
 
BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATE 

Before the enactment of a proposed ordinance, the County shall prepare or cause to be prepared a 
business impact estimate in accordance with Section 125.66(3), Florida Statutes. 

 
 

BOCC Meeting Dates: permission to advertise requested on June 2, 2026, for a public hearing to be 
held on July 7, 2026 at 6:00 PM, or as soon thereafter as the item may be heard. 
 

Proposed Ordinance Title/Reference:  
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 18 “EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND EMERGENCY 
SERVICES” OF THE ST. LUCIE COUNTY CODE, BY AMENDING ARTICLE I “IN GENERAL”, TO 
PROVIDE FOR A NEW ARTICLE I, SETTING FORTH PURPOSE; DEFINITIONS; EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY; EMEGRENCY POWERS; CONTINUITY OF OPERATIONS; 
COMPREHENSIVE EMERGENCY PLAN; TRAINING; AND REPORTING; AMENDING ARTICLE II, 
SEC. 18-21 “DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY” TO REMOVE OBSOLETE PROVISIONS; CREATING 
ARTICLE V “COMPREHENSIVE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN REVIEW, TRAINING, AND 
EXERCISE REQUIREMENTS, AND PROCEDURES FOR THE HEALTH CARE INDUSTRY”, 
SETTING FORTH PURPOSE; DEFINITIONS; APPLICABILITY; EMERGENCY PLAN REVIEW; 
APPROVAL; COMPLIANCE; FEES; AND CERTIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTING 
PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR FILING 
WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; PROVIDING FOR 
CODIFICATION; AND PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION 
 
The Proposed Ordinance ☐ does  ☒ does not fall under one of the following enumerated exceptions:1 

☐ The proposed ordinance is required for compliance with Federal or State law or regulation; 
☐ The proposed ordinance relates to the issuance or refinancing of debt; 
☐ The proposed ordinance relates to the adoption of budgets or budget amendments, including revenue 

sources necessary to fund the budget; 
☐ The proposed ordinance is required to implement a contract or an agreement, including, but not limited to, 

any Federal, State, local, or private grant or other financial assistance accepted by the county government; 
☐ The proposed ordinance is an emergency ordinance; 
☐ The ordinance relates to procurement; or 
☐ The proposed ordinance is enacted to implement the following: 

a. Part II of Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, relating to growth policy, county and municipal planning, 
and land development regulation, including zoning, development orders, development agreements 
and development permits; 

b. Sections 190.005 and 190.046, Florida Statutes, regarding community development districts; 
c. Section 553.73, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Building Code; or 
d. Section 633.202, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Fire Prevention Code. 

 
A business impact estimate is not required for the above exceptions. 

 

Summary of Proposed Ordinance and Statement of Public Purpose to be Served: 
 
Section 252.38, Florida Statutes, provides that safeguarding the life and property of citizens is an innate 
responsibility of the governing body of each political subdivision of the State.  
 
The Board of County Commissioners of St. Lucie County, Florida, (Board), pursuant to Chapter 252, 
Florida Statutes, has the authority to provide for the health, safety, and welfare of the people and 
property within St. Lucie County during an emergency; and, 
 
The Board desires to amend Chapter 18, Emergency Management and Emergency Services, to provide 
for a new Article I,  which provides for purpose; definitions; creation of emergency management 
agency; emergency powers; continuity of government and operations; comprehensive emergency 

 
1 F.S. 125.66(3)(c)(2025) 



management plan; training and exercise; compliance and reporting requirements;  to amend Article II to 
delete obsolete emergency management provisions; and add Article V, which provides for purpose; 
definitions; applicability; emergency plan review; approval; compliance; fees; and certification.  
 
The Board is authorized to enact this ordinance pursuant to Article VIII, Section 1(f) of the Florida 
Constitution, Section 125.01, Florida Statutes,  Chapter 252, Florida Statutes, and 27P-20.003, Florida 
Administrative Code.  
 
The Board has determined that the proposed amendments to the Code are in the best interest of the health, 
safety, and public welfare of the citizens of the County. 
Estimate of Direct Economic Impact on Private/For Profit Businesses: 
 
a. Estimate of Direct Business Compliance Costs:  

Direct compliance costs are expected to be minimal to moderate, as affected facilities are already required under 
state law and rule (AHCA, DCF, APD) to develop, maintain, and submit Comprehensive Emergency 
Management Plans (CEMPs), and to participate in annual training and exercises. 
Any additional costs will primarily be administrative in nature and may include: 
• Staff time to prepare, review, and submit plans in accordance with standardized county procedures  
• Minor updates to existing plans to align with county review criteria and crosswalks  
• Coordination time for participation in required training and exercises  
These activities are largely part of existing operational and regulatory compliance responsibilities; therefore, 
incremental costs attributable to this ordinance are expected to be low. 
 
 

b. New Charges/Fees on Businesses Impacted:  
The ordinance establishes fees in accordance with Rule 27P-20.003, Florida Administrative Code. The current 
fees associated with plan review and related services are as follows: 
• $62.50 filing fee (covers up to two (2) hours of review)  
• $31.25 per additional hour of review  
• Maximum annual fee:  

o $250.00 for facilities with 16 beds or fewer  
o $500.00 for facilities with more than 16 beds (per Rule 27P-20.003, F.A.C.)  

• $25.00 consultation fee (as applicable)  
These fees are consistent with state-authorized cost recovery provisions and are capped to limit financial impact 
on facilities. 

 
c. Estimate of Regulatory Costs:  

The estimated regulatory cost per facility is expected to range from approximately $250 to $500 annually, 
depending on facility size and level of review required. 
Because these costs are capped and aligned with state fee structures, the financial impact is considered limited 
and predictable. 
 
 

Good Faith Estimate of Number of Businesses Likely Impacted:  
• Hospitals: 5  
• Nursing homes: 10  
• Assisted living facilities (ALFs): 125  
• Adult day care centers: 6  
• Ambulatory surgical centers: 7  
• Group Homes 99 (approximately 30 new applications in process) 
• Other (ICF, transitional living, RTF, etc.): 3  

 
Reasonable total estimate: Approximately 255 – 285 facilities 
 
Any Additional Information:  
 
NONE. 
 

 


