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Public Works joins County           
colleagues at Earth Day Festival

ABOVE: Earth Day Festival attendees visit the Water Quality 
Division tent on April 12 and chat with James O’Connor, 
Stormwater Inspector, and Nicholas Linehan, Stormwater 
Program Coordinator. In addition to answering questions 
about culverts and sharing updates on water quality improve-
ments, the Water Quality tent was one of the “Eco-Challenge” 
stops during the event.

RIGHT: John Frank, Road & Bridge Division Assistant     
Manager, helped shuttle volunteers to and from the parking  
lot during the event.
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‘Growing a Greener World’
at Oxbow Eco-Center

LEFT: ‘The Creature’ appeared at the annual 
Earth Day Festival on April 12. Made out of 500 
plastic bags, it represents the number of bags used 
by the average American family per year.

BELOW: Guests explore ‘Creativity Way’ at 
Oxbow Eco-Center during the festival. The Sus-
tainable Arts Fair showcased works created using 
materials that otherwise would have been heading 
to the landfill or recycling facility. The theme was 
‘Speak for the Trees.’

BELOW LEFT: The Boys & Girls Club of St. Lucie 
County brought its Mobile Club to the festival 
and had free, fun, and educational activities for 
the kids. This was also the starting point for the 
Eco-Challenge.

Share your photos!
Email your Earth Day Festival photos to        
Oxbow@StLucieCo.gov and you might 
see them on Oxbow’s website!
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Improving drainage and water quality
for North Fort Pierce communities

The Sheraton Stormwater Treatment Area 
(STA) is taking shape.

This project sits along the western bank of the 
C-25 Canal in Fort Pierce and is approximately 1.5 
miles west of the Indian River Lagoon. When com-
plete, this 16-acre linear STA will help improve 
water quality entering the lagoon from the canal. 
It is estimated the STA will reduce the amounts of 
nitrogen and phosphorous entering the lagoon by 
1,132 pounds per year and 179 pounds per year, 
respectively.

The Sheraton STA will also benefit communi-
ties such as Sheraton Plaza, Harmony Heights, and 
surrounding areas, as most presently have little or 
no drainage or water quality infrastructure.  Over-
all, this project will result in less flooding, passive 
recreational opportunities, Indian River Lagoon 
education, and improved natural areas.

The County has partnered in a grant with the 
Indian River Lagoon Council to complete the de-
sign phase of this project. American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARP) of 2021 funds will be used in the con-
struction of the project.

The Sheraton STA project is expected to be 
completed in Spring 2026. Work on the Sheraton Stormwater Treatment area is seen in March. 

The City of Port St. Lucie held a public meeting for residents April 23 
at City Hall to learn about the Hogpen Slough stormwater treatment area 
(STA) project.

The goal of the project is to design and construct an STA to capture 
and treat flows out of Hogpen Slough prior to discharge to the North Fork, 
which have been found to contain high levels of nitrogen and fecal coli-
form.

Located north of Walton Road and west of Lennard Road, it will treat 
runoff from areas like Savanna Preserve State Park, Savannah Club, and 
Spanish Lakes Golf Village. The regional facility would be a partnership 
between the City of Port St. Lucie and St. Lucie County. The City owns an 
11-acre parcel and the County has participated in funding towards design 
and permitting of the project.

The design and permitting phases for the STA are anticipated to be 
complete by Fall 2025 with construction expected to begin in early 2026.

City of PSL shares updates on Hogpen Slough project

The Hogpen Slough stormwater treatment area will treat runoff 
from areas like Savanna Preserve State Park, Savannah Club,
and Spanish Lakes Golf Village.
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Canal cleanup

A canal along Slash Pine Trail in Fort Pierce is 
cleaned on April 18. The routine maintenance, 
which involves grinding dead growth and then 
skimming the bottom of the canal, helps improve 
drainage and prevent erosion. Operators will also 
use this time to repair damage to the banks. These 
efforts help keep canals flowing properly.

Keen Road Bridge over 
Taylor Creek reopens

The Keen Road bridge over Taylor 
Creek reopened to traffic April 25.

This project replaced one of the last 
wooden pile bridges, initially built in 
1953, in St. Lucie County. It also rea-
ligns the adjacent north-south FPFWCD 
Canal No. 2 that ties into Taylor Creek.  
The road was closed in April 2024 so this 
work could take place.

The new bridge project had a total cost 
of $7.4 million and now gives residents a 
safe and efficient travel route over Taylor 
Creek for many years to come. This im-
provement was a priority of the Board 
of County Commissioners. The new 
bridge meets current FDOT standards 
and includes multimodal improvements          
designed to accommodate future additi-
ons along Keen Road.

The 2018 voter-approved Half-Cent 
Infrastructure Sales Tax initiative con-
tributed more than $6.2 million towards 

the project. The initiative helps improve 
roads and bridges, build more sidewalks, 
and supports water quality projects in 
unincorporated St. Lucie County, Port St. 
Lucie, Fort Pierce and St. Lucie Village.

Brothers Construction, whose portfo-
lio includes heavy, civil, and marine con-
struction projects, completed work on 
the bridge. Johnson, Mirmiran & Thoms-
on, Inc. (JMT) was contracted for CEI 
and quality control testing services.

See how the Half-Cent            
Infrastructure                      
Sales Tax is helping                                
St. Lucie County:

slchalfcent.org

The new Keen Road bridge over Taylor Creek meets current FDOT standards and includes 
multimodal improvements designed to accommodate future additions along the road.
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St. Lucie County is rethinking its ap-
proach to pavement.

The County Public Works Department 
hired Infrastructure Management Services 
(IMS) in 2023/2024 to help develop a new 
pavement management plan. IMS collected 
data related to road rideability, surface dis-
tress, structural integrity, and the overall 
geometry of roadways. That information 
gives each road a score that will ultimately 
help determine when and what type of road 
maintenance strategy is appropriate.

IMS surveyed all 200 miles of arterial 
and collector roads. These types of road-
ways are designed to move a higher volume 
of people, as well as goods and services, over 
longer distances. Examples of County roads 
included in this study were Angle Road, 
Indian River Drive, Midway Road, Selvitz 
Road, and South 25th Street, among others. 

Prior to 2018, the gas tax was the pri-
mary source of funding for repaving pro-
jects. As costs associated with road care have                  

increased, however, gas tax resources have 
essentially plateaued, as an increase in elec-
tric and more fuel-efficient vehicles have re-
sulted in less of the tax being collected.

The 2018 voter-approved Half-Cent In-
frastructure Sales Tax Initiative has injected 
new funding to help. Since its passage, the 
half-cent surtax has generated more than 
$22 million for road and bridge improve-
ments. By comparison, the gas tax provi-
des approximately $650,000 per year for 
resurfacing. Using sales tax funding, over 
40 miles of roadways have been repaved 
or reconstructed, the majority of which 
are major corridors, important to St. Lucie 
County’s economy and vital for emergency 
response.

“We found that the half-cent surtax has 
been a big help, with greater than 75 percent 
of our collector and arterial road network 
ranking in the very good to excellent ran-
ge,” said Public Works Department Director 
Patrick Dayan, P.E. “We’re trending in the 

right direction.”
By comparison, Dayan says that only 

1.5 percent of major County roadways are     
ranked poor to very poor.

“This is the result of considerable invest-
ment in the roadway network. With this new 
pavement management strategy the County 
can utilize data to address the overall road 
network and better balance our efforts and 
investments, resulting in overall long-term 
cost savings to our community.”

According to the Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) Office of Forecasting 
and Performance, the current estimated cost 
to resurface a mile of road is $1,218,272. In 
2022, that estimated cost was $896,451.

The study has helped illustrate how 
much further County resources can go by 
preserving and restoring roads earlier in 
their life cycle.

“What we’re doing is refocusing more on 
preventative maintenance, and we’re buying 
more lane miles with the same dollar.”

St. Lucie County implements new pavement strategy
Data collected by Infrastructure Management Services (IMS) will help Public Works staff determine when and how to best maintain County roads.
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