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House panel puts controversial pre-emption language into 
tax package
The state House tax package was amended on Thursday to add long-sought controversial language that 
would not allow local governments to ban the sale of anything subject to the state sales tax.

Supporters say it’s needed because local governments sometimes pass ordinances that hurt local businesses 
and that a statewide system is better than a “patchwork” of local regulations. Palm Coast Republican 
Representative Paul Renner is sponsoring the bill, House Bill 7087.

Business groups have long sought the language, but others said it’s a bad idea to slip the language in the 
House’s massive tax bill just one committee stop before it goes to the full House for a vote.

Others pointed to concerns that the bill would impact local regulations that ban puppy mills, or large puppy 
breeding companies whose dogs are then sold in large commercial pet stores. Several speakers from animal 
rights groups said they are concerned local restrictions on puppy mills would be impacted by the proposed 
change.

The biggest chunk of the plan is another proposal for a new $154 million funding source for the Tax Credit 
Scholarship and Gardiner Scholarship, which offer scholarships to attend private schools for qualified 
students. That new funding source would come from state sales tax revenue. 

Airports and airlines are also fighting over a provision in the plan to cut the tax airlines pay for fuel from 
4.27 cents for gallon to 2.85 cents. That funding goes into a trust fund used to pay for airport projects, a pot 
of money airports want to protect.

The bill passed its lone committee stop. It is now headed to the House floor.  Currently, there is not a Senate 
companion.

Gun, school safety bills to get first Senate hearing next Monday
The Senate next Monday will hear gun and school safety legislation filed in the wake of the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School mass shooting that left 17 dead.

The substance of the bills are not yet filed, but shell bills titled “School Safety” (SPB7026) and “Firearm 
Safety” (SPB7022) have been added to the Monday agenda of the Senate Rules Committee.

Shell bills are empty pieces of legislation that act as placeholders. When the final details of the proposals are 
hammered out, they will be added to the legislation already filed.
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House conservation funding bill advances with legal fees 
language removed
A bill that would provide $200 million in future state budgets for land conservation is on its way to the 
House floor.

House Bill 7063 cleared its final House committee stop with language removed that could have allowed 
intervening groups to be forced to pay legal fees. Audubon Florida had opposed the bill language.

The bill is backed by some environmental groups because it would provide $57 million for conservation 
programs starting in fiscal 2019-20 and increasing to $200 million by 2029.
But it was rewritten in a committee Feb. 6 to allow a judge to charge intervenors on the losing side in 
administrative law proceedings for legal fees and associated costs.

Caldwell, in arguing for the rewrite earlier this month, said case law has determined that people who were 
not the original parties in a case were not subject to sharing legal costs if they lose.
But Audubon Florida and the Florida League of Cities raised concerns about the language, stating the 
new language would have a “chilling effect” on the public’s ability to engage in challenges to government 
actions.

House Bill 7063 also would revise the state formula for doling out conservation dollars. It would divide 
funding equally among the land-buying program at the Department of Environmental Protection, the 
conservation easements program at the state agriculture department and a local parks grant program also 
administered by DEP.

The bill cleared the Appropriations Committee unanimously Thursday.

There is no Senate companion bill, and policy differences with the Senate will have to be resolved for the 
bill to pass. Senate Bill 370, which passed the Senate unanimously Jan. 31, would provide $100 million 
annually to land conservation programs through the funding formula.

House mass shooting bill includes arming school employees
A House bill assembled in response to Florida’s worst school shooting would allow trained school 
employees to become armed “marshals,” double the number of school resource officers and beef up 
mental health services. 

The most recent draft of the proposal, would also raise the age limit to buy a rifle from 18 to 21. It would 
require a three-day waiting period for purchases of all types of firearms. It will be shared with House 
members sometime Friday, but has not been given a bill number. 

There’s also language authorizing police to impose a three-day suspension of gun rights for anyone who 
was involuntarily committed for psychiatric evaluation under the state Baker Act and plans to increase 
in-school mental health resources. Under Florida’s Baker Act, people can be involuntarily committed for 
72 hours if they pose a threat to themselves or others.

Another provision calls for a ban on bump stocks, which allow weapons to rapidly spray bullets. 

The bill’s price tag comes to $400 million, which includes $263 million for school safety improvements 
and $102 million for mental health services. Those safety improvements include better security 
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equipment, training and 1,500 new school resource officers. There’s also money for the Florida 
Department of Education to monitor social media for threats. 

On Wednesday, Corcoran stated that deputizing school staff under the marshal program, as named in the 
proposal, would act as a deterrent to anyone wanting to attack a school. It would require school employees 
to undergo extensive training, a psychiatric evaluation and hold a concealed weapons permit.  The 
program would be governed by new standards adopted by the state Department of Education.

Senate President Joe Negron (R-Stuart) said he is willing to consider a program that would potentially 
deputize schoolteachers and staff after they are trained and evaluated. 

The House plan also provides money for student and faculty active shooter training. And there is a call for 
required emergency drills for active shooter and hostage situations. 

The proposed three-day waiting period to buy a weapon is expected to be contained in both Senate and 
House plans. The House plan would exempt concealed weapon permit holders and those who complete a 
16-hour Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Committee hunter safety course.

Also, included in the House plan is a statewide commission that would investigate system failures that led 
up to previous mass shootings. The panel would then make recommendations for system improvements. 
Money would also be given to the state Department of Education to monitor social media for threats of 
cyberbullying, suicide or criminal activity.

The House proposal will be scheduled to be heard next Tuesday in Committee.


