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ST. LUCIE COUNTY – Better roads, more sidewalks, 
and cleaner rivers. In 2018, voters in St. Lucie County ap-

proved the Half-Cent Infrastructure Sales Tax Initiative 
to help address these critical needs.

Since then, more than $56 million in tax rev-
enue has benefited residents of St. Lucie County. 
More than $10 million have come from non-St. 
Lucie County residents. These funds have led to 
road and bridge improvements, construction of 
new sidewalks, and have supported water quality 
projects in the County. Additional tax revenues 
have benefited infrastructure projects in Port St. 
Lucie, Fort Pierce, and St. Lucie Village.  The local 

dollars were leveraged to successfully award over $5 
million in state and federal grants.

“This tax has been a game-changer for maintain-

ing our infrastructure,” said Patrick Dayan, St. Lucie Coun-
ty Public Works Director. “Not only are these revenues 
helping address the backlog of deferred maintenance as a 
result of the great recession, but they are helping to elevate 
the level of service and providing the high-quality infra-
structure our residents expect and enjoy here.”

To ensure this revenue is being properly utilized, the 
Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) established the 
Infrastructure Surtax Citizens Oversight Committee in 
2018. This committee meets multiple times during the year 
to review and evaluate ongoing projects.

“The Citizens Oversight Committee is an integral part 
of the process and adds an additional layer of protections to 
assure expenditures are in line with the goals of the Board.  
It has been wonderful to collaborate with them throughout 
the years,” said Dayan.

Half-cent tax adds more than $56 million 
for infrastructure projects since 2018

-- Continued on Page 2

Crews install a baffle box in 2021 as part of the Harmony Heights Phase I North stormwater management infrastructure project.
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Some of the County projects that have 
benefited from this revenue include:

Header Canal Road Repaving from 
S.R. 70 to Orange Avenue

Header Canal Road underwent complete 
reconstruction. The work entailed full-depth 
reclamation, and the repaving of a five-mile 
stretch between S.R. 70 and Orange Avenue. 
This section also underwent the installation 
of a safety edge, new pavement markings, and 
reflective pavement markers to enhance road 
safety, significantly improving visibility and 
driving conditions.

Gordy Road Bridge over Ten Mile 
Creek

Originally built in 1987, the wood deck-
ing had already been repaired and replaced 
on multiple occasions. Half-cent sales tax rev-
enue enabled the County to replace it with a 
new concrete bridge.

Orange Avenue Repaving and 
Guardrail

Seven miles of damaged guardrail were 
replaced in fiscal year 2020-21, followed by a 
two-inch asphalt milling and resurfacing over 
11 miles of Orange Avenue from Graves Road 

to the Okeechobee County line. A safety edge, 
pavement markings, and reflective pavement 
markers were also installed as part of the proj-
ect, enhancing safety for this heavily traveled 
critical freight route.

Melville Road Ponds
Divided into two phases, the new Mel-

ville Road ponds help mitigate flooding within 
a 100-acre residential White City communi-
ty. Phase I constructed a 14-acre stormwater 
treatment train near the intersection of Mel-
ville Road and Noa Street in 2022 with assis-
tance from a state-funded water quality assis-
tance grant.

Phase II transformed an 8.8-acre parcel 
of land along South Citrus Avenue in 2024. 
Each are connected to existing ditches and 
swales to give stormwater a place to go and 
protect neighborhoods against flooding. They 
will also vastly improve the timing and quality 
of the water flowing to the North Fork of the 
St. Lucie River using green infrastructure and 
create critical habitat for native wading birds 
and other species.

Oleander Avenue Sidewalk from Mid-
way Road to South Market Avenue

A six-foot-wide sidewalk was installed 
along the east side of Oleander Avenue, 
stretching from Midway Road to South Mar-

ket Avenue. In addition to half-cent sales tax 
revenue, a Florida Department of Transpor-
tation (FDOT) grant also helped make this 
possible.

Shinn Road Bridge Repairs
The Shinn Road bridges over 10-Mile 

Creek and SFWMD C-24 Canal were both in 
need of repairs. Half-cent sales tax revenue 
helped address these deficiencies. The project 
consisted of bridge deck repairs, guardrail re-
pairs, pile jacket installations, and replacing 
the existing bank stabilization material with 
rubble riprap, a layer of large, angular stones 
used to protect the soil surface against ero-
sion.

Harmony Heights Phase 1 North
Harmony Heights is a 300+ acre sub-

division in unincorporated St. Lucie Coun-
ty northwest of the City of Fort Pierce. The 
subdivision needed stormwater management 
infrastructure and unimproved roads. To 
facilitate design and construction, the proj-
ect was divided into phases, with the Phase 
1 North portion including approximately 20 
acres. Dry detention areas and stormwater in-
frastructure was installed, and approximately 
1.5 miles of roadway were constructed, im-
proving the water quality flowing into Tay-
lor Creek and the Indian River Lagoon.

-- Continued from Page 1

Eleven miles of Orange Avenue, from Graves Road to the Okeechobee County line, were repaved in 2022. 

Roads, bridges, sidewalks, water quality benefit from tax

Learn more about the Half-Cent Infrastructure Sales 
Tax, and see more projects that have benefited from 
it, at slchalfcent.org.
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In an emergency, seconds matter. That’s 
why the Traffic Section of St. Lucie County’s 
Road and Bridge Division upgraded traffic 
signals with the Glance Priority and Pre-
emption tools, thanks to the 2018 voter-ap-
proved half-cent sales tax initiative.

This system helps ambulances and fire 
engines get your loved ones the help they 
need quicker. The technology makes it eas-
ier and safer for emergency vehicles to reach 
residents by clearing the traffic ahead of 
them, giving them green lights at intersec-
tions and bringing all other traffic safely to 
a halt.

“When you or your loved one is faced 
with a medical emergency, you need help 
quickly,” said St. Lucie County Public Works 
Director Patrick Dayan. “With this system in 
place, medical first responders in St. Lucie 
County are able to get to you faster, all while 
helping keep them and other motorists safe 
in the process.”

These devices are now active at the 57 
traffic signals St. Lucie County is responsible 

for maintaining.
“I am pleased to share the tremendous 

benefits of implementing a traffic preemp-
tion system in our community. This advanced 
technology enhances public safety, improves 
emergency response times, and creates a saf-
er environment for all road users,” said St. 
Lucie County Fire Chief Jeff Lee.

“Traffic preemption systems work by al-
lowing emergency vehicles to communicate 
with traffic signals, ensuring they receive a 
green light when responding to emergen-
cies. This reduces delays at intersections 
and helps our first responders rapidly reach 
those in need and ultimately get them to the 
hospital safer and faster, potentially saving 
lives when every second counts.”

“The advantages extend beyond emer-
gency response. By reducing the risk of acci-
dents at intersections during emergency re-
sponses, these systems protect not only our 
first responders but also the drivers and pe-
destrians who share our roads. Additionally, 
smoother traffic flow during emergencies 
minimizes disruption for everyday commut-
ers,” added Lee.

While these new signals are a vital tool 
for helping ambulances get to you or your 
loved ones; it is still important drivers do 
their part: Remember to yield the right-of-
way to emergency vehicles displaying visible 
lights and audible sirens.

St. Lucie County installs new traffic signals to help 
emergency vehicles quickly, safely respond to calls

St. Lucie County Communications Director 
Erick Gill talks with WPBF Channel 25 News        
on January 9 about the preemption technology.

Watch that segment here.

Preemption systems make it easier and safer for 
emergency vehicles to reach residents by giving 
them green lights at intersections and bringing 
other traffic safely to a halt.
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Forest Place at Cortez Boulevard has reopened fol-
lowing the successful replacement of a culvert beneath 
the roadway.

The road had been fully closed since August 2023 
as a result of the previous culvert failure. The 48” pipe 
was replaced with a larger 60” upgrade, as requested by 
the North St. Lucie Water Control District to enhance 
stormwater conveyance. Construction also included 
slope erosion protection and restoration of the canal 
banks, installation of a side drain along Forest Place and 
reconstruction of the roadway at the canal crossing.

Johnson-Davis, Inc. was contracted by St. Lucie 
County for this project.

Culvert pipes are critical infrastructure components 
of the County’s stormwater management system. Work-
ing in concert with swales and other channels, culverts 
provide mobility access to residences and businesses 
and play an important role in conveying stormwater 
drainage. 

Failed culvert pipes can block access and stormwa-
ter drainage, cause or promote flooding, and degrade 
water quality within a community. LEFT: Forest Place at Cortez Boulevard is seen on January 30, prior to reopening. 

RIGHT: A 60” pipe will enhance stormwater conveyance.

Forest Place reopens; New culvert installed

Did you know St. Lucie County 
Public Works employs nine engineers? 

These hard-working profession-
als are responsible for the Capital Im-
provement Program 
as approved by the 
Board of County 
Commissioners by 
managing the sur-
veying, design, per-
mitting, construction, 
and fiscal control of 
individual projects. 
County engineers also coordinate with 
state and federal agencies to improve 
County infrastructure. 

The Engineering Division provides 

regulatory control in accordance with 
the land development code by issuance 
of Right-of-Way Permits and inspec-
tion of construction of Right-of-Way 

usage, Mining Permits, 
and Moving Permits.

St. Lucie County’s 
Municipal Services 
Benefit Unit (MSBU) 
program is also housed 
within the Engineering 
Division.

Learn more about 
this division at https://www.stlucieco.
gov/departments-and-services/pub-
lic-works/engineering-division

Thank you, engineers

Congratulations to Sandra Kelly for be-
ing named Road & Bridge Employee of the             
Quarter. This recognition is well deserved.   
Sandra has been a cornerstone of the depart-
ment as the budget contract coordinator. Her 
contributions have made a lasting impact on the 
team. Thank you, Sandra!

Job well done!
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Work to replace the bridge on Keen Road over Taylor Creek is more than 
halfway complete. As of early January, the new bridge is in place and crews 
were setting canal bank erosion protection riprap at the ends of the bridge, 
constructing junction slabs, and working on drainage pipe endwalls, among 
other items.

This project replaces one of the last wooden pile bridges, initially built in 
1953, in St. Lucie County. It also realigns the adjacent north-south FPFWCD 
Canal No. 2 that ties into Taylor Creek.  Replacement of the bridge gives resi-
dents a safe and efficient travel route over Taylor Creek for many years to come 
and was designed to accommodate a future sidewalk project along Keen Road.

The 2018 voter-approved Half-Cent Infrastructure Sales Tax initiative 
contributed more than $2 million towards the project in fiscal year 2024. The 
initiative helps improve roads and bridges, build more sidewalks, and sup-
ports water quality projects in unincorporated St. Lucie County, Port St. Lucie, 
Fort Pierce and St. Lucie Village.

Brothers Construction, whose portfolio includes heavy, civil, and marine 
construction projects, is working on the bridge. Johnson, Mirmiran & Thom-
son, Inc. (JMT) was contracted for CEI and quality control testing services.

Construction is expected to be completed in April 2025.

More than halfway complete with 
Keen Road Bridge replacement

TOP: Riprap is placed on January 20 to help stabilize the 
base and prevent erosion.

ABOVE: Work on a junction slab takes place on January 9.
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Patching Kirby Loop Road

TOP: Jerome Hills, Heavy Equipment Operator II, uses a 
chop saw on a section of asphalt along the edge of Kirby 
Loop Road in Fort Pierce on January 28. A Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation (FDOT) bridge inspection alerted 
St. Lucie County Public Works to a void that had developed 
along the roadway near Five Mile Creek. Once the section 
had been chiseled away, staff from the Road and Bridge 
and Engineering divisions inspected the site so it could be 
properly repaired.
ABOVE & RIGHT: Hill, along with Hezekiah “Lamont” 
Taylor, Maintenance Tech II, and Kenny Brown, Equip-
ment Operator, meticulously add layers of new asphalt 
from a patch truck to fill in the cavity.
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St. Lucie County Citizen’s Academy 
participants received an infrastructure 
primer on January 30.

Public Works Assistant Director Chris-
topher Lestrange, PE, addressed attendees 
during the “Building a Vibrant Future” ses-
sion, held at Havert L. Fenn Center. The 
agenda also included Commissioner James 
Clasby, Planning & Development Services 
Director Benjamin Balcer, Airport Director 
Cameron Howard, and Parks, Recreation & 
Facilities Deputy Director Joy Hawthorne.

The Public Works portion of the pres-
entation discussed some of the functions of 
the division, how projects are prioritized 
and funded, as well as opportunities and 
future plans.

Lestrange also highlighted some of the 
successes of the Half-Cent Infrastructure 
Sales Tax Initiative, which voters author-
ized in 2018. Since that time, more than 
$56 million in tax revenue has made pos-
sible the completion of 39 major projects, 
as well as substantial progress on another 

30. These include road repaving, upgrades 
to traffic signal systems, and critical culvert 
replacements. The tax revenue has also en-
abled Public Works to secure $6,595,623 in 
grant funds towards these projects. More 
than $10 million have come from non-St. 
Lucie County residents.

For more information about the half 
cent sales tax, please visit slchalfcent.org. 
To learn more about St. Lucie County Pub-
lic Works, please visit stlucieco.gov/depart-
ments-and-services/public-works.

The St. Lucie County Citizen’s Acade-
my is an interactive civic and public infor-
mation program aimed at giving residents 
an opportunity to learn more about their 
county government. The program focuses 
on how local government works, promotes 
open communication and offers a clearer 
understanding of how employees are work-
ing to serve the public.

For more information, please contact 
Nadege Pierre at 772-462-1453 or email 
Nadege.Pierre@stlucieco.gov.

St. Lucie County Public Works attends Citizen’s Academy

St. Lucie County Public Works Assistant Director 
Christopher Lestrange, PE, presented infrastructure 
information to the Citizen’s Academy on January 30.

St. Lucie County residents continue to benefit 
from the 2018 voter-approved half-cent sales tax ini-
tiative.

Developments and accomplishments from Oct. 
1, 2023, to Sept. 30, 2024, may be found in the Inf-
rastructure Surtax Citizens Oversight Committee 
annual report, which was presented to the Board of 
County Commissioners on Jan. 21. This report marks 
the sixth fiscal year since the county introduced the 
measure.

“After a comprehensive review, I’m pleased to 
report the county has expended the surtax proceeds 
for fiscal year 2023-24 in compliance with Flori-
da Statutes, the approved ballot language and the 
Board of County Commissioners’ 2018 approved re-
ferendum sales tax plan,” said Infrastructure Surtax 

Oversight Committee Chair Ken Kroll. “I encourage 
everyone to visit the St. Lucie County website and 
Board of County Commissioners YouTube page under 
the Half-Cent Sales Tax project section to get a better 
understanding of how these funds have significantly 
benefited our community and our county.”

During fiscal year 2023-24, St. Lucie County 
collected more than $14 million in revenue from the 
sales tax. This money supported a variety of infra-
structure projects, from key resurfacing endeavors 
and vital neighborhood drainage improvements to 
replacing and repairing several bridges and culverts.

Detailed information about these projects 
may be found in the report. To download a copy 
or to view project maps, videos, and more, visit: 
slchalfcent.org.

Annual Citizens Oversight Report showcases how Half-Cent Sales 
Tax improving drainage, roads and more in St. Lucie County

https://www.stlucieco.gov/departments-and-services/public-works/public-works-news
mailto:publicworks%40stlucieco.gov?subject=Re%3A%20Public%20Works%20Email%20Newsletter
mailto:publicworks%40stlucieco.gov?subject=Unsubscribe
http://slchalfcent.org
https://www.stlucieco.gov/departments-and-services/public-works
https://www.stlucieco.gov/departments-and-services/public-works
mailto:Nadege.Pierre%40stlucieco.gov?subject=
https://slchalfcent.org/
https://slchalfcent.org/


AROUND THE COUNTY
FEBRUARY 2025

St. Lucie County Public Works | 2300 Virginia Avenue, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 | 772-462-1708
stlucieco.gov | publicworks@stlucieco.gov

Don’t want to receive this newsletter any longer? Click Unsubscribe to email us.

8

Trained volunteers with Volunteer Inco-
me Tax Assistance (VITA) and AARP will be 
providing free tax preparation assistance at 
five locations throughout St. Lucie County 
starting in February.

VITA sites offer free tax filing assistance 
to residents making $67,000 or less per year. 
IRS-certified volunteers provide free basic 
income tax return preparation with electro-
nic filing to qualified individuals. AARP tax 
help is targeted at low- to moderate-income 
taxpayers. While the focus is on taxpayers 60 
years or older, the volunteers don’t turn anyone 
away because of age.

Assistance will be offered at the following 
locations:

VITA Assistance at the Kilmer Branch 
Library, 101 Melody Lane in Fort Pierce on Sa-
turdays from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. (walk-in) Feb. 1 
through April 12. For questions, call 211.

VITA Assistance at Indian River State 
College, Bldg. Y-Rm. 102, 3209 Virginia Ave. 
in Fort Pierce on Thursdays from 2 to 7 p.m. 
(appointment only) Feb. 6 through March 27. 
(Note the site will be closed on March 20.)

VITA Assistance at the Port St. Lucie Com-
munity Center, 2195 SE Airoso Blvd. in Port St. 
Lucie on Mondays through Wednesdays from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. (walk-in) Feb. 3 through April 16. 
(Note the site will be closed Feb. 17.)

AARP Assistance at the Morningside 
Branch Library, 2410 SE Morningside Blvd. 
in Port St. Lucie on Tuesdays through Fri-
days from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. (appointment 
only) Feb. 4 through April 11. For details and 
appointments, call 772-200-1418.

AARP Tax Aide at the Lakewood Park Vil-
lage Hall, 7508 Jennings Way in Fort Pierce on 
various days and times (walk-in). To view the 
schedule, visit lakewoodparkpoa.com.

A list of potential paperwork that resi-
dents will need to bring to have their federal 
taxes prepared includes: Proof of identifica-
tion, Social Security numbers, birth dates of 
family members, property tax bills, all income 
documents, including wage and earning sta-
tement(s) W-2, W-2G, 1099-R from all emp-
loyers; interest and dividend statements from 
banks (forms 1099-Div); a copy of last year’s 
federal and state returns (if available); health 
care expenses; donation receipts and bank 
routing numbers and account numbers for di-
rect deposit.

Volunteers at all the sites have been 
trained by the Internal Revenue Service.  
For walk-in locations, residents will be     
helped on a first-come; first-served basis.

For IRS help contact the IRS Taxpayer As-
sistance Center, 7410 S U.S. 1 in Port St. Lucie 
or call 772-340-5606. 

Volunteer Tax Assistance available for St. Lucie County Residents

In partnership with the St. Lucie Cul-
tural Alliance, St. Lucie County’s Parks, 
Recreation and Facilities Department will 
host a month-long art exhibit at the Havert 
L. Fenn Center, running Feb. 1 through Feb. 
28 daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The event is 
free and open to the public.

The “Roots of Resilience: Celebra-
ting Black History, Culture, and Legacy” 
exhibition is a community-focused ini-
tiative designed to honor and celebrate 
the rich history, culture and enduring 
legacy of the Black community. This art 
exhibit, hosted during Black History 
Month, seeks to inspire and educate by 
showcasing diverse works that highlight 
themes of resilience, creativity and cul-
tural pride. 

Named after an African American 

St. Lucie County Commissioner who ser-
ved on the board for 14 years (1982-1996) 
and a Fort Pierce City Commissioner for 
10 years (1972-1982), the Havert L. Fenn 
Center is a 60,000-square-foot event 
space managed by St. Lucie County’s 
Parks, Recreation & Facilities Depart-
ment. For more details, visit: www.
stlucieco.gov.

St. Lucie Cultural Alliance is a 
non-profit organization for the arts and 
cultural sector in St. Lucie County. The 
mission of the St. Lucie Cultural Alliance 
is to better position the arts and cultural 
sector as a significant contributor to the 
vibrancy, and educational and economic 
wellbeing, of St. Lucie County. For more 
information about the St. Lucie Cultural 
Alliance, please visit: ArtStLucie.Org.

Fenn Center hosts Black History Month Art Expo
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