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St. Lucie County Public Works 
wishes you and yours

a happy and safe holiday season.

Cleaner rivers. Smoother rides. Safer travels.
St. Lucie County Public Works has been ac-

tive with a variety of meaningful projects in 2025. 
Some, like bridge repairs or stormwater treatment 
areas, are hard to miss. Others, like routine swale 
maintenance or pothole repairs, may be less obvi-
ous.

Despite the scale of the project, the men and wo-
men of the Engineering, Road and Bridge, Water 
Quality, and Admin divisions work hard to enhance 
the quality of life we all enjoy in St. Lucie County.

Highlights from this year include:

Half-Cent Infrastructure
Surtax Successes

Voters in 2018 said yes to the half-cent sales tax 
for infrastructure projects. Since then, more than 
$47 million has been invested to fund road and 
bridge, sidewalk, and water quality projects around 
the county. In 2025, this initiative helped succes-
sfully fund the Keen Road over Taylor Creek bridge 
replacement, full depth resurfacing of Shinn Road, 
a new sidewalk along Walton Road, and repairs 
to South 25th Street over Ten Mile Creek bridge. 
Preemption technology was also added to 57 Coun-
ty-maintained traffic signals to help first respon-
ders get to emergency calls quickly and safely. 

Additional projects under way include multiple 
culvert repairs along Orange Avenue between mile-
posts 2.2 and 4, repairs to the Johnston Road over 
C-25 Canal bridge, as well as culvert repairs along 
Johnston Road.

Looking back on 2025

-- Continued on Page 4

Repairs to the South 25th Street over Ten Mile Creek bridge (top), and a new Keen Road over 
Taylor Creek bridge (above), are just two of the benefits residents saw in 2025 thanks to the 
2018 voter-approved Half-Cent Infrastructure Sales Tax initiative.
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MORE ST. LUCIE COUNTY
EMAIL NEWSLETTERS

Did you know St. Lucie County
offers a mix of email newsletters 
to help keep you informed?

The Environmental Resources Department         
of St. Lucie County brings you timely, useful 
information, as well as activities and tips for 
enjoying natural areas around the county.

Click here to learn more and sign up.

Between the Pines

Get updates, upcoming event information,   
and more from St. Lucie County Libraries.

Click here to learn more and sign up.

St. Lucie County Libraries

St. Lucie Water Champions is a free ac-
tion-based program aimed to encourage              
St. Lucie County adult residents to take part 
in monitoring, service projects, and citizen                   
science efforts benefiting the St. Lucie River 
and Indian River Lagoon. 

Click here to learn more and sign up.

The Watershed Connection

PRP Construction Group, LLC, on behalf 
of St. Lucie County, took advantage of the ho-
liday week to make repairs to a culvert pipe 
beneath Sunrise Boulevard at Edwards Road.

In September, Public Works learned of a 
small hole and depression in the pavement 
of the southbound left turn lane. Inspections 
revealed that gaps between segments of a 66-
inch concrete stormwater pipe had caused 
erosion of the foundation soils beneath the 
roadway.

A temporary stabilization was applied, 
but it ultimately was not enough to resolve 

the issue. Engineering staff determined that 
the gaps in the pipe must be sealed and the 
surrounding soil densified to prevent further 
erosion and potential collapse. In the interest 
of public safety, the County pursued an emer-
gency repair of the pipe.

To successfully complete this repair, a 
portion of Sunrise Boulevard needed to be 
closed. The contractor was able to utilize the 
week of November 24 for the project.  This 
lessened the impact on local traffic, as schools 
were not in session for the Thanksgiving ho-
liday.

Culvert pipe beneath
Sunrise Boulevard repaired

PRP Construction excavates to reveal a crossdrain beneath Sunrise Boulevard at Edwards Road 
on November 24. 
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Preparing for Johnston Road repairs
A portion of Johnston Road, 

approximately one-half mile 
south of Indrio Road at the 
Fort Pierce Farms Water Con-
trol District (FPFWCD) Canal 1 
culvert crossing, remains closed 
due to unsafe conditions from a 
collapsed culvert pipe beneath 
the roadway.

St. Lucie County Public 
Works is working as quickly as 
possible to safely restore the ca-
vity that opened up beneath the 
road. As of December 1, the fol-
lowing actions have taken place:

• A dive team inspected the 
pipe to strategize possible solu-
tions;

• The County’s Engineering 
staff determined the slip-lining 
method of repair would be most 
appropriate for this project;

• The County Administrator 
authorized an emergency repair 
to accelerate the project;

• Negotiations with the selec-
ted vendor were completed and 
pricing was set to perform the 
repair;

• Material suppliers were 
identified and the lead-time was 

provided for the slip-lining pro-
cess;

• Working with the County 
Office of Management and Bud-
get, funding was identified to 
pay for the unanticipated repair 
project;

• Contracts and purchase or-
ders have been created for the 
project;

• County Engineering staff 

organized a town hall with 
Meadowood homeowners to 
share updates and answer ques-
tions;

• County staff attended the 
FPFWCD meeting and negoti-
ated the ability to perform the 
slip-lining repair;

The contractor is currently in 
the process of submitting addi-
tional information before work 

can begin at the site. A new 
96-inch diameter pipe should 
arrive two weeks after the docu-
mentation is complete and the 
go-ahead is given. At that time, 
work on the pipes and the road-
way will begin.

Head over to the Public 
Works news page for updates 
on this project.

Public Works video updates Click on an image below to watch the video.

Damage to Johnston Road from a failing underground culvert pipe is seen on October 27.
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American Rescue Plan 
Accelerates Water
Quality Projects

Thanks to the half-cent infra-
structure surtax, Water Quality 
staff had already begun to investi-
gate and develop plans for future 
projects. Staff was able to acce-
lerate those plans thanks to $19 
million in federal funding that be-
came available through the Ame-
rican Rescue Plan Act of 2021. 

To take advantage of this fun-
ding, money needed to be encum-
bered by the end of 2024, and 
projects would need to be com-
pleted by the end of 2026. 

Projects completed this year 
include phase two of the Melville 
Road Stormwater Improvement 
project, a new wet pond in the 
Ancient Oaks/Weldon B. Lewis 
Park, and the Indrio Savannahs 
wet pond. Significant progress 
has also been made on the Ri-
ver Park baffle box program, 
Sheraton Plaza stormwater tre-
atment area, the third phase of 

the Harmony Heights commu-
nity retrofit, and the stormwater 
master plan. St. Lucie County is 
also collaborating with the City 
of Port St. Lucie on the Hog Pen 
Slough Stormwater Treatment 
Area, with the County providing 
funding towards design and per-
mitting for the project.

Eastwood Canal Cleanup
Crews began removing debris 

from Eastwood Canal in Septem-
ber. 

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s (USDA) Natural Resour-

ces Conservation Service (NRCS), 
through its Emergency Waters-
hed Protection (EWP) Program, is 
funding the cleanup and repair of 
this canal, which suffered tornado 
damage from Hurricane Milton in 
October 2024. The estimated con-
struction cost for this project is 
$168,410. USDA-NRCS will reim-
burse up to 100 percent of that 
construction estimate. It will also 
reimburse up to 10 percent of the 
cost for technical services items 
such as survey, design, contract 
administration, and inspection.

-- Continued from Page 1

-- Continued on Page 5

American Rescue Plan accelerates work on 
water quality projects around the county

ABOVE: Water Quality Division Director James Lappert is interviewed by CBS 12 at Melville 
Road Phase 2 on October 23.  Topics included countywide efforts to improve stormwater treat-
ment and drainage. See the interview here. ABOVE RIGHT: A new wet pond in Ancient 
Oaks/Weldon B. Lewis Park was completed this year. RIGHT: Underground stormwater baffle 
boxes were installed at multiple locations around the River Park subdivision to help keep excess 
nutrients like phosphorous and nitrogen away from the St. Lucie River system.
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The unique nature of this project 
gave several members of the Enginee-
ring staff the opportunity to develop 
this project in-house before a contrac-
tor was hired.

Pavement Management Plan
St. Lucie County adopted a new  

pavement management plan in May. 
Public Works hired Infrastruc-

ture Management Services (IMS) in 
2023/2024 to help develop the plan. 
IMS surveyed 200 miles of arterial and 

collector roads and collected data rela-
ted to road rideability, surface distress, 
structural integrity, and the overall ge-
ometry of roadways. That information 
gives each road a score that will ulti-
mately help determine when and what 
type of road maintenance strategy is 
appropriate.

As rising road resurfacing costs out-
pace available funding, this study has 
helped illustrate how much further 
County resources can go by preserving 
and restoring roads earlier in their life 
cycle.

Eastwood Canal cleaned, 
repaired in 2025

-- Continued from Page 4

-- Continued on Page 6

ABOVE: An uprooted tree is removed from Eastwood Canal on September 23.  
LEFT: A new drainage culvert pipe and rubble riprap is seen on November 19.
BOTTOM LEFT: A portion of Eastwood Canal is seen from the air on November 25.
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Railroad Quiet Zones
Three railroad crossings in 

the southern portion of St. Lu-
cie County became quiet zone 
crossings on September 1. Train 
horns will no longer routinely 
sound for any approaching pas-
senger or freight trains at Mid-
way Road, Walton Road, and Ri-
verview Drive crossings, the first 
locations on the Treasure Coast.

Being a quiet zone means lo-
comotive horns will not be rou-
tinely sounded at that crossing. 
However, a train may still sound 
its horn if the crew determines it 
is appropriate to provide warn-
ing. These scenarios may include 
if a vehicle, person or animal is 
on or near the track, if track or 
construction workers are within 
25 feet of a live track, or other 
emergencies.

Newsletter, News Page
The St. Lucie County Public 

Works email newsletter laun-
ched in January. Each month, 

subscribers receive a collecti-
on of news, project updates, 
helpful tips, and more in their 
email inbox – free of charge. In 
addition, a news page was also 
added to the Public Works web-
site, where articles and updates 
can be posted more frequently 
throughout the year. A weekly 
road closures list, as well as ar-

chived editions of the newslet-
ter, may also be found there.

Our People
Of course, none of this would 

be possible without the people 
who make up Public Works. En-
gineering staff continue to over-
see capital improvement pro-
jects. A survey crew was added 

to help perform and manage 
field surveys. Road and Bridge 
introduced a new emergency 
response team to assist with re-
covery efforts following severe 
weather. When federal money 
made it possible for the County 
to take on a greater number of 
stormwater improvement pro-
jects than usual, Water Quality 
Division staff stepped up. 

These are just a few of many 
examples. Public Works pro-
fessionals include maintenance 
workers, equipment operators, 
engineers, support staff, and 
employees at all managerial le-
vels. Meeting the needs of St. 
Lucie County residents – our 
families, friends, and neighbors 
– is what drives us. The coun-
ty is fortunate to have so many 
dedicated people helping reha-
bilitate, improve, and maintain 
this transportation network and 
stormwater infrastructure.

Looking back, 2025 was an 
exciting year for Public Works. 
We can’t wait to continue mo-
ving St. Lucie County forward in 
2026 and beyond.
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TOP: St. Lucie County Public Works professionals include maintenance 
workers, equipment operators, engineers, support staff, and employees at 
all managerial levels. ABOVE: Three railroad crossings in the southern 
portion of St. Lucie County became quiet zone crossings on September 1.

Men and women of St. Lucie County Public 
Works made 2025 an incredible year
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As a new budget year begins, so too do re-
surfacing projects on area roads. 

St. Lucie County’s contractor spent the 
days leading up to Thanksgiving focused on 
a pair of segments of North Kings Highway. 
They milled and overlaid the section of road 
between Liberty Way and Cabana Lane, as 
well as a stretch between Fort Walton Avenue 
and Salerno Road.

During this process, the top layer of pave-
ment is removed by grinding the street. Once 
removed, a coat of adhesive oil is applied. Fol-
lowing that step, the new layer of pavement is 
installed and leveled. Crews worked on each 
lane individually, beginning south to north, to 
minimize traffic disruption as much as possi-
ble.

Additional roads scheduled to be                   
addressed this year include Glades Cut Off 
Road, South 33rd Street, Old Dixie Highway, 
Fort Pierce Boulevard, Edwards Road, and 
Prima Vista Boulevard.

The 2018 voter-approved Half-Cent Infra-
structure Sales Tax initiative is helping to fund 
these projects. The initiative helps improve 
roads and bridges, build more sidewalks, and 
supports water quality projects around the 
county.

Learn more at slchalfcent.org.

New year, new road surfaces
ABOVE: Workers lay fresh asphalt in the northbound lane of North Kings Highway on November 24.
BELOW: A drum roller compacts the new layer of road as it’s applied.

A box culvert (Culvert D) at mile 3 
on Orange Avenue in western St. Lucie 
County has been removed.  Removal of 
the temporary diversion roadway and re-
grading are continuing. 

This is the first of four culverts being 
addressed between mile marker 2.2, 
which is just east of the Okeechobee 
County line, and mile marker 4. Follo-
wing a comprehensive study in 2015, it 
was determined that one culvert would 
be replaced, while the remaining three 
would be removed.   

Work is now shifting to the site of 
the culvert (Culvert B) to be replaced, at 
mile 2.3. A temporary diversion roadway 
has been constructed as crews begin to 
replace the culvert at that location with 
121.5 linear feet of 36-inch reinforced 
concrete pipe (RCP). 

Orange Avenue will remain open du-
ring construction, but motorists should 
note the following modifications. Traf-
fic will shift to the temporary diversion 
roadway and the speed limit within the 
project area will be reduced from 55 
MPH to 30 MPH. Drivers are advised to 
use extra caution. 

The 2018 voter-approved Half-Cent 
Infrastructure Sales Tax is providing 
funding for this project. This initiative 
helps improve roads and bridges, build 
more sidewalks, and supports water qua-
lity projects around the county. 

Work is expected to be completed in 
April 2026. 

Culvert work 
continues along 
Orange Avenue

See how the Half-
Cent Infrastructure 
Surtax is helping                                    
St. Lucie County:

slchalfcent.org
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Drainage swales are essential 
to treating and moving storm-
water runoff in St. Lucie County.

Without this infrastructure 
in place, runoff would accumu-
late in yards and roads and flood 
neighborhoods. Swales, along 
with driveway culvert pipes, en-
courage that water to flow away 
from homes and to treatment 
ponds.

Because they can become 
clogged over time, these swales 
require maintenance to perform 
properly.  The enhanced swale 
maintenance program ensures 
that routine work is performed 
on existing drainage swales 
throughout the county. 

The Water Quality Division, 
which oversees the management 
and operation of the contractor 
performing this work, has begun 
identifying areas where swale 
maintenance will take place over 
the course of the year. Some of 
the work has already started.

These areas include:

River Park
• NE Naranja Avenue

• NE Caprona Avenue
• NE Lima Court

Indian River Estates
• Seagrape Drive (Easy Street 

to Midway Road)
• Birch Drive (Easy Street to 

Howard)
• Myrtle Drive (Easy Street to 

Howard)

Lakewood Park
• Lilyan Parkway (Lakeland 

Boulevard to Deland Avenue)
• Salerno Road (Lilyan 

Parkway to Drawdy Parkway)
• Pensacola Road (Lilyan 

Parkway to Drawdy Parkway)
• Fort Walton Avenue (Lilyan 

Parkway to Seminole Road)
• Deland Avenue (Emerson 

Road to Seminole Road)
• Bayard Road (Lee Boule-

vard to Seminole Road)
• Winter Garden Parkway 

(Lee Boulevard to Seminole 
Road)

• Kenwood Road (Lee Boule-
vard to Seminole Road)

• Hibiscus Road (Lee Boule-
vard to Seminole Road)

• Lee Boulevard (Lake Land 
Boulevard to Hibiscus Road)

• Drawdy Parkway (Lake 
Land Boulevard to Fort Walton 
Avenue)

Any remaining budget will 
then be utilized to tend to swales 
in the Holiday Pines neighbor-
hood.

St. Lucie County utilizes 
green infrastructure strategies 
like planting native trees and 
restoring wetlands, to enhance 
community safety and quality of 
life. These techniques help keep 
excess nutrients like phospho-
rous and nitrogen out of the In-
dian River Lagoon and St. Lucie 
River estuaries. Large concen-
trations of these nutrients in the 
estuaries contribute to the po-
tential for algae and blue green 
algae blooms.  Keeping these 
nutrients away helps promote a 
more natural and environmen-
tally friendly system.

For more information about 
the Water Quality Division          
and swale maintenance, visit  
stlucieco.gov.

Swale maintenance helps 
neighborhood drainage

St. Lucie County Libraries invite 
adults to explore a wealth of know-
ledge and creativity through a ca-
lendar packed with free programs, 
including everything from learning 
to crochet to practicing mindfulness 
through meditation.

Adult programs for December in-
clude:

Plant Swap on Wednesday, Dec. 10 
from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Kilmer Branch. 
Join Urban Horticulture Agent Sara 
MacDonald, Ph.D. from the UF/IFAS 
Extension Office for a plant swap. 
Bring clippings or plants to swap and 
browse the educational table for valu-
able resources.

Chi Meditation on Saturday, Dec. 
13 at 10 a.m. at the Morningside 
Branch. Learn the practices of Chi 
Meditation, designed to improve the 
body’s natural flow, regulate breath-
ing, boost immunity, and remove 
stagnation to enhance physiological 
and psychological well-being. Rosalee 
McCurdy, Ph.D., facilitates classes 
and is open to adults 18 and older.

All Things Yarn on Saturday, Dec. 
20 from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Lewis 
Branch. Bring and share whatever 
(knitting, crocheting, or any other 
yarn craft) project you are working 
on. Please bring your own supplies.

Learn more and find more pro-
grams at stlucieco.gov.

Free library 
events for 
adults in

December
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Drainage swales are vital to treating and moving stormwater runoff.
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