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St. Lucie County Stormwater Inspector James O’Connor gets ready to photograph a driveway culvert on Birch Drive on January 13.

Culvert inspections help prevent
drainage issues, driveway failures

St. Lucie County continues to take steps
to improve stormwater drainage.

As swale maintenance continues around
the county, the Water Quality Division is
also taking advantage of the dry season to in-
spect driveway culverts. County Stormwater
Inspector James O’Connor notes that this is
the “ideal time” to do the work.

“When rainy season starts, and the
ground is saturated, it becomes more diffi-
cult for the contractor to dig.”

Swale maintenance began in October.
The county’s contractor, Environmental
Land Development, Inc. (ELD), has been
digging swales on select streets in Lakewood
Park, River Park, and Indian River Estates.
ELD has also been vacuuming the culvert
pipes as part of this process. Following that
cleanup, O’'Connor photographs the interior
of the pipes and looks for signs of failure.

“Key indicators are depressions behind
concrete miters, undermining of the drive-

way, sediment being expelled from the out-
let of pipes, and sections of pipe that have
rusted away,” he explains.

A failing culvert can slow or completely
block the flow of stormwater runoff and dis-
rupt drainage to an entire neighborhood. Be-
cause of the pipe’s location, a failing culvert
also creates the potential for damage to or
collapse of a portion of the driveway.

- Continued on Page 3
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Road and Bridge

celebrates

employee excellence

The St. Lucie County Public
Works Road and Bridge Division is
proud to celebrate two incredible
individuals.

Jeff Gionfriddo, a heavy equip-
ment operator, is the newest Em-
ployee of the Quarter for the division.

“He takes his role very seriously,”
said Derek Moore, Road and Bridge
Division Manager. “While his exper-
tise is invaluable, it is his character
that truly stands out.”

Barbara Miller, Road and Bridge
Program Coordinator, has been
named Employee of the Year for
2025 for the division.

“Barbara is instrumental in
keeping us on schedule and ensuring
the highest quality of work,” said
Moore.

Thank you, Barbara and Jeff, for
your dedication to the team!

Jeff Gionfriddo

Barbara Miller

Explore St. Lucie County job openings here.

Wylder road work begins in February

The City of Port St. Lucie will begin reconstructing a
portion of Commerce Centre Drive/Wylder Parkway at
Glades Cut Off Road the week of February 16.

Full Depth Reclamation (FDR) will be utilized to re-
habilitate approximately 1,000 linear feet of roadway be-
tween the Florida East Coast (FEC) railroad right-of-way
and Northwest Reserve Park Trace. Asphalt Paving Sys-
tems, Inc. (APS) will work during nighttime hours. The
road will remain open during the project, but there will
be a single-lane closure in place. Flaggers will safely ma-
nage traffic flow during this time. Motorists are advised
to use extra caution.

The City and St. Lucie County have been coordinating
to minimize delays and to promote the safety of the tra-
veling public.

St. Lucie County’s weekly road
closures updates can be found here.

ILLICIT DISCHARGES
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is an
“illicit discharge?”

An illicit discharge is defined as any
discharge into the municipal storm
sewer system that is not composed en-
tirely of storm water.

Examples of illicit discharges

e Paint or other home
improvement waste

e Cooking grease and
household waste

e Septic tank seepage or illegal
sanitary connections

e Auto fluids

e Chlorinated pool/spa discharge

e Pesticides and fertilizers

How do | know if it's an
“illicit discharge?”

Look for an outfall. This is the point
in the system — a pipe or ditch, for
instance -- where stormwater runoff
empties into a body of water. Visible
waste, foul odors, discoloration, or
even suds can indicate the water is
contaminated. If water is flowing from
the outfall but there has not been a re-
cent rainfall, this could also indicate it
is an illicit discharge.

How do | report asuspect-
ed “illicit discharge?”

Email waterquality@stlucieco.gov
or call (772) 462-1435.
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County Stormwater Inspector James O’Connor looks for
signs that a pipe might be failing while inspecting driveway
culverts on January 13.

St. Lucie residents can apply
for help to repair culverts

- Continued from Page 1

Once documented, a letter and inspection report are
mailed to the resident, who has 30 days to respond or
comply.

Many homeowners may be surprised to learn that
they are responsible for replacing their driveway cul-
vert when it fails. St. Lucie County offers the Culvert
Assistance Program to help offset the cost for those who
qualify. This program offers deferred payments, so the
expense becomes part of the yearly taxes and is spread
over a 10-year period.

Chuck Sivley owns a home on Seagrape Drive and
the lot behind him on Myrtle Drive. Inspections indi-
cated the culvert pipe at each location needs to be re-
placed. He has already begun the process of replacing
the one on his lot, and plans to apply for the Culvert
Assistance Program to help with his driveway pipe.

“It’s not fun, but it's a necessary thing,” said Sivley.
“This is a good thing that Jim and his colleagues are
doing. They’ve made the process easier.”

For more information about driveway
verts or the Culvert Assistance Program,
waterquality@stlucieco.gov.

cul-
email

THANKS FOR
READING!

Want future issues
emailed to you?
Sign up today! Email
publicworks@stlucieco.gov

Homeowner thanks Water
Quality team for making
culvert replacement easier

When it comes to the responsibili-
ties of home ownership, the driveway
culvert is not necessarily top of mind.

In fact, many homeowners are
surprised to learn that it is up to
them to replace the pipe when it fails.

In early December, Chuck Sivley
received a letter notifying him that
the culvert pipe on his Myrtle Drive
lot needed to be replaced. Seagrape
Drive, where his house is located,
had not yet been inspected. In an ef-
fort to be prepared, he called and as-
ked to have his home’s pipe checked.

St. Lucie County Stormwater In-
spector James O’Connor was there
the next day. An inspection revealed
that a portion of the approximately
40-year-old pipe had rusted out and
it would also need to be replaced.

“When the citizens are proac-
tive, we try to do everything we can
within code and county standards,”
said O’Connor. “Unfortunately, Mr.
Chuck was hit with a double wham-
my here. However, even with that,
he’s being proactive, trying to resolve
the issue because he understands the
importance of the drainage and get-
ting runoff out of here.”

Despite hoping for a better out-
come, Sivley is grateful for the know-
ledge and is now planning his repairs.

“It's not fun, but it's a necessary
thing,” said Sivley.

He has already begun to address
the pipe on his lot himself. He plans
to apply for the County Culvert As-
sistance Program (CAP) to help re-
place his home’s driveway culvert.

Chuck Sivley

The CAP helps offset the cost of
replacing a culvert for homeowners
who qualify. The program offers de-
ferred payments, so the expense be-
comes part of the yearly taxes and is
spread over a 10-year period.

Throughout this experience, Si-
vley has also worked with Water
Quality’s Brian Brown, Drainage
Maintenance Supervisor, and Will
Cornelius, Project Manager. He cre-
dits each of them for sharing time,
expertise, and ideas.

“They've just made this process
easier,” said Sivley. “Jim, Brian, Will,
they're all excellent. One of the most
important things is they treat every-
body fair.”
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Stormwater plan updated to keep
residents safe, protect waterways

St. Lucie County continues to take
steps to reduce stormwater flooding
risks.

The updated Stormwater Master
Plan was approved by the Board of
County Commissioners (BOCC) at the
general meeting on January 27.

The plan is a comprehensive road-
map for managing stormwater runoff,
reducing flood risks and protecting
local waterways. The updates reflect
today’s rapid population growth, ri-
sing sea levels and increasingly se-
vere storm events. It was prepared
by Tetra Tech with support by Firefly
Group and Erin L. Deady, P.A.

This project included public out-
reach and interviews with various sta-
keholders about stormwater manage-
ment and treatment needs around
the county. As a result, five priority
basins with the most critical issues
were identified: Northeast County

Basin, White City/Lower North Fork
Basin, Upper Ten Mile Creek Ba-
sin, Five Mile Creek/Ten Mile Creek
North Basin, and C-23/C-24 Basin.
Subsequent modeling studies also
looked at soil data, land use, topo-
graphy, rainfall, and hydraulics to
identify flood risks, simulate flood
scenarios, and evaluate stormwater
management options for these are-
as. This work provides staff a better
understanding of where the greatest
needs are and how to best address
them. Projects like wet detention
ponds, swale improvements, and up-
grading culverts and catch basins are
among the strategies identified that
could strengthen stormwater systems
within each of these priority basins.
Updates to the Stormwater Master
Plan were funded by the American
Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021.

Wet detention ponds, like the one constructed at Ancient Oaks
Preserve in 2025 (top), and swale improvements (above) are
Just a couple of the strategies that can strengthen stormwater
systems around the county.
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Half-cent sales tax generates more than
$15M for St. Lucie infrastructure in 2025

The 2018 voter-approved half-cent
sales tax initiative continues to im-
prove road safety, add sidewalks, and
clean rivers in St. Lucie County.

Developments and accomplish-
ments from Oct. 1, 2024, to Sept. 30,
2025, are now available in the Infra-
structure Surtax Citizens Oversight
Committee annual report, which was
presented to the St. Lucie County
Board of County Commissioners re-
gular meeting on Jan. 27. This report
marks the seventh fiscal year since the
measure was introduced.

“During this fiscal year, the Infra-
structure Surtax generated over $15.5
million, with contributions coming
from residents, visitors, and tourists
alike. These funds supported 53 com-
pleted projects, with 37 additional
projects underway or planned, re-
presenting a total investment of over
$88 million in community infrastruc-
ture across St. Lucie County,” said
resident Ken Kroll, who serves as the
chair of the Infrastructure Citizens
Oversight Committee (ISCOC). “Ba-
sed on our comprehensive review, the
ISCOC affirms that surtax proceeds
for FY 2024—2025 were expended in
full compliance with Florida Statutes,
the approved ballot language, and the
commissioner-approved 2018 10-Year
Infrastructure Plan.”

The completion of the Keen Road
over Taylor Creek bridge replacement
and repairs to multiple other bridges
help ensure critical transportation
links withstand future stress and we-
ather events. Culvert repairs and re-
placements help improve drainage to
prevent dangerous roadway flooding
and facilitate recovery from extreme

weather events. The repaving of Shinn
Road creates a safer, more reliable sur-
face for motorists.

To help ensure these funds are
used appropriately on infrastructure
needs, an independent Citizens Over-
sight Committee was created when
the surtax was adopted. This group
meets quarterly each year to review
and evaluate ongoing projects. Their
next meeting is scheduled for 1:30 p.m.
on Thursday, March 12 in Conference
Room 3 of the Roger Poitras Adminis-
tration Annex, located at 2300 Virginia
Avenue in Fort Pierce.

“As we move into the final years of
the voter approved Infrastructure Sa-
les Surtax, it is important for the com-
munity to recognize what is at stake.
This surtax has funded the roadways
we depend on, drainage and flood
mitigation projects that protect our
neighborhoods, and water quality and
safety improvements that strengthen
our county. Without renewal, many
of these essential projects would be
delayed or discontinued, placing the
financial burden solely on property
taxpayers,” added Kroll. “Renewing
the surtax allows the cost to remain
shared by residents, businesses, and
visitors, while preserving a stable,
transparent funding source that vo-
ters originally endorsed. Continued
investment through the surtax helps
maintain momentum, public safety,
and quality of life as St. Lucie County
continues to grow.”

Detailed information about these,
and other projects, may be found in
the annual report. To download a copy,
or to view project maps, videos, and

more, visit slchalfcent.org.

Public Works video updates

Click on the image below to watch the video.
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The St. Lucie County Board of
County Commissioners approved at
the Regular Meeting on January 27
a transfer of roads between the Flo-
rida Department of Transportation
(FDOT) and the County.

Roads FDOT will acquire were
selected based on their connection
to major roadways including US-1
and 1-95, as well as their function as
evacuation routes and the location
of critical facilities. Conversely, the
County will take over ownership and
maintenance of roads that lack some
of these qualifiers.

St. Lucie County to acquire:
SR-607/Emerson Avenue from
@ SR-614/Indrio Road to the In-
dian River County Line;

SR-615/North 25th Street from
@ CR-611B/Edwards Road to
US-1/SR-5/Federal Highway;
These transfers will occur upon
the satisfactory completion of con-
struction projects along each road-
way. North 25th Street was recently
resurfaced by FDOT and construc-
tion is complete. Emerson Avenue
has a resurfacing project currently
underway. Closeout of both of these
projects is expected by mid-2026.

Florida Department

of Transportation to acquire:
CR-712/Midway Road from
1-95 to US-1/SR-5/Federal
Highway;

CR-614/Indrio Road from SR-
@ 713/Kings Highway to US-1/
SR-5/Federal Highway;

State, County agree to swap roads

Indrio Road and Midway Road
between Jenkins Road and US-1
will transfer upon final execution of
the transfer agreement. The portion
of Midway Road between 1-95 and
Jenkins Road will remain Coun-
ty responsibility until the notice to
proceed is issued for the 4-lane road
widening project between Glades
Cut Off Road and Jenkins Road,
including the southbound turnpike
ramps, which is expected to occur in
mid-2027.

Upon the completion of each
transfer, jurisdictions will assume
ownership and maintenance of the
roadbed, signage and marking, si-
dewalks, curbing, guardrails, bicycle
paths, traffic control devices, drai-
nage infrastructure, bridges, and
drainage ponds associated with each
road.

The County will continue to
maintain the enhanced median
landscaping and provide right of
way mowing along Midway Road.
Enhanced landscaping and street
lighting along North 25th Street, ge-
nerally beginning north of Virginia
Avenue are currently maintained
by the City of Fort Pierce. The exis-
ting FEC rail crossing along Midway
Road located just east of Glades Cut
Off Road will remain the responsibi-
lity of the County based on the terms
of the current license agreement
between the County and FEC, until
such time as FDOT and FEC negoti-
ate and sign a new agreement.

For more information on how the
County roads and bridges are main-
tained, please visit stlucieco.gov.

Watch a replay of the January 27
BOCC Regular Meeting, where this
item was discussed, here.
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Free Lunch & Learn
series in March

St. Lucie County residents are invited to learn
from industry experts at free quarterly events at
the Havert L. Fenn Center in Fort Pierce, located
at 2000 Virginia Ave.

Speakers will share information about a va-
riety of utility and recycling-related topics while
participants enjoy a free lunch and giveaways.

The series kicks off on March 11 from 12 to 1
p.m. with panelists from Public Utilities, Solid
Waste, Oxbow Eco-Center, and the University
of Florida. The panel will teach attendees how
to make conservation and sustainability habits
second nature.

To RSVP to the event, visit the Public Utilities
Lunch & Learn RSVP form.

Save the dates:

March 11, 2026, 12 -1 p.m., “Celebrate
Earth Day every day.”

From saving water to reducing waste, learn
about Earth Day and what inspired the move-
ment.

June 17, 2026, 12 — 1 p.m., “Hurricane
preparedness beyond your Kit.”

Get tips from St. Lucie County staff on the best
practices to prepare your home and your family
for a storm.

September 23, 2026, 12 — 1 p.m., “Pre-
view new water treatment projects.”

Peek at the progress of new and expanded utility
plants and find out when residents will benefit
from them.

November 4, 2026, 12 — 1 p.m., “Commit
to recycling right.”

Bridge the gap between knowledge and action
and take the America Recycles Day Pledge.

Thanks to Waste Pro, St. Lucie County’s gar-
bage hauler, for sponsoring the 2026 Lunch &
Learn series.

Lewis Library wants you
to get caught reading

ST. LUCIE COUNTY - The Paula A. Le-
wis Library staff wants residents to “Get
Caught Reading” this year.

Each month, during regular business
hours, library patrons are encouraged
to take pictures of themselves and their
children with a variety of stuffed versi-
ons of various literary characters inside
the Lewis Branch Library.

Library visitors can take their photos
and view the display of photos on the art
space wall by the front circulation desk
at the Paula A. Lewis Library. There will

also be a small photo area in the youth
section of our branch where families or
individuals can borrow a character to get
photographed with.

The Paula A. Lewis Branch Library is
located at 2950 SW Rosser Blvd. in Port
St. Lucie. Regular hours are Monday and
Wednesday from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.;
Tuesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 8
p.m.; Friday and Saturday from 9 a.m. to
5p.m.

For more information, please visit the
St. Lucie County Library site.

Public Works video updates

Click on the image below to watch the video.
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Valentine’s Day is almost here

Valentine’s Day is February 14. If you're struggling to find just the right card for your special
someone, here are some Public Works-inspired messages that you didn’t know you needed.
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