
 
BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATE 

Before the enactment of a proposed ordinance, the County shall prepare or cause to be prepared a 

business impact estimate in accordance with Section 125.66(3), Florida Statutes. 

 

 
BOCC Meeting Dates: permission to advertise requested on November 4, 2025, for a public hearing to 

be held on December 2, 2025 at 6:00 PM, or as soon thereafter as the item may be heard. 
 

Proposed Ordinance Title/Reference:  

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ST. LUCIE COUNTY CODE BY REPEALING CH. 18, 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES, ARTICLE III, LIFE SUPPORT 

SERVICES,  TO PROVIDE FOR A NEW ARTICLE III, LIFE SUPPORT SERVICES, SETTING FORTH 

PURPOSE; DEFINITIONS; CLASSES OF CERTIFICATES; EXEMPTIONS; PROCEDURES FOR 

OBTAINING CERTIFICATES; EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES ADVISORY COUNCIL; 

STANDARDS OF REVIEW; EXPIRATION, RENEWAL, AMENDMENT, TRANSFER, REVOCATION, 

AND SUSPENSION PROCEDURES; CERTIFICATE HOLDER RESPONSIBILITIES; REPORTING 

REQUIREMENTS; INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS; USE OF LIGHTS AND SIRENS DURING 

OPERATIONS; VEHICLE OPERATING PERMITS; INSPECTIONS; APPEALS; AND EMERGENCY 

POWERS; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND 

APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR FILING WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE; PROVIDING 

FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; AND PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION. 

 

 

The Proposed Ordinance ☐ does  ☒ does not fall under one of the following enumerated exceptions:1 

☐ The proposed ordinance is required for compliance with Federal or State law or regulation; 

☐ The proposed ordinance relates to the issuance or refinancing of debt; 

☐ The proposed ordinance relates to the adoption of budgets or budget amendments, including revenue 

sources necessary to fund the budget; 

☐ The proposed ordinance is required to implement a contract or an agreement, including, but not limited to, 

any Federal, State, local, or private grant or other financial assistance accepted by the county government; 

☐ The proposed ordinance is an emergency ordinance; 

☐ The ordinance relates to procurement; or 

☐ The proposed ordinance is enacted to implement the following: 

a. Part II of Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, relating to growth policy, county and municipal planning, 

and land development regulation, including zoning, development orders, development agreements 

and development permits; 

b. Sections 190.005 and 190.046, Florida Statutes, regarding community development districts; 

c. Section 553.73, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Building Code; or 

d. Section 633.202, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Fire Prevention Code. 

 

A business impact estimate is not required for the above exceptions. 
 

Summary of Proposed Ordinance and Statement of Public Purpose to be Served: 

 

Pursuant to Section 401.25, Florida Statutes, every person, firm, corporation, association, or governmental 

entity which provides prehospital, or interfacility advanced life support services or basic life support 

transportation services must be licensed by the State of Florida Department of Health before offering such 

services to the public. Subsection 401.25(2)(d), Florida Statutes, requires an applicant for a State of 

Florida advanced life support or basic life support transportation certificate to provide proof of having 

obtained a certificate of public convenience and necessity from each county in which it intends to operate 

as a part of the application process.  

 

On February 20, 1996, the St. Lucie County (“County”) Board of County Commissioners (“Board”) 

adopted Ordinance No. 96-04 which created Chapter 1-12.5, "Life Support Services" of the St. Lucie 

 
1 F.S. 125.66(3)(c)(2025) 



County Code (“Code”) to establish procedures and criteria for issuing County certificates of convenience 

and public necessity (“COPCN”) as provided in Subsection 401.25(2)(d), Florida Statutes. On August 12, 

2014, the Board adopted Ordinance No. 14-020 which recodified Chapter 1-12.5 as Chapter 18 of the St. 

Lucie County Code of Ordinances. 

 

The Board desires to repeal and replace Chapter 18 to provide for new Chapter 18 which provides for 

purpose; definitions; classes of certificates; exemptions; procedures for obtaining certificates; emergency 

medical services advisory council; standards of review; expiration, renewal, amendment, transfer, 

revocation, and suspension procedures; certificate holder responsibilities; reporting requirements; 

insurance requirements; use of lights and sirens during operations; vehicle operating permits; inspections; 

appeals; and emergency powers . 

 

The Board has determined that the proposed amendments to the Code are in the best interest of the health, 

safety, and public welfare of the citizens of the County. 

Estimate of Direct Economic Impact on Private/For Profit Businesses: 

 

a. Estimate of Direct Business Compliance Costs:  

 

The ordinance imposes increased non-refundable fees for businesses that submit applications for the 

issuance of initial and renewal COPCNs. Businesses will also be responsible for costs related to 

advertising and notice for the public hearing related to an application, as well as fees for vehicle 

permits for all business vehicles used under a certificate, and any related inspections. 

There are non-refundable fees for businesses that desire to transfer or assign a COPCN as a result of 

a change in business ownership.  

 

All fees imposed pursuant to this ordinance will be set by the Board via resolution.  
 

b. New Charges/Fees on Businesses Impacted:  

 

Businesses will now be responsible for costs related to advertising and notice for the public hearing 

related to an application, as well as costs related to vehicle permits and inspections.  
 

c. Estimate of Regulatory Costs:  

 

Every year, Public Safety Department staff work approximately 100 hours with everything related to 

the COPCN, which in salaries and benefits it is approximately $15,590. There are currently five (5) 

Class B Ambulance providers that will be renewing their COPCN every four (4) years at a rate of 

$2,500.00, with a total revenue of $12,500.00. Additionally, every Class B provider must obtain an 

annual vehicle permit that costs $100.00 per vehicle. Between the five (5) current providers, there are 

a total of 188 ambulances, with a total annual revenue of $18,800.00. 

 

Good Faith Estimate of Number of Businesses Likely Impacted:  

 

The five (5) current non-governmental certificate holders would be impacted operationally by the changes imposed. 

  

Any Additional Information:  

 

NONE. 

 

 


