

Sandia Avenue and Southeast    
Placita Court

The intersection of Sandia Avenue and 
Southeast Placita Court is closed so that a baf-
fle box to help treat stormwater runoff may 
be installed. The intersection is expected to 
reopen on or before June 30.

Learn more here.

Silver Oaks Drive
Beginning on June 16, southbound Silver 

Oaks Drive at CR 712/Midway Road will close 
for drainage work. It is expected to reopen by 
the end of the day, but June 17 through June 
20 will be used as contingency dates if needed.

Learn more here.

Each week, St. Lucie County updates a log 
of road closures here.
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The following stops on St. Lucie County District 
3 Commissioner Erin Lowry’s tour with Public 
Works received funding from the Half-Cent In-
frastructure Sales Tax:              

Harmony Heights
Originally platted in the 1950s, the Harmony 

Heights subdivision was built with little attenti-
on towards stormwater treatment. As a result, 
urbanized runoff and contaminants flow untrea-
ted into the adjacent canals. The proximity to the 
Indian River Lagoon has made this community 
retrofit a high priority for water quality needs.

Based on the costs needed to complete the 
entire neighborhood, the projects are divided 
into multiple phases, several of  which have 
been completed.  The next phase of the neigh-
borhood, south of Juanita Avenue, will begin 
construction later this year. 

Keen Road Bridge
The Keen Road bridge replacement was 

completed in April. This project replaced one 
of the last wooden pile bridges, initially built in 

1953, in St. Lucie County. It also realigned the 
adjacent north-south Fort Pierce Farms Water 
Control District (FPFWCD) Canal No. 2 that 
ties into Taylor Creek. This project gives resi-
dents a safe and efficient travel route over Tay-
lor Creek for many years to come and includes 
multimodal improvements designed to accom-
modate future additions along Keen Road.

Melville Road Phase 1 & 2
Divided into two phases, the new Melville 

Road ponds help mitigate flooding within a 100-
acre residential White City community. Phase 1 
constructed a 14-acre stormwater treatment 
train near the intersection of Melville Road 
and Noa Street in 2022 with assistance from a        
state-funded water quality assistance grant.

Phase 2 transformed an 8.8-acre parcel of 

land along South Citrus Avenue in 2024. Each 
are connected to existing ditches and swales to 
give stormwater a place to go and protect neig-
hborhoods against flooding. They will also vast-
ly improve the timing and quality of the water 
flowing to the North Fork of the St. Lucie River 
using green infrastructure and create critical ha-
bitat for native wading birds and other species.

In addition the half-cent sales tax, the Ame-
rican Rescue Plan also helped fund Phase 2.

Walton Road Sidewalk
Approximately 5,000 feet of 10-foot- to 

12-foot-wide multi-use sidewalk is currently 
being constructed along Walton Road, bet-
ween S.E. Lennard Road and S.E. Green River 
Parkway, increasing access for people in the 
community. Drainage improvements are also 
being implemented along the walkway. A gap 
near Port St. Lucie Hospital will be completed 
in a subsequent project.

Through the Transportation Planning Orga-
nization (TPO), the County has received funds 
from the Florida Department of Transportati-
on’s (FDOT) Transportation Alternatives Pro-
gram (TAP) for this project. 

Commissioner tour highlights half-cent sales tax successes

See how the Half-Cent            
Infrastructure Sales Tax         
is helping St. Lucie County:

slchalfcent.org

-- Continued from Page 2

LEFT:  St. Lucie County District 3 Commissioner Erin Lowry (second from right) learns about the Indian River Estates pump station while on a tour with 
Public Works leaders on May 15. RIGHT: The Keen Road Bridge replacement over Taylor Creek, another stop on the tour, was completed in April.
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National program aims to eliminate  
pollutants in area waterways

As St. Lucie County’s stormwater manage-
ment system enters the second of a five-year 
term with the Florida Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP), Nicholas Linehan, 
Stormwater Program Coordinator, updated 
the Board of County Commissioners about the 
program at the Regular Meeting on May 20.

The County system is regulated by the DEP 
under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimi-
nation System (NPDES) permit program. This 
program is designed to improve water quality by 
addressing and controlling pollutants dischar-
ged from municipal sewer systems, construction 
activities, and industrial activities. 

In 2024, Linehan notes that staff investi-
gated 42 calls from County residents about 
illicit discharges. An illicit discharge is de-
fined as any discharge into the municipal 
storm sewer system that is not composed 
entirely of storm water. Detecting and eli-
minating illicit discharges is a key compo-
nent of the program.

“If someone’s dumping paint, oil, even 
grass clippings down the drain, if there’s a car 
accident with chemical spills, those are con-
sidered illicit discharges,” Linehan explained. 

Stormwater runoff control at construction 
sites is another important element to the pro-
gram. Linehan reports that 900 land develop-
ment inspections were conducted in 2024.

“Per State guidelines, we inspect all con-
struction sites periodically through the life of 
construction to make sure they stay by their 
pollution prevention plan.”

Linehan reports that the Water Quality Di-
vision trained 67 County employees last year 
in identifying illicit discharges. This educati-
on is crucial to effectively dealing with illicit 
discharges in a timely manner, and the divisi-
on is working on expanding that training.

To help engage and inform the public 
about these efforts, Linehan points to com-
munity events like the Indian River Lagoon 
Science Festival and the Earth Day Festival at 
Oxbow Eco-Center. Initiatives like the Master 
Gardener and Adopt-a-Road programs give 
residents opportunities to participate, as well.

To learn more about these efforts, 
please visit stlucieco.gov/publicworks. To 
report suspicious discharges to be inspec-
ted, please call (772) 462-1435 or email              
waterquality@stlucieco.gov.

Community events like the Indian River Lagoon 
Science Festival (pictured) allow County staff an 
opportunity to engage and inform the public.

Nicholas Linehan, Stormwater Program Coordinator, inspects a silt fence at a construction site on May 29. Stormwater runoff control at construction sites is 
an important element to the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit program. 
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Head back to the classroom at 
your local library with a variety 
of free educational programs for 
adults offered through the St. Lu-
cie County Library System.

Adult programs for June 
include:

All Things Yarn on Satur-
day, June 7 at 2 p.m. at the Lake-
wood Park Branch. Knitting, cro-
cheting, or any other yarn craft? 
Bring and share whatever project 
you’re working on. Supplies will 
not be provided.

Crochet Series on Wednes-
days, June 11 & 25 from 1 to 2:30 
p.m. at the Kilmer Branch. Thinking 
about learning to crochet as your 
new hobby? In the continuation of 
this five-part series, you will learn 
five essential crochet stitches you 
can use to create or follow patterns. 
Each class will focus on a specific 
crochet stitch and have its corres-
ponding project. All supplies pro-
vided. This program is for adults. 

For questions, please contact Jenn 
Johnson at 772-462-2199.

Adult Coloring and Con-
versation on Thursday, June 19 
at 4:30 p.m. at the Lakewood Park 
Branch. Adult coloring promotes 
wellness, quietness and stimulates 
areas of the brain related to motor 
skills, senses and creativity. Join 
us to color and relax.

Ukulele Jam on Thursday, 
June 19 at 5:30 p.m. at the Morn-
ingside Branch. In partnership 
with the Treasure Coast Ukulele 
Club. Bring your instrument or 
check one out at the library.

Art in the Afternoon on 
Thursday, June 26, from 4:30 to 
5:30 p.m. and Saturday, June 28, 
from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Lakewood 
Park Branch. Join us for an af-
ternoon of crafting. All materials 
supplied.

Art in the Afternoon on 
Friday, June 27, from 2 to 3 p.m. 
at the Kilmer Branch. Join us 
for an afternoon of crafting for 

adults. You bring the creativity, 
and we supply the crafts. No re-
gistration necessary. For questi-
ons, please call 772-462-2199.

Acoustic Guitar Jam on 
Saturday, June 28 at 2 p.m. at the 
Morningside Branch. Time to un-
plug and play. Grab your acoustic 
guitar and get ready to jam along. 
Bring your phone or tablet to ac-
cess the song list. All players are 
welcome.

Weekly Events for Adults:
Gardening Advice at the 

Morningside Library on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 1 to 3 
p.m.

Writer’s Workshop at the 
Morningside Branch on Thurs-
days at 9 a.m.

Sewing machines are 
available by appointment for 
two-hour sessions at the Hurston 
Branch by calling 772-462-2154.

All of these events are free. St. 
Lucie County Libraries are loca-

ted at:
• Susan B. Kilmer Branch, 
101 Melody Lane, Fort Pierce / 
772-462-1615
• Lakewood Park Branch, 
7605 Santa Barbara Drive, Fort 
Pierce / 772-462-6870
• Zora Neale Hurston 
Branch, 3008 Avenue D, Fort 
Pierce / 772-462-2154
• Morningside Branch, 2410 
SE Morningside Blvd., Port St. 
Lucie / 772-337-5632
• Port St. Lucie Branch, 180 
SW Prima Vista Blvd., Port St. 
Lucie / 772-871-5450
• Paula A. Lewis Branch, 
2950 SW Rosser Blvd., Port St. 
Lucie / 772-871-5470
• Indian River State Colle-
ge’s Pruitt Campus, 500 NW 
California Blvd., Port St. Lucie / 
772-336-6380

Additional information can be 
found at the St. Lucie County Li-
brary website here.

St. Lucie County libraries offer summer school for adults
Bring your ukulele, or check one out from the library, and jam with the Treasure Coast Ukulele Club at Morningside Library at 5:30 p.m. on June 19.
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