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IN THIS ISSUE:

A new pipe lining is led into one of the existing culverts beneath Johnston Road at Fort Pierce 
Farms Water Control District (FPFWCD) Canal 1 on January 6. The slip-lining process was
identified as the most appropriate method of repair for this project.

Public Works projects to watch in 2026
Decorations are coming down, calendars 

are resetting, and the important work of 
enhancing St. Lucie County’s quality of life 
continues. 

As 2026 unfolds, Public Works has a varie-
ty of projects to note in the coming year, inclu-
ding but not limited to the following projects: 

Johnston Road
Work continues approximately one-half 

mile south of Indrio Road at the Fort Pierce 
Farms Water Control District (FPFWCD) 
Canal 1 culvert crossing. This road has been 
closed since October due to unsafe conditions 
resulting from a collapsed culvert beneath the 
roadway. Two additional pipes in the vicinity 
are also deteriorating and will also be repaired 
as part of the repair project in an abundance 
of caution. 

St. Lucie County Public Works is working as 
quickly as possible to safely repair the deteri-
orated pipes, restore the roadway, and reopen 
the roadway to traffic.  Work is expected to be 
completed in February, pending weather and 
any unforeseen conditions. 

Following this project, two additional cul-
vert repairs are scheduled in 2026, at FPF-
WCD Canals 16 and 17. The existing 48-inch 
corrugated metal pipes (CMP) will be replaced 
with new 10-feet by six-feet-wide concrete box 
culverts.  Tentatively, Johnston Road will need 
to be closed for the repairs at these two canal 
crossings just north of Meadowood in Febru-
ary and through at least March.  

-- Continued on Page 4
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ANSWERING YOUR
QUESTIONS IN 2026

Indian River Estates swales, signs, 
and more receive some TLC

Some much-needed improvements are under 
way around Indian River Estates.

The St. Lucie County contractor, Environ-
mental Land Development (ELD), is performing 
swale maintenance along Seagrape Drive, bet-
ween Easy Street and Midway Road; Birch Dri-
ve, between Easy Street and Howard Street; and 
Myrtle Drive, between Easy Street and Howard 
Street. 

Because drainage swales can become clogged 
over time, this work helps ensure they continue 
to function properly. These swales are essential 
to treating and moving stormwater runoff away 
from people and property.

The Water Quality Division oversees the ma-
nagement and operation of the enhanced swale 
maintenance program around St. Lucie County.

Street signs around this area are also being 
updated. The Traffic Section of the Road and 
Bridge Division fabricated approximately 500 

new street names, stop signs, directionals and 
more, and Southwide Industries has been con-
tracted by the County to install them. 

A segment of the Shared-Use Nonmotorized 
(SUN) Trail network is expected to be comple-
ted in early 2026. These improvements include 
construction of approximately 4.2 miles of eight- 
and 10-foot wide accessible multi-use trail from 
Kitterman Road to the Savannas Recreation 
Area. The Florida Department of Transportation 
(FDOT) is managing this project in partnership 
with the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection, City of Fort Pierce, St. Lucie County, 
and the St. Lucie County Transportation Plan-
ning Organization (TPO). Single-lane closures 
may accompany this work between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m. Monday through Sunday. 

Additional drainage improvements are also 
in the works for Indian River Estates, with con-
struction expected to begin in early 2026. 

Shawn Bare with Southwide Industries assembles new signs for the intersection of Birch Drive
and Bartow Street on December 30. What kinds of questions

can I submit?
We want to feature your Public 
Works questions in the newsletter 
this year. Wondering about a specif-
ic project you drove past? Want to 
know what a “baffle box” is? Send in 
your questions and each month we’ll 
answer one here in the newsletter.

Where do I send my 
questions?
Email publicworks@stlucieco.gov 
with your questions. Please include 
“Question for Newsletter” in your 
subject line.

Need any other
information?
Please include your name and where 
you live. A general description of 
your neighborhood is fine (Lakewood 
Park, Indian River Estates, etc.)
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Indrio Savannahs pond helps county water quality
Scenes from the new stormwater treatment pond at Indrio Savannahs Preserve, as seen on December 8, 2025.

A new stormwater treatment pond has 
been constructed at Indrio Savannahs Pre-
serve.

The 297-acre preserve contains a natural 
flow-way that connects the northernmost 
lands in St. Lucie County to Taylor Creek. A 
35-acre man-made lake was isolated from the 
surrounding marsh system. This meant that 
untreated water would drain from west to 
east into the Savannahs system before even-
tually making its way into the Indian River 
Lagoon.

The new stormwater treatment pond con-

nects the northern county drainage basin 
to the lake. Areas like this illustrate how St. 
Lucie County is using green infrastructure to 
enhance community safety and quality of life. 
By planting native trees and restoring wet-
lands, excess nutrients like phosphorous and 
nitrogen are removed from stormwater runoff 
before entering the Indian River Lagoon and 
St. Lucie River estuaries. Strategically placed 
gabion walls – retaining structures used for 
erosion control and soil stabilization – are 
beneficial by increasing the length of the flow 
path of the water. This gives those nutrients 

time to separate from the runoff.
Left untreated, large concentrations of 

those nutrients in the estuaries contribute to 
the potential for algae and blue green algae 
blooms. Keeping them away helps promote 
a more natural and environmentally friendly 
system.

The project is funded by the American Re-
scue Plan Act (ARP) of 2021.

The parking lot and trails remain tem-
porarily closed pending the construction of 
boardwalks to restore pedestrian connectivi-
ty to the trail system.
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Plans are also still in development to re-
visit the crossing at Canals 1 and 15, as well. 
A bridge is under design for that location, 
which would span over the canal crossings 
and eliminate the dangerous S-curve in the 
roadway alignment. Construction for this 
project is anticipated in 2027. 

American Rescue Plan Water
Quality Projects

Water Quality staff has been busy with 
a full slate of projects being funded by the 
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, a num-
ber of which were completed in 2025. Ad-
ditional projects nearing completion are 
the addition of eight underground storm-
water baffle boxes in the River Park area, 
the construction of a stormwater treatment 

area (STA) in Sheraton Plaza, and a series 
of drainage improvements to Harmony 
Heights. An updated stormwater master 
plan is also scheduled to be completed in 
2026, as is the Hog Pen Slough STA, a col-
laboration with the City of Port St. Lucie. 
St. Lucie County provided funding towards 
design and permitting for the project. 

The goal of these projects is to keep ex-
cess phosphorous and nitrogen away from 
the St. Lucie River and Indian River Lagoon 
estuaries, leading to a more natural and en-
vironmentally friendly system. 

Better roads
A handful of roads around the coun-

ty are scheduled to be resurfaced in 2026, 
thanks to funds from the 2018 voter-ap-
proved Half-Cent Infrastructure Sales Tax 
initiative. This program helps improve 

roads and bridges, build more sidewalks, 
and supports water quality projects around 
the county.

Sections of South 33rd Street, Old Dixie 
Highway, Glades Cut Off Road, Fort Pierce 
Boulevard, Edwards Road, and Prima Vista 
Boulevard are scheduled to be milled and 
overlaid this year. During this process, the 
top layer of pavement is removed by grin-
ding the street. Once removed, a coat of 
adhesive oil is applied. Following that step, 
the new layer of pavement is installed and 
leveled.

North Kings Highway, between Liberty 
Way and Cabana Lane, as well as a stretch 
between Fort Walton Avenue and Salerno 
Road, was resurfaced using this technique 
in November.

-- Continued on Page 5

-- Continued from Page 1

Water Quality projects, road improvements this year

ABOVE: A portion of North Kings Highway is milled 
and overlaid on November 24.

LEFT: The installation of eight underground stormwa-
ter baffle boxes in the River Park area, like this one seen 
in July, are nearly complete. Thsi project is among a 
slate of water quality initiatives funded by the American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021.
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St. Lucie County’s new Pavement Ma-
nagement Plan helps determine when and 
what type of road maintenance approach is 
the most cost-effective strategy, optimizing 
expenditures and returning value and sa-
fety to residents and visitors that drive the 
roads. 

Orange Avenue culvert repairs
Culvert work continues along Orange 

Avenue in western St. Lucie County to start 
the year. Four locations, between mile mar-
ker 2.2 and mile marker 4, are either being 
removed or replaced. One box culvert (Cul-
vert D) at mile 3 has been removed, and a 
second site at mile marker 2.3 (Culvert B) 
has been replaced with a reinforced con-
crete pipe (RCP). The remaining two sites 
(Culverts A and C), are in the process of 
being removed.  

Orange Avenue will remain open during 
construction, but motorists should note the 
following modifications. Traffic will shift to 
the temporary diversion roadway and the 
speed limit within the project area will be 
reduced from 55 MPH to 30 MPH. Drivers 
are advised to use extra caution. 

Work is expected to be completed in 
April. 

New Traffic Signal
New traffic signals at Wylder Parkway and 

Glades Cut Off Road began operation on in 
late December. 

They will operate in “flashing mode” whi-
le the team continues to coordinate with the 
Florida East Coast Railway (FEC) for the safe 
operation of the traffic signal with train traf-
fic.  During this process, the signal will flash 
“yellow” in both directions on Glades Cut 
Off Road, and “red” on the Wylder Parkway  

and Commerce Centre Drive approaches. 
Drivers are reminded to stop at the flashing 
“red” light just as if it were a stop sign, and 
then proceed when safe to do so. Drivers ap-
proaching the “yellow” flashing light should 
proceed with caution and yield to traffic and 
pedestrians as needed. 

For more information, please call (772) 
462-2511. 

For updates and information on these, 
and other projects throughout the year, stay 
tuned to the St. Lucie County Public Works 
email newsletter.

Navigating new traffic signals at Wylder, Glades Cut Off Road
-- Continued from Page 4

Public Works video updates Click on an image below to watch the video.

New traffic signals at 
Glades Cut Off Road and 
Wylder Parkway are op-
erating in “flashing mode” 
while the team continues 
to coordinate with the Flo-
rida East Coast Railway 
(FEC) for the safe operati-
on of the traffic signal with 
train traffic. 
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AROUND THE COUNTY

ST. LUCIE COUNTY – The American 
Council of Engineering Companies of Flori-
da (ACEC) recently named St. Lucie County’s 
Port, Inlet and Beaches Department Director 
Joshua Revord as the Florida Engineer of Dis-
tinction.

The agency’s quarterly magazine, Engi-
neering Florida, features a four-page article in 
the winter edition, highlighting Revord’s ac-
complishments working for St. Lucie County 
and focusing on his recent election as Chair 
of the Florida Seaport Transportation and 
Economic Development Council. A graduate 
of Port St. Lucie High School, Revord earned 
degrees from Florida Institute of Technology 
and the University of Florida before returning 
home to work as a stormwater engineer with 
St. Lucie County in 2016. Since that time, Re-
vord has served as the county’s coastal engi-
neer, before being tapped to lead the recently 

created Port, Inlet and Beaches Department.
“It’s an honor to be recognized as the 

ACEC’s Engineer of Distinction, but it’s an 
even greater honor that I get the chance to 
work in the same area I grew up, protecting 
the beaches and waterways that I loved as a 
kid growing up in St. Lucie County,” said Re-
vord. “I feel privileged to be able to share the 
same experiences I had growing up with my 
children. I come to work every day to protect 
these resources for them and their future 
children and grandchildren.”

Please visit the Engineering Florida online 
magazine site.

The American Council of Engineering 
Companies of Florida is the voice of Flori-
da’s engineering industry, representing more 
than 350 consulting engineering companies, 
specializing in all disciplines in seven regions 
throughout Florida.

St. Lucie County Port, Inlet        
& Beaches Director named 

Florida Engineer of Distinction

Did you know St. Lucie County
offers a mix of email newsletters 
to help keep you informed?

The Environmental Resources Department         
of St. Lucie County brings you timely, useful 
information, as well as activities and tips for 
enjoying natural areas around the county.

Click here to learn more and sign up.

Between the Pines

Get updates, upcoming event information,   
and more from St. Lucie County Libraries.

Click here to learn more and sign up.

St. Lucie County Libraries

St. Lucie Water Champions is a free ac-
tion-based program aimed to encourage              
St. Lucie County adult residents to take part 
in monitoring, service projects, and citizen                   
science efforts benefiting the St. Lucie River 
and Indian River Lagoon. 

Click here to learn more and sign up.

The Watershed Connection

MORE ST. LUCIE COUNTY
EMAIL NEWSLETTERS

St. Lucie County’s Port, Inlet and Beaches Department Director Joshua Revord
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