
 
BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATE 

Before the enactment of a proposed ordinance, the County shall prepare or cause to be prepared a 
business impact estimate in accordance with Section 125.66(3), Florida Statutes. 

 
 

BOCC Meeting Dates: permission to advertise: 9/17/24, P&Z hearing: 10/17/24, 1st BOCC hearing: 
12/3/24, 2nd BOCC hearing: 12/10/24 
 

Proposed Ordinance Title/Reference:   
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ST. LUCIE COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
AMENDING LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, SECTION 11.05.11.A. MINING PERMITS CREATING AN 
ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL PROCESS FOR MINING PERMIT EXEMPTIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR APPLICABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR FILING WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; 
PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION; AND PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION.    
 
The Proposed Ordinance ☐ does  ☒ does not fall under one of the following enumerated exceptions:1 

☐ The proposed ordinance is required for compliance with Federal or State law or regulation; 
☐ The proposed ordinance relates to the issuance or refinancing of debt; 
☐ The proposed ordinance relates to the adoption of budgets or budget amendments, including revenue 

sources necessary to fund the budget; 
☐ The proposed ordinance is required to implement a contract or an agreement, including, but not limited to, 

any Federal, State, local, or private grant or other financial assistance accepted by the county government; 
☐ The proposed ordinance is an emergency ordinance; 
☐ The ordinance relates to procurement; or 
☐ The proposed ordinance is enacted to implement the following: 

a. Part II of Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, relating to growth policy, county and municipal planning, 
and land development regulation, including zoning, development orders, development agreements 
and development permits; 

b. Sections 190.005 and 190.046, Florida Statutes, regarding community development districts; 
c. Section 553.73, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Building Code; or 
d. Section 633.202, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Fire Prevention Code. 

 
A business impact estimate is not required for the above exceptions. 

 

 
At the May 15, 2024, Board of County Commissioners Informal Meeting, the subject of mining permit exemptions 
was discussed with the Board.  Mining permit exemptions are used for land development projects that request to 
haul material in excess of 100 cubic yards from the site.  These land development projects are not commercial mines, 
however, they must follow the same public hearing, noticing, and other requirements similar to a commercial mine 
based on the current codified language.   
 
To streamline the process, Staff recommended increasing the threshold for applications that must enter the public 
hearing process for consideration by the Board from 100 cubic yards to 30,000 cubic yards.  Small and medium-
sized projects that haul below 30,000 cubic yards offsite would be administratively approved.    
 
This action would propose alternate language to land development code section 11.05.11 – Mining Permits.  The 
proposed changes will be provided prior to the public hearings. 
 
  

 
1 F.S. 125.66(3)(c)(2023) 



Estimate of Direct Economic Impact on Private/For Profit Businesses: 
 
a. Estimate of Direct Business Compliance Costs: No direct compliance costs.  The applicant will need to submit 

a complete mining permit application to the County Engineer for review and pay the associated application fee 
regardless of the method of approval (Board approval or administratively approved). 
 

b. New Charges/Fees on Businesses Impacted: No new application fees are being proposed at this time. 
 

c. Estimate of Regulatory Costs: No additional regulatory costs.  The applicant will need to submit a complete 
mining permit application to the County Engineer for review and pay the associated application fee regardless 
of the method of approval (Board approval or administratively approved). 

 
Good Faith Estimate of Number of Businesses Likely Impacted:  
 
Each mining permit exemption application will need to be individually reviewed by staff to identify any businesses 
that will likely be impacted due to the hauling of surplus material offsite.  The cost to address any anticipated impacts 
to businesses as a result of the offsite hauling of material will be included in the security maintenance bond as a 
condition of approval.  The number of businesses likely impacted will vary greatly depending on the location of the 
site, proximity to County roads, methods of excavation (dewatering impacts) and the proposed haul route.      
 
 
Any Additional Information:  
 

The purpose of this ordinance is to streamline the process for approval of mining permit exemptions by 
incorporating a process of administrative approval for small to medium-sized sites (<30,000 cubic yards of 
surplus material hauled offsite). 
 

 


