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Sen. Joe Negron, R-Stuart, will eventually succeed Sen. Andy 
Gardiner, R-Orlando, as Senate President following an an-
nouncement from Clearwater Republican Sen. Jack Latvala 
that he will drop out of the race. 
 
Latvala, however, did not walk away from the bitterly fought 
battle for the Senate presidency empty handed, he has been 
slated to be the Chair of Senate Appropriations during Ne-
gron’s Presidency. 
 
Negron later confirmed the announcement in a press release. 
 

Negron said back in August that he had captured a majority of votes from the Senate's Republican 
caucus to become head of his chamber for 2016-18, succeeding current President Andy Gardi-
ner of Orlando. 
 
The announcement seemingly put an end to a neck-and-neck and often contentious race between 
him and Latvala. 
 
After Negron made his move, Gardiner agreed to hold a caucus of the Senate's 26 Republicans. 
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The Florida Senate rejected a map to create new Senate districts, bringing another session to an 
end in stalemate. 

A joint panel of the House and Senate earlier in the day agreed to take a vote on the House plan, 
but it failed 16-23 on the Senate floor. 

A revised map using a combination of the House-approved map and one proposed by a coalition 
suing the Legislature was considered, but Senate Chair Bill Galvano, R-Bradenton, opted to bring 
back the House-approved map instead. 

The decision on the Senate district boundaries remains the responsibility of the Court in Case No.: 
2012-ca-2842 – League of Women Voters of Florida v. Detzner. 

http://www.flgov.com/
http://www.flgov.com/meet-lieutenant-governor-carlos-lopez-cantera/
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The House Agriculture & Natural Resources Subcommittee approved HB 191 by Rep. Ray Ro-
drigues, R-Estero, which regulates an oil and gas extraction process known as “fracking” for the 
first time despite opposition from environmentalists who say the bill will hurt Florida’s water 
resources and strip power from local governments. 
 
The bill passed on a party line 9-4 vote, with Democratic lawmakers opposing the measure. 
The proposal would set up a permitting process through the Department of Environmental Pro-
tection, and companies would also have to register what chemicals they used to carry out the 
process with the state, but only after drilling has already occurred. 
 
The bill strips local government’s power to regulate fracking, but also calls for DEP to conduct 
a $1 million study on fracking’s effects. Unlike a similar bill from last session, HB 191 would 
not institute a fracking moratorium while DEP conducts the study. 
 
Business groups including the Florida Chamber of Commerce, the Associated Industries of 
Florida and the Florida Petroleum Council say the bill will help Florida’s economy. 
 
Opponents, though, said the bill was a threat to public health. 
 

F E D E R A L  U P D A T E  

The Department of Environmental Regulation told lawmakers on 
the Senate General Government Appropriations Committee Nov. 
3 that improving water quality showed that the state was making 
progress in restoring the Everglades. 

DEP Deputy Secretary Drew Bartlett said that the restoration of 
the Kissimmee River, agricultural best management practices and 
improved stormwater treatment in the Everglades agriculture area 
were behind the DEP’s success in meeting water quality goals in 
several areas around the Everglades and Lake Okeechobee. 

Bartlett said about 23 water quality stations in the Everglades exceed water quality goals now for 
phosphorus, but they are expected to meet those goals soon because of the improvements. 

But environmental advocates, like Audubon Florida Director Eric Draper said that the presenta-
tion didn’t account for the need to improve existing agricultural best management practices. 

In 2016-17, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection says it is requesting $176 million 
for Everglades restoration. Bartlett pointed to billions of dollars in additional projects he said are 
needed over the next 15 to 20 years.  Those projects include the C-44, C-43 and the Indian River 
Lagoon South.   

Please click on the picture above to view the committee meeting and presentation, which begins at 
38:18 video marker. 
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WOTUS Rule:  Tuesday, November  3rd, the Senate attempted to br ing up a bill that would 
have blocked the implementation of the Waters of the US (WOTUS) rule as it is currently written and 
require the Environmental Protection Agency and the Army Corps of Engineers to rewrite it.   
 
The Senate was three votes short of ending debate and was, therefore, unable to proceed to voting on 
the bill itself.  Senators John Cornyn (R-TX) and Joni Ernst (R-IA) then brought up a resolution of 
disapproval of WOTUS under the Congressional Review Act, which, if signed into law, would nulli-
fy the rule.  These resolutions only require 51 votes for passage, so it passed, but still requires the 
approval of the House to reach the President’s desk.   
 
However, the President has already said he will veto it. 

D E P  P R E S E N T A T I O N  O N  E V E R G L A D E S  R E S T O R A T I O N  

http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/HouseCalendar/broadcast.aspx
https://www.twitter.com/StLucieGOV?p=s
https://www.facebook.com/#!/StLucieGOV?fref=ts
https://www.youtube.com/user/SLCTV21
https://www.flsenate.gov/media/videoplayer?EventID=2443575804_2015111023

