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Why Preserve Native Plants??

South Florida long has been renowned for its abundant plant life, being the only
place in the United States where the temperate flora intermingles with the
subtropical and tropical flora of the Caribbean. With over 2,200 native and
naturalized taxa, South Florida contains over 50 percent of the plants found in the
state. Unfortunately, habitat destruction due to increased development, specimen
collecting, hydrological modifications, fire suppression, and other human activities
have severely disturbed, if not critically imperiled, many of South Florida’s
ecosystems, thus threatening many native plant species. Of approximately 1,400
kinds of plants native to South Florida, nearly 25 percent have been wiped out already, or are on the brink
of regional extinction.  
‚ For more information on native plants, please visit 

www.plantatlas.usf.edu and www.fnps.org

What is an Exotic Plant?

‚ An exotic plant is a plant that has been introduced to an area outside it's native range, either
purposefully or accidentally.

‚ An invasive exotic plant is a naturalized exotic plant that disrupts naturally occurring native plant
communities.

‚ All plants make oxygen and absorb carbon dioxide. That's good if you plan on breathing. However,
when certain plants are introduced to a new location without the factors like severe seasonal weather,
diseases or insect pests that kept them under control in their native range, they can just keep growing
and reproducing, out-competing and displacing the native plants and disrupting naturally-balanced
native plant communities. This reduction in biodiversity can impact wildlife, and alter natural
processes such as fire and water flow.

‚ For more information on exotic plants, please visit www.fleppc.org

Did you know?
In unincorporated areas of St. Lucie County, it is necessary to obtain a permit or a permit exemption before
removing any vegetation.  So, before you remove or attempt to clear any vegetation in your little part of the
world, be sure to pick up a "Vegetation Permit Application" or an "Exemption Application".  Both can be
found in the Permitting Department at 2300 Virginia Avenue.

For more information, or to have our arborist walk your site with you, please call:

St. Lucie County Environmental Resources Department
6120 Glades Cutoff Road
Ft. Pierce, Florida 34981

(772) 462-2526
Pictures courtesy of the following: www.plantatlas.usf.edu, www.sfrc.ufl.edu, www.floridata.com, and
www.biologicalresearch.com.
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