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BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATE
Before the enactment of a proposed ordinance, the County shall prepare or cause to be prepared a
business impact estimate in accordance with Section 125.66(3), Florida Statutes.

BOCC Meeting Dates: Permission to advertise held on January 7, 2025, and public hearing to be held
on January 21, 2025

Proposed Ordinance Title/Reference:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-004

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 89-39 WHICH
REQUIRED THE FLUORIDATION OF ALL WATER SYSTEMS
WITHIN ST. LUCIE COUNTY WITH A DESIGN CAPACITY OF ONE
MILLION GALLONS OR MORE; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTING
PROVISIONS; BY PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING
FOR APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR ADMINISTRATIVE
CORRECTION OF SCRIVENER’S ERRORS; PROVIDING FOR
FILING WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE; PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE; PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION AND PROVIDING
FOR CODIFICATION

The Proposed Ordinance [1 does X does not fall under one of the following enumerated exceptions:1
[ The proposed ordinance is required for compliance with Federal or State law or regulation;

O The proposed ordinance relates to the issuance or refinancing of debt;

O The proposed ordinance relates to the adoption of budgets or budget amendments, including revenue
sources necessary to fund the budget;

O The proposed ordinance is required to implement a contract or an agreement, including, but not limited to,
any Federal, State, local, or private grant or other financial assistance accepted by the county government;

[ The proposed ordinance is an emergency ordinance;

[0 The ordinance relates to procurement; or

O The proposed ordinance is enacted to implement the following:

a. Part IT of Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, relating to growth policy, county and municipal planning,
and land development regulation, including zoning, development orders, development agreements
and development permits;

Sections 190.005 and 190.046, Florida Statutes, regarding community development districts;
Section 553.73, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Building Code; or
d. Section 633.202, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Fire Prevention Code.
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A business impact estimate is not required for the above exceptions.

Summary of Proposed Ordinance and Statement of Public Purpose to be Served:

On September 12, 1989, the Board of County Commissioners adopted Ordinance No. 89-39, requiring the
fluoridation of all water systems within St. Lucie County with a design capacity of one million gallons or more. On
November 22, 2024, Florida State Surgeon General Dr. Joseph A. Ladapo announced guidance recommending
against community water fluoridation due to the neuropsychiatric risk associated with fluoride exposure. Section
125.01 (k)1., Florida Statutes, authorizes the Board of County Commissioners to provide and regulate water supply
programs.

1 F.S.125.66(3)(c)(2023)



Estimate of Direct Economic Impact on Private/For Profit Businesses:

Ft. Pierce Utilities Authority (FPUA) costs for last year were approximately $34,500.

Good Faith Estimate of Number of Businesses Likely Impacted:

Out of state supplier of fluoride to Fort Pierce Ultilities Authority (FPUA).

Any Additional Information:

Port St. Lucie Utilities temporarily halted adding fluoride to its water supply in December 2024.




