St. Lucie County Public Works

wishes you and yours

a happy and safe Veterans Day

and Thanksgiving holiday.

Wet ponds like this one at Weldon B. Lewis Park/Ancient Oaks Preserve, which was completed in the summer, are among the stormwater improve-
ments that could be implemented based on the updated Draft Stormwater Master Plan.

Public learns about updated stormwater plan

Residents concerned about flooding and
other stormwater impacts attended a public
meeting at Oxbow Eco-Center on October
29 to learn about St. Lucie County’s Draft
Stormwater Master Plan.

The draft plan is a comprehensive road-
map for managing stormwater runoff, redu-
cing flood risks and protecting local water-
ways. The county’s current plan, adopted
in 1992, is being updated to reflect today’s
rapid population growth, rising sea levels
and increasingly severe storm events. The

draft plan was prepared by Tetra Tech with
support by Firefly Group and Erin L. Deady,
P.A.

Various stakeholders were interviewed
about stormwater management and treat-
ment needs around the county. Through
those interviews, five priority basins with
the most critical issues were identified:
Northeast County Basin, White City/Lower
North Fork Basin, Upper Ten Mile Creek Ba-
sin, Five Mile Creek/Ten Mile Creek North
Basin, and C-23/C-24 Basin. Modeling stu-

dies looked at soil data, land use, topograp-
hy, rainfall, and hydraulics to identify flood
risks, simulate flood scenarios, and evaluate
stormwater management options.

This information, along with other crite-
ria, helped identify potential projects to help
address these needs. Wet detention ponds,
swale improvements, catch basins and more
could be implemented within each of these
areas.

- Continued on Page 5
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North FFA Road at Canal 45, as seen on October 24.

North FFA Road culvert .
crossings repaired .

Rehabilitation of two critical culvert
pipe crossings beneath North FFA Road
were recently completed.

On behalf of St. Lucie County Public
Works, PRP Construction replaced the
metal pipe at Canal 44 and lined the pipe
at Canal 45. Roadway pavement was also
restored at each location.

Over the past few years, both locations
had exhibited small reocurring depressi-
ons just outside the edge of the pavement,
above or alongside the culvert pipes. This
indicated that soil could be traveling into a
severely deterioriated section of the aged
metal pipes. A partial collapse of the pipe
could also cause this.

These depressions were intensified
by rainfall events like Hurricane Milton.
Further deterioration risked weakening
the roadway.

In the interest of public safety, an
emergency replacement/rehabilitation of
each pipe was authorized by County Ad-
ministration.

The Engineering Division is respon-
sible for managing capital improvement
projects to improve County infrastructure. |

P> CLICKTOPLAY | -

STORMWATER INFORMATION
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How can you help improve
our water quality?

Good Housekeeping Practices:

Recycle or properly dispose of household prod-
ucts that contain chemicals, such as insecti-
cides, pesticides, paint, solvents, and used mo-
tor oil and other auto fluids. Don’t pour them
onto the ground or into storm drains.

Lawn Care:

Don’t overwater your lawn. Consider using
a soaker hose instead of a sprinkler.
Install an automated rain sensor on your
irrigation system. Do not water between
the hours of 10AM to 4PM, as much of the
moisture will be lost due to evaporation.
Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly,
and in accordance with Ordinance 2014-3.
When use is necessary, use these chem-
icals in the recommended amounts. Use
organic mulch or safer pest control meth-
ods whenever possible.

Compost or mulch grass clippings, and
sweep them into the lawn.

Cover piles of dirt or mulch being used in
landscaping projects.

Septic Systems:

Inspect your system every three years and
pump your tank as necessary (every three
to five years)

Don’t dispose of household hazardous
waste in sinks or toilets.

Find more tips and learn more here.

St. Lucie County Public Works | 2300 Virginia Avenue, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 | 772-462-1485

stlucieco.gov | publicworks@stlucieco.gov

Don’t want to receive this newsletter any longer? Click Unsubscribe to email us.



https://www.stlucieco.gov/departments-and-services/public-works/public-works-news
mailto:publicworks%40stlucieco.gov?subject=Re%3A%20Public%20Works%20Email%20Newsletter
mailto:publicworks%40stlucieco.gov?subject=Unsubscribe
https://www.stlucieco.gov/departments-and-services/public-works
https://www.stlucieco.gov/home
https://www.stlucieco.gov/departments-and-services/public-works/water-quality-division/stormwater-information/how-can-you-help
https://www.stlucieco.gov/departments-and-services/public-works
https://www.stlucieco.gov/departments-and-services/public-works
https://www.stlucieco.gov/departments-and-services/public-works/engineering-division
https://youtu.be/0iADaw4An-I?si=1N-FnpVEqKQBjApB

The newly-constructed Walton Road sidewalk, which spans from Southeast Lennard Road to
Southeast Green River Parkway, is seen on October 29.

Walton Road sidewalk
nearing the finish line

A new sidewalk along Walton Road in
Port St. Lucie is nearly complete.

On behalf of St. Lucie County Public
Works, Sunshine Land Design has instal-
led approximately 5,000 feet of 10-feet to
12-feet-wide multi-use sidewalk. The new
path begins east of Southeast Lennard
Road and ends at Southeast Green River
Parkway. Drainage improvements have
also been implemented along the walkway.

A separate project to complete a gap
near Port St. Lucie Hospital is currently in
the design phase.

The sidewalk complements a 6.8-mile
stretch of Shared-Use Nonmotorized
(SUN) Trail improvements the Florida De-
partment of Transportation (FDOT) has
constructed along the north side of Walton
Road within the Savannas Preserve State
Park. It will minimize gaps in the existing

system and increase access for people in
the community.

The County sidewalk project received
funding through the FDOT Transportati-
on Alternatives Program (TAP). The 2018
voter-approved Half-Cent Infrastructure
Sales Tax initiative also helped fund this
project. The sales tax program helps im-
prove roads and bridges, build more side-
walks, and supports water quality projects
around the county.

See how the Half-
Cent Infrastructure
Surtax is helping
St. Lucie County:

slchalfcent.org

Sunrise Boulevard
closure to coincide
with Thanksgiving

A portion of Sunrise Boulevard is sche-
duled to close temporarily over Thanksgi-
ving week.

In September, Public Works was no-
tified of a small hole and pavement de-
pression in the southbound left turn lane
on Sunrise Boulevard at Edwards Road.
An initial inspection revealed that gaps
between segments of a 66-inch concrete
stormwater pipe had caused erosion of the
soils beneath the roadway. Temporary sta-
bilization was applied, but loose, saturated
soils were later found, posing a safety risk.

During this closure, the County’s con-
tractor will seal the pipe joints, stabilize the
soil, and restore the pavement.

To minimize the impact on residents
and school bus routes, the closure will
coincide with Thanksgiving break, begin-
ning on November 24. The road is schedu-
led to reopen on or before November 28.

Additional work that does not require
the road to be closed is scheduled to begin
sooner.

During this closure, motorists are ad-
vised to use Cortez Boulevard and South
25th Street as detours to Edwards Road.

For more information, please contact
the Public Works Engineering Division at
(772) 462-1707.

Road closure information is posted weekly on
the Public Works news page.
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Celebrating
excellence

St. Lucie County Road and Bridge is
proud to celebrate its newest Employee of
the Quarter, Joe Alston. Alston has been
employed with the County since Septem-
ber 2017, first through Manpower before
becoming a full-time team member. He
has worn many hats throughout his ca-
reer, from crew member to crew leader.
Field Operations Coordinator Anthony
Page shares “one thing that has remained
constant is Joe’s superior work ethic and
his can-do attitude.”

Page adds: “T'd like to express my sin-
cere appreciation for Joe’s outstanding
work with St. Lucie County. He consis-
tently goes above and beyond. His dedi-
cation, hard work, and attention to detail
have not gone unnoticed.”

Alston’s efforts not only support his
immediate team, but they have also
helped drive the Road and Bridge Divisi-
on’s overall success.

Thank you, Joe, for consistently ex-
ceeding expectations and setting a high
standard for the entire team!

Joe Alston, Road and Bridge Division
Employee of the Quarter

In honor of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, members of the Road and Bridge and Water Quality
divisions wore pink on October 24 to celebrate two of their colleagues: Charlotte LaChance, who is
nine years cancer-free, and Barbara Miller, who is two years cancer-free.

Jose Hernandez with Road and Bridge recently completed the CDL Licensing Program and secured
his Class A CDL. Congratulations, Jose!
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Baffle box at Bell Avenue upgraded

Improvements have been made to the baf-
fle box at Bell Avenue.
Previously, the existing water control
structure was prone to clogging with dirt and
debris at the intake and was challenging to
maintain. This was resulting in poor water
quality and drainage.
Modifications reoriented the structure and
added measures to prevent clogging and make
maintenance easier. These upgrades provide
additional water quality treatment within the
pond without adding extra resistance in the
system.
Stormwater ponds and baffle boxes like
these help to remove excess phosphorous and
nitrogen from the runoff, meaning less of the-
se nutrients end up in the St. Lucie River and
Indian River Lagoon estuaries. Upgrades to the baffle box at Bell Avenue have been designed to prevent clogging and make
For more information, visit stlucieco.gov.  maintenance easier.

Plan updates reflect population growth, storm events

- Continued from Page 1

The next public meetings, held virtually
via Zoom, will be on November 5, from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m., and November 6, from noon to
1 p.m. For more information, please visit the
St. Lucie County Stormwater Management
Plan page.

During this public session, attendees also
learned about the Regional Resilience Plan,
which reflects the strong connection between
stormwater management and community
resilience. This plan models stressors such as
sea level rise, flooding, and intensified storms
to identify short- and long-term vulnerabili-
ties. Learn more about Resilient St. Lucie at

Residents learn about the Draft Stormwater Master Plan on October 29 at Oxbow Eco-Center. Resilience Initiative.

IN THE NEWS: Click here to see CBS 12’s coverage

of St. Lucie County stormwater improvement efforts.
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‘Spirit Week’
at St. Lucie
County

October 27 through October 31 was
“Spirit Week” at St. Lucie County, and
staff was encouraged to dress to a variety
of themes:

« October 27: Cowboys vs Aliens

« October 28: Hawaiian Shirt Day

« October 29: Wild Side Day

« October 30: Team Pride Day
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Public Works operators show
their skills at Equipment Roadeo

ABOVE: The 2025 Equipment Roadeo was hosted by the APWA
Treasure Coast Branch at the MidFlorida Event Center in Port St.
Lucie on October 29. Public Works professionals from around the
region participated to test their skills with a variety of equip-
ment.

ABOVE LEFT: St. Lucie County’'s Eduardo Almodovar competes
at the garbage truck station.

LEFT: St. Lucie County’s Anthony Lacoparra attempts to place a
cone on top of another while operating a grapple truck.

St. Lucie County Public Works | 2300 Virginia Avenue, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 | 772-462-1485

stlucieco.gov | publicworks@stlucieco.gov

Don’t want to receive this newsletter any longer? Click Unsubscribe to email us.



https://www.stlucieco.gov/departments-and-services/public-works/public-works-news
mailto:publicworks%40stlucieco.gov?subject=Re%3A%20Public%20Works%20Email%20Newsletter
mailto:publicworks%40stlucieco.gov?subject=Unsubscribe
https://www.stlucieco.gov/departments-and-services/public-works
https://www.stlucieco.gov/home

Public safety concerns lead to Johnston Road closure

A portion of Johnston Road is closed until further notice

at the FPFWCD Canal 1 culvert crossing.

A portion of Johnston Road,
approximately one half mile south
of Indrio Road at the Fort Pierce
Farms Water Control District
(FPFWCD) Canal 1 culvert cros-
sing, has been closed until further
notice due to unsafe conditions
from a collapsed culvert pipe be-
neath the roadway.

Concrete barrier walls have
been placed to prevent drivers
from attempting to cross over the
damaged roadway. Signage aler-
ting drivers has also been placed
at the northern and southern ends
of Johnston Road.

Motorists are advised to use
North Kings Highway as an alter-
nate route.

Previously planned culvert re-
placements at FPFWCD Canals 16

and 17 to the south of this closu-
re, which had been scheduled to
begin soon, will now be postponed
until the Canal 1 location is repai-
red.

Meanwhile, repair work conti-
nues on the Johnston Road Bridge
over South Florida Water Manage-
ment District (SFWMD) Canal
25. Concrete pile jacket forms
have been poured, and concrete
strength tests to ensure they've
achieved the required strength
are pending. Once the test results
indicate adequate strength, both
lanes on the bridge will reopen to
traffic.

For more information, please
contact the Public Works Enginee-
ring Division at (772) 462-1707.

St. Lucie resident satisfaction survey results
highlight key strengths and community priorities

St. Lucie County has released the results
of its most recent community satisfaction
survey, which shows strong public senti-
ment in key areas such as quality of life, ac-
cess to parks and beaches, customer service
and environmental protection.

The survey was conducted as part of the
county’s ongoing commitment to responsi-
ve and transparent governance. Randomly
selected residents were asked to share their
thoughts on local services and daily life is-
sues.

Highlights from the Survey Findings In-
clude:

o Most (77%) residents rated the overall
quality of life in St. Lucie County as “good”

or “very good”, with that number increasing
to 97% when including “neutral” responses.

« A majority (66%) said they would recom-
mend the county to friends and family as a
place to live.

« Satisfaction was especially high in access to
parks and green spaces (78%), beach access
(72%), and customer service from county
employees (83% courtesy rating).

« Public safety (96%), infrastructure (95%),
and growth management (92%) were iden-
tified as the most important long-term pri-
orities for the county to remain focused on
over the next 10 years. In the short term,

residents prioritized growth management,
infrastructure and environmental preserva-
tion over the next five years.

“These results reaffirm that our residents
value quality of life, responsive services and
managed growth. We are proud that the
community recognizes the work we’ve done
to enhance customer service. The feedback
is not only encouraging, but also a road map
for how we can continue to improve,” Coun-
ty Administrator George Landry said.

The survey was administered through
mail and online participation to a randomly
selected sample of residents. To view the full
survey report and results, visit the St. Lucie
County Community Survey webpage.
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