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Eastwood Canal cleanup begins
ST. LUCIE COUNTY – Removal of debris 

from 2024 tornado damage began Septem-
ber 23 along Eastwood Canal in Lakewood 
Park.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS), through its Emergency 
Watershed Protection (EWP) Program, 

is funding the cleanup and repair of this 
canal, which suffered tornado damage from 
Hurricane Milton in October 2024. The es-
timated construction cost for this project is 
$168,410. USDA-NRCS will reimburse up 
to 100 percent of that construction estima-
te. It will also reimburse up to 10 percent 
of the cost for technical services items such 

as survey, design, contract administration, 
and inspection.

Eastwood Canal experienced tornado 
damage that resulted in uprooted trees, 
windblown debris, isolated washouts and 
slope damage, as well as an accumulation 
of heavy vegetative debris within the canal. 

-- Continued on Page 2

An uprooted tree is removed from Eastwood Canal on September 23.

Where will St. Lucie County
Public Works be this month? Find out on page 2
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In the community

This damage has impeded the proper flow of water and 
increased the chances of flooding, property damage, and 
personal injury to the nearby community.

Environmental Land Development, Inc. (ELD) has 
been contracted to remove the debris and restore the 
canal. ELD will begin at the southern limit of the canal 
and progressively work towards the north. Lane closures 
on Eastwood Drive will accompany the work as it pro-
gresses. Motorists are advised to use extra caution while 
driving in the area. Cleanup is expected to be completed 
in early 2026, with the debris removal occurring first.

Due to the nature of this project, residents are advised 
not to place any trash or yard debris along the canal.

-- Continued from Page 1

Canal cleanup to be 
completed in early 2026

Eastwood Canal experienced tornado damage that resulted 
in uprooted trees, windblown debris, isolated washouts and 
slope damage, as well as an accumulation of heavy vegetative 
debris within the canal. 

AG Fest/4H Fall Festival: October 11
Water Quality Division staff is participating in the Ag-Xtension Fall           

Festival, hosted by the UF/IFAS Extension St. Lucie County. The event takes 
place from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on October 11. 

For more information, click here.

Chili Cook-Off: October 18
Public Works is teaming up with other St. Lucie County departments and 

divisions for the 43rd Annual Chili Cook-Off benefitting the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of St. Lucie County. Look for our booth, “Goosebumps: Horrorland” at the 
event, which is 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on October 18 at Clover Park in St. Lucie West.

For more information, click here.

Trunk-or-Treat: October 24
Join us for some Halloween fun at the Havert L. Fenn Center in Fort Pierce 

on October 24. Parks and Recreation hosts a one-night-only haunted “Zombie 
Apocalypse” inside the center. Public Works is joining with other County de-
partments and divisions for a trunk-or-treat in the parking lot outside. The fun 
starts at 6 p.m. and ends at 10 p.m.

For more information, click here.

Indian River Lagoon Science Festival: October 25
Science meets celebration at the 10th Anniversary of the Indian River La-

goon    Science Festival, happening October 25 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Veter-
ans’ Memorial Park in downtown Fort Pierce. Members of the    Water Quality 
Division team will be there. 

Find more information on Page 8.

Equipment Roadeo: October 29 
Public Works professionals will show off their skills at the APWA Treasu-

re Coast Branch 2025 Equipment Roadeo on October 29 at MidFlorida Event 
Center in Port St. Lucie.

Building Resilience Through Smarter Stormwater Planning: October 29
St. Lucie County is updating its Stormwater Master Plan: a roadmap for 

managing stormwater, reducing flooding, and protecting our waterways. Join 
us for an in-person public meeting, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on October 29 at Oxbow 
Eco-Center. Additional virtual webinars via Zoom are also available.

Find more information on Page 4.
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St. Lucie County continues to make cleaner rivers a priority.
From new stormwater treatment areas to retrofitting older neighborhoods 

that had little or no drainage, the Water Quality Division is working on a vari-
ety of projects that demonstrate the county’s commitment to improving water 
quality. Projects began taking shape with help from the 2018 voter-approved 
Half-Cent Infrastructure Sales Tax initiative.  The county was able to accelera-
te its plans thanks to $19 million in federal funding from the American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARP) of 2021.

To take advantage of that funding, money needed to be encumbered by the 
end of 2024, and projects would need to be completed by the end of 2026.

Here’s a snapshot of a few of these projects:

Our commitment to water quality

ABOVE LEFT: The new Ancient Oaks Preserve wet pond is seen on September 24. 
The pond, constructed  on a 1.7-acre parcel along Oleander Avenue in Ancient Oak 
Preserve/Weldon B. Lewis Park, helps treat stormwater runoff. 

ABOVE: New stormwater ponds and updated swale systems are coming to
Harmony Heights in north Fort Pierce, as seen here during construction on August 27.

LEFT: Underground baffle boxes continue to be installed in the River Park area in 
Port St. Lucie. In all, eight locations in the community will receive the boxes, like 
this one at the intersection of Sandia Avenue and Southeast Castana Court, as seen 
during construction on July 9. Read more on Page 5. 
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Construction along the South 25th 
Street bridge over Ten Mile Creek is com-
plete and the lanes have fully reopened. 

Work began in July to to address defi-
ciencies identified in the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation (FDOT) Bridge 
Inspection Report. The project included 
resetting of drainage inlet tops, removing 
and replacing curb and gutters and side-
walk, as well as milling and resurfacing the 
asphalt. 

Following the placement of pavement 
markings on September 12, lane closures 
reopened.

The 2018 voter-approved Half-Cent In-
frastructure Sales Tax initiative is helping 
to fund this project. The initiative helps 
improve roads and bridges, build more 
sidewalks, and supports water quality pro-
jects in unincorporated St. Lucie County, 
Port St. Lucie, Fort Pierce and St. Lucie 
Village. Learn more at slchalfcent.org.

25th Street Bridge repairs complete

Workers with Cone & Graham, Inc. lay fresh asphalt in a northbound lane while making repairs to 
the South 25th Street Bridge over Ten Mile Creek on August 28.

ST. LUCIE COUNTY – Stormwater impacts 
every resident, from neighborhood flood-
ing to water quality. That’s why St. Lucie 
County invites the public to participate in 
upcoming meetings to review and provide 
feedback on the county’s Draft Stormwater 
Master Plan.

The draft plan is a comprehensive road-
map for managing stormwater runoff, redu-
cing flood risks and protecting local water-
ways. The county’s current plan, adopted in 
1992, is being updated to reflect today’s ra-
pid population growth, rising sea levels and 
increasingly severe storm events.

Four public meetings are scheduled, in-
cluding an in-person session with Resilient 
St. Lucie to review the Regional Resilience 
Plan, reflecting the strong connection bet-
ween stormwater management and com-
munity resilience.

Public Meeting Schedule:

• Tuesday, Oct. 28 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
(Virtual webinar via Zoom)
• Wednesday, Oct. 29 from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. (In-person at the Oxbow Eco-Center, 
5400 NE St. James Drive, Port St. Lucie)
• Wednesday, Nov. 5 from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. (Virtual webinar via Zoom)
• Thursday, Nov. 6 from noon to 1:00 
p.m. (Virtual webinar via Zoom)

These meetings will provide an opportu-
nity for the public to:

Learn about the draft St. Lucie County 
Stormwater Master Plan and the five focus 
areas in unincorporated St. Lucie County.

Understand strategies to protect neigh-
borhoods, businesses and natural resources 
from flooding and pollution.

Share personal experiences with flood-
ing, drainage or stormwater issues to help 
shape future efforts.

For more information and to register for a 
session, visit the St. Lucie County Storm-
water Management Plan webpage.

Public invited to learn about Stormwater Master Plan
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Drainage improvements continue to take 
shape in River Park in October.

The community, which is located along 
the north fork of the St. Lucie River, sits 
within a drainage area of approximately 150 
acres and consists of single-family homes. 
Because roadside swales and a limited num-
ber of water quality improvements had not 
been enough to adequately treat stormwater 
in the area, St. Lucie County began instal-
ling baffle boxes over the summer.

In all, eight locations are getting se-
cond-generation boxes to help reduce 
nutrients from the subdivision and help 
alleviate direct runoff into the St. Lucie 
River system. As stormwater runoff pas-
ses through each baffle box, debris and 
sediment containing excess nutrients are 
captured and kept away from the estuary, 

leading to a more  natural and environmen-
tally friendly system.

The first box was installed at the inter-
section of Sandia Avenue and Southeast 
Placita Court in June. Additional boxes have 
since been installed at intersections of San-
dia Avenue and Southeast Castana Court, 
Southeast Naranja Avenue and Southeast 
Celestia Court, and on Northeast Naranja 
Avenue, near the intersection of Northeast 
Caprona Avenue.

Three more are scheduled to be in-
stalled beginning in October. A portion 
of Southeast Naranja Avenue, just east of 

Southeast Floresta Drive and between Sou-
theast Tranquilla and Southeast Gasparilla 
avenues, will close temporarily beginning 
October 20. It is expected to reopen on or 
before November 7. Following that, work 
will move to the intersection of Southeast 
Naranja and Southeast Caprona avenues. A 
third location set to receive a baffle box is on 
Northeast Naranja Avenue, approximately 
650 feet north of Prima Vista Boulevard.

Road closures will accompany each of 
these projects. Motorists should use extra 
caution and follow detour signs.

These projects are being funded by the 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARP) of 2021, 
which has enabled the Public Works Depart-
ment to accelerate work on a number of ini-
tiatives designed to maintain and improve 
stormwater infrastructure.

Three more baffle boxes coming
to River Park beginning this month

An underground baffle box is set in place along Southeast Naranja Avenue on July 15. As stormwater passes through the box, debris and sediment 
containing excess nutrients are captured and kept away from the St. Lucie River.
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The Infrastructure Surtax Citizens Over-
sight Committee (ISCOC) met September 11 
to review infrastructure projects funded by 
the half-cent sales tax.

Approved by voters in 2018, the Half-
Cent Infrastructure Sales Tax initiative 
funds projects to improve local roads, redu-
ce traffic congestion, add sidewalks, and im-
prove local water quality. The independent 
citizens committee ensures dollars are spent 
in accordance with the resolution establis-
hing the Infrastructure Sales Tax throug-
hout St. Lucie County.

Public Works staff updated the commit-
tee on the current status of roadway impro-
vements, sidewalks, culvert repairs and re-
placements, stormwater improvements, and 
bridge replacements and repairs. 

The final ISCOC meeting of 2025 will 
take place at 1:30 p.m. on December 11 in 
Conference Room 3 of the Roger Poitras Ad-
ministration Annex located at 2300 Virginia 
Avenue in Fort Pierce.  The meeting is open 
to the public.

Updates included:

PROJECTS IN DESIGN:

Projects currently being designed inclu-
de Old Dixie Highway signalizations at se-
ven Railroad (FEC) crossings in St. Lucie 
Village, a sidewalk along St. James Drive 
between Northeast Royce Avenue and Lazy 
River Parkway, and a bridge replacement on 
Johnston Road south of Indrio Road over 
Fort Pierce Farms Water Control District 
(FPFWCD) Canals 1 and 15.

PROJECTS IN CONSTRUCTION:

SHINN ROAD PAVEMENT RECONSTRUCTION
The pavement reconstruction for Shinn 

Road was substantially completed August 
27, with final completion expected by the 
end of September. The process involved 
“Cold-in-Place Recycling” of the existing 
road base, installation of two inches of a 
new asphalt wearing surface, and the addi-
tion of a new “safety edge” along the enti-
re five miles from Orange Avenue south to 
Midway Road. Asphalt Paving System, Inc. 
was awarded the contract in the amount of 
$3.3 million.   

PRIMA VISTA BOULEVARD at FLORESTA 
DRIVE ACCESS MANAGEMENT – PHASE 1

The county is collaborating with the City 
of Port St. Lucie for the design and con-
struction of this intersection in conjunction 
with the city’s Floresta Drive Phase 3 Im-

provement Project. Port St. Lucie awarded 
the construction to Felix Civil Construction, 
LLC in the amount of $50.89 million. The 
county’s portion for the intersection is $5.87 
million.

JOHNSTON ROAD CULVERT REPLACE-
MENTS

This project will remove and replace exi-
sting 84-inch corrugated metal pipes (CMP) 
under Johnston Road at FPFWCD Canals 16 
and 17 with reinforced concrete box culverts 
(RCBC). PRP Construction Group, LLC was 
awarded the contract in the amount of $1.4 
million. Construction is anticipated to start 
before the end of the year. A full roadway 
closure of Johnston Road will be necessary 
to allow the work to take place.  

Citizens committee updated on 
half-cent infrastructure projects

See how the Half-
Cent Infrastructure 
Surtax is helping                                    
St. Lucie County:

slchalfcent.org

Pavement reconstruction for Shinn Road, 
seen here on August 14, was among the 
recent projects presented to the Infrastruc-
ture Surtax Citizens Oversight Committee on 
September 11. Click here to watch a video 
about this project.
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Where could the half-cent sales tax help next?
Since its adoption in 2018, the Half-

Cent Infrastructure Sales Tax Initiative 
has successfully helped improve roads, 
add sidewalks, and make rivers cleaner 
across St. Lucie County. Now, the Public 
Works Department is identifying and 
prioritizing potential future projects, 
should voters elect in 2026 to continue 
this investment.

The original 10-year plan will expire 
in 2028. More than $47 million of half-
cent revenue has been invested in Coun-
ty infrastructure to date.  More than $10 
million have come from non-St. Lucie 
County residents. The local dollars were 
leveraged to also successfully award over 
$5 million in state and federal grants. 

That influx of capital has made pos-
sible the replacement of bridges over 
Taylor Creek (Keen Road) and Ten Mile 
Creek (Gordy Road). Tax revenue also 
contributed to improvements like the 
repaving of Orange Avenue from Graves 
Road to the Okeechobee County line, the 
construction of the Melville Road storm-
water treatment ponds, and the addition 
of the Oleander Avenue sidewalk from 
Midway Road to South Market Avenue, 
among other vital projects. Details about 
these and other improvements may be 
found at slchalfcent.org.

What might the future hold?

BETTER ROADS
A number of roads have been identi-

fied for repaving. The pavement manage-
ment plan that Public Works implemen-
ted this year will highlight which major 
roads should be addressed, and how to 
improve them. In addition, staff experti-
se, along with community input, will help 
prioritize local roads. 

Candidates for repaving include: An-
gle Road, Cortez Boulevard, East Midway 
Road, and Walton Road, just to name a 
few.

In addition, safety enhancements ad-

dressing structural bridge rehabilitation, 
guardrail repairs and replacement, and 
rejuvenation of chip seal and millings 
roads could benefit from the continuati-
on of the Half-Cent Infrastructure Sales 
Tax.

MORE SIDEWALKS
A sidewalk along Oleander Avenue, 

from Midway Road to Saeger Avenue, 
could be constructed with half-cent sales 
tax help. Other potential sidewalk pro-
jects include Sunrise Boulevard, from 
North Park to Edwards Road; Hartman 
Road, from State Road 70 to Orange 
Avenue; Bell Avenue, from Sunrise Bou-
levard to Oleander Avenue; and Easy 
Street, among others.

CLEANER RIVERS
Half-cent surtax revenue could ex-

pand the Sheraton Stormwater Treat-
ment Area (STA). Expected to be com-
pleted in Spring 2026, this 16-acre linear 
STA will help improve the quality of the 
water entering the Indian River Lagoon 
from the C-25 Canal. The project also 
benefits communities in the surrounding 
area, as many have little or no drainage 
or water quality infrastructure. The Ame-
rican Rescue Plan Act (ARP) and an Indi-
an River Lagoon Council grant are fun-
ding this project, but future phases could 
benefit from half-cent tax revenue.

Future phases of the Harmony 
Heights community retrofit, as well as 
stormwater improvements to Lakewood 
Park, Sunland Gardens, Sheraton Plaza, 
and the South 7th Street basin could also 
benefit from half-cent tax revenue.

Drainage culverts are an important 
piece of the county’s stormwater infra-
structure. The half-cent sales tax could 
help repair or replace pipes located on 
South 35th Street, Koblegard Road, and 
Savanna Club Boulevard, among others.

FROM TOP: The intersection of Angle Road and 39th
Street, a future sidewalk on Easy Street, and a culvert pipe 
beneath South 35th Street are a few improvements that
could benefit from future half-cent infrastructure tax revenue. 
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The St. Lucie County Board of County Commis-
sioners is partnering with the Salvation Army for 
a community food drive from Monday, Sept. 29, 
through Oct. 31.

Several St. Lucie County facilities will serve as 
donation drop-off sites for residents who want to do-
nate shelf-stable items such as canned beans, canned 
vegetables, canned fruits, rice, peanut butter, jelly, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, can openers, pasta, pasta 
sauce, dish soaps, and juices.

St. Lucie County donation sites include:

• Dorothy J. Conrad Building, 1664 S.E. Walton 
Road, Port St. Lucie, Fla. 34952
• St. Lucie County Administration Building / 
Roger Poitras Annex — 2300 Virginia Ave., Fort 
Pierce, Fla. 34982 (S. 25th Street facing / North En-
trance and S. 23rd Street / West Entrance
• Susan Broom Kilmer Branch Library, 101 
Melody Lane, Fort Pierce, Fla. 34950
• Zora Neale Hurston Branch Library, 3008 
Avenue D, Fort Pierce, Fla. 34947
• Lakewood Park Branch Library, 7605 Santa 
Barbara Drive, Fort Pierce, Fla. 34951
• Paula A. Lewis Branch Library, 2950 SW 
Rosser Blvd., Port St. Lucie, Fla. 34953
• Morningside Branch Library, 2410 SE Morn-
ingside Blvd., Port St. Lucie, Fla. 34952
• UF/IFAS Extension Office, 8400 Picos Road, 
Ste 101, Fort Pierce, Fla. 34945

All donations will directly support families in 
need right here in St. Lucie County through The Sal-
vation Army.

Celebrate 10 years of STEAM 
discovery at Indian River
Lagoon Science Festival

St. Lucie, Salvation Army 
team up for food drive

Science meets celebration at the 10th Anniversary of the Indian River Lagoon Scien-
ce Festival, happening Saturday, Oct. 25, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Veterans’ Memorial 
Park, part of the River Walk Center in downtown Fort Pierce. Since its launch, the festi-
val has welcomed thousands of visitors with interactive displays, inquiry-based learning, 
and partnerships with local organizations dedicated to advancing science and creativity 
across the Treasure Coast. This FREE day of discovery promises to be a blast for the 
whole family with more than 50 hands-on and minds-on activities exploring the won-
ders of Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math (STEAM). Join us to celebrate 
this exciting milestone with immersive exhibits, including:

For more information, click here.

• Control underwater remotely ope-
rated vehicles with the Smithsonian 
Marine Station
• Meet a life-sized humpback whale 
with FAU Harbor Branch Oceano-
graphic Institute
• Experience the “World of Away” 
Eco-Art Exhibit with the Oxbow 
Eco-Center
• Explore St. Lucie County’s Environ-
mental Resources Department’s new 
mobile Sea Turtle Education Trailer
• Observe a real beehive with Treasu-

re Coast Beekeepers Association
• Spend the day in the life of a doctor 
with Little Medical School of the Tre-
asure Coast
• Explore Fort Pierce Police Depart-
ment’s Crime Scene Investigation 
Van to learn about forensic science
• Enjoy FREE admission at the St. 
Lucie County Aquarium, located at 
420 Seaway Drive, Fort Pierce, Fla. 
34949
• Create Sunflowers and Snakes with 
St. Lucie County Public Libraries

The St. Lucie County Water Quality Division will be among the exhibitors at the Indian 
River Lagoon Science Festival on October 25.

Public Works staff have contributed about 187 pounds 
of food for the drive.
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