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House amends tourist tax bill to require investment studies
Despite objections from members of the tourism industry, members of the House Commerce Committee 
approved a measure that would allow for local tourist development taxes to be used for infrastructure 
projects related to tourism business activities.

Rep. Randy Fine, R-Brevard County, is sponsoring House Bill 585, which would give local tourism 
development councils the option of spending money on roads, sewers or environmental clean-up projects 
that benefit tourist attractions.

He filed the measure after his county’s tourism board refused to spend money on cleaning up the Indian 
River Lagoon, even as it spent $14.5 million on other projects, including $5 million for soccer fields.

Tourism industry groups oppose the measure, contending it would give local governments a loophole to 
spend tourist development taxes, a surcharge on hotels known as bed taxes, on expensive infrastructure 
projects only partially related to tourism.

Current law only allows bed taxes to be spent on tourism marketing, beach renourishment, convention 
centers, sports arenas, zoos, aquariums and other tourist attractions.

State Sen. Jeff Brandes, sponsoring the Senate companion has one remaining committee stop before heading 
to the Senate floor for a vote.

Scott quietly appoints controversial choice to lead state 
emergency management
Gov. Rick Scott has quietly appointed Wes Maul as state emergency management director after 
receiving criticism in September for the interim appointment.

Maul, 29, was a scheduling assistant to the governor from 2013-16, and prior to that worked at a 
mattress store in Gainesville. He was named chief of staff at the Division of Emergency Management in 
May 2016 before being appointed interim director in September.

Scott appointed Maul on Dec. 13 to be emergency management director, a position within the 
governor’s office that does not require Senate confirmation, the position pays $140,000 a year.

Proposal 95 defeated in CRC Local Government Committee
In committee on January 23rd, the amendment to Proposal 95 was debated and defeated. As a 
result, the Sponsor of the proposal, Senator Tom Lee, requested that Proposal 95 to be temporarily 
postponed. 

It was then placed on the agenda again for the CRC Local Government Committee last Friday and 
defeated by a unanimous vote of the Commission. 

If Proposal 95 was to pass the committee, it would have created a constitutional prohibition against 
any county, municipality, or special district’s regulation of any type of commerce, trade, or labor, 
unless such regulation operated exclusively within the respective entity’s own boundaries in a manner 
not prohibited by law.
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Beach restoration bill stripped of Land Acquisition funding
The Senate Appropriations Committee Wednesday unanimously approved a measure aimed to 
restore the state’s beaches after removing a funding requirement from the Land Acquisition Trust 
Fund.

Senate Bill 174 seeks to revise criteria the Department of Environmental Protection follows when 
evaluating annual funding priorities for beach management projects.

An amendment by bill sponsor Sen. Dorothy Hukill removed language that would have dedicated 
$50 million from the Land Acquisition Trust Fund for projects that repair and preserve beaches.

But that funding for beach nourishment hasn’t disappeared. Appropriations Chairman Rob 
Bradley, R-Fleming Island, pointed to $50 million for beach renourishment funding in the General 
Appropriations Act that was discussed later in the committee.

Texting while driving ban heads to House floor
Lawmakers in Tallahassee Thursday cast their vote to approve House Bill 33, which is aimed at 
making texting and driving a primary offense in Florida.

In late 2017, lawmakers introduced bills in the Senate and House that would make distracted driving 
in Florida illegal. Both bills, House Bill 33 and Senate Bill 90, have been moving swiftly through their 
respective committees.

The vote on House Bill 33 could come as early as next week, and if both bills pass they will go in 
front of the full legislative body for merger, debate and a final vote.

Long-shot fracking bill gets Senate committee hearing
Senate Bill 462 will be heard by the Senate Committee on Environmental Preservation and 
Conservation on Monday, would ban “advanced well stimulation treatment,” including hydraulic 
fracturing. Opponents of fracking say the technique poses a threat to groundwater and drinking 
water supplies. But industry representatives say the technique has been used safely for decades 
without causing harm.

House Speaker Richard Corcoran reiterated Wednesday the view of Republican House leaders: A 
ban should be temporary and must include a study of the threat of fracking in Florida. A House 
version of the fracking ban bill, House Bill 237, hasn’t been heard and some House subcommittees 
are not scheduled to meet again during the legislative session.

The House passed a bill in 2016 that would temporarily ban fracking while a study was conducted 
and regulations were developed. The Florida Department of Environmental Protection said fracking 
wasn’t specifically regulated through oil and gas drilling rules.

The Senate version of the bill has two more stops after the Monday hearing. Chairman Sen. Rob 
Bradley (R-Fleming Island) said two weeks ago that he hadn’t brought up the bill because it appeared 
to have no chance of passing the House. Last year the bill died in an appropriations subcommittee 
that he chaired.
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Bill that boosts land-buying passes Senate, faces uncertain 
future in House 
A bill providing $100 million for the Florida Forever land acquisition program unanimously passed the Senate 
on Wednesday. Senators praised Florida’s environment and called for its protection. 

Senate Bill 370, sponsored by Senator Rob Bradley (R-Fleming Island), follows 75 percent voter 
approval in 2014 of Amendment 1 providing funding for water and land conservation. 

But the bill faces a steep challenge in the House where a committee bill would establish a different 
funding formula. House Bill 7063 would provide less than $100 million in the early years before 
increasing to $200 million by 2030.

The Florida Forever program, which actually is a funding formula in state law for 10 programs, 
received $300 million annually from 1990 to 2009. But Florida Forever received $0 in the Fiscal 2017 
budget, though $10 million was provided for conservation easements (a Florida Forever program) 
through the state agriculture department.

House budget withholds money from medical marijuana 
office until agency finalizes rules
With the Florida Department of Health months behind in finalizing medical marijuana rules, the 
House approved a change to their proposed state budget to withhold $2.3 million from the state 
agency.

The change proposed by state Rep. Jason Brodeur (R-Sanford) would withhold money for all 
salaries, benefits and expenses tied to the Office of Medical Marijuana Use. It was approved with no 
discussion during the House Appropriations Committee meeting. 

Brodeur, chairman of the House Health Care Appropriations Subcommittee, said the House has 
provided enough time for the health department to implement a law that expands the state’s medical 
marijuana program.

The amendment would freeze more than $1.9 million to cover salaries and benefits for the Medical 
Marijuana office, and more than $390,000 for expenses.
 
The Joint-Chamber Administrative Procedures Committee had sent the agency 15 letters asking 
about progress on the implementation of the law. The agency did not respond to any of the letters.
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