
For Ages 8-10 
 

Jr. Naturalist 
Camp 2009 

 

Explore The Wild 
Side of Nature! 

 
Monday, June 15th - Friday June 19th 

For Ages 11-13 
 

EcoKids  
Camp 2009 

 
 

Discover How to 
Green Our Planet 

 
 

Monday, July 6th—Friday, July 10th 

Camp Fee*:  $80 per camper with registration by May 15th; 
$95 per camper after May 15th*includes a t-shirt, snacks, and supplies 

 

Space is limited. Campers are required to write an essay on why they want to be 
a naturalist or eco-kid to be included in application. 

 
For more information or to receive a registration package, contact 

Jen Howard at 772-785-5842 or HowardJ@stlucieco.org 

Summer Day Camps 
at the Oxbow Eco-Center 

Camp hours:   8:30am-12:30pm (Drop off at 8am) 

5400 NE St. James Drive, Port St. Lucie, FL 34983 
1.7 miles south of Midway Rd, across from the Publix 
shopping center 

Click here for a Camp Application 



Oxbow Eco-Center 
A St. Lucie County Environmental 

Learning Center 
5400 NE St. James Drive, Port St. Lucie, FL  34983 

Phone: (772) 785-5833 * Fax: (772) 785-5834 
 

 March 4, 2009 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you for your interest in Oxbow Eco-Center’s Junior Naturalist/EcoKid Camp.  
The cost of each camp is $80. These camps are for children who show a special 
interest in the natural world and a desire to understand and care for it.  Importantly, 
these camps are academic in nature and may not be suitable for children who don’t fully 
enjoy learning about nature by getting up-close, possibly wet and muddy.  

Due to limited space, each potential camper is required to write an essay with the topic 
of, “Why I want to be a Junior Naturalist or EcoKid”. Oxbow staff will review the 
essays and select campers.  In order to be considered, registration packages must be 
received on or before May 15th.  If accepted, you will receive a registration packet 
that must be completed and returned by May 29th or you will forfeit your child’s spot in 
the camp. 

Florida’s summer climate can be taxing.  While our schedule of activities will ensure 
that campers aren’t out for long periods of time during the hottest parts of the day, 
campers should be in good health and able to walk 1 to 2 miles. 

Read the enclosed materials carefully.   If you and your child agree that this camp is 
right for him/her, please fill out and return all appropriate forms.  The following forms 
are required by May 15th:   

1. Registration form 
2. “Why I want to be an Junior Naturalist or EcoKid” Essay (100 words minimum, 2 

page maximum) 
3. Code of Conduct (to be read & signed by camper) 

Camp space is limited and payment must be made upon acceptance into camp.  Except in 
extenuating circumstances, no refunds will be granted.   

Again, thank you for your interest.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions. 

         Sincerely, 

Jen Howard 

Jen Howard 
Program Coordinator 
 



 

Oxbow Eco-Center 
A St. Lucie County Environmental Learning Center 

5400 NE St. James Drive, Port St. Lucie, FL  34983 
Phone: (772) 785-5833 * Fax: (772) 785-5834 

 
March 4, 2009 

 
Dear Jr. Naturalist/EcoKid, 
 
Thank you for your interest in camp at the Oxbow Eco-Center. Our camps are 
designed for kids who show a special interest in the natural world and a desire 
to understand it.   If you are a serious student of nature, and enjoy working 
outside, then this camp is for you!    
 
Both camps will be held at the Oxbow Eco-Center, located on 225 acres of 
forest. In the Junior Naturalist camp we will study a specific nature topic each 
day and many of the activities will take place outdoors. We plan to hike to 
different locations and learn about things like bugs, birds, mammals, plants and 
how everything in the natural world is connected.  In the EcoKids camp we will 
learn about natural resources and participate in activities that contribute to 
the health of our planet. Most of the activities will take place outdoors and we 
plan to hike as we explore topics like water conservation.   
 
Since only a small number of students may participate in each camp, we are 
asking you to write an essay with the topic of, “Why I want to be a Junior 
Naturalist or EcoKid”. Your essay should be at least 100 words and no more than 
2 pages. Please be sure to hand write your essay and use your own words.  
 
Included in this packet is a Code of Conduct form. Read this form carefully and 
think about what you read.  Sign the form only if you agree to abide by Oxbow’s 
rules.  This form is a required part of your registration.   
 
Thanks again for your interest. We look forward to meeting you! 
 

Sincerely, 
Jen Howard 

Jen Howard 

Program Coordinator



    Oxbow Eco-Center 
A St. Lucie County Environmental Learning Center 

5400 NE St. James Drive, Port St. Lucie, FL  34983 
Phone: (772) 785-5833 * Fax: (772) 785-5834 
 

 
Application Essay 

“Why I want to be a Junior Naturalist or EcoKid” 
 
The Oxbow Junior Naturalist camp is for students that want to explore the 
flora (plants) and fauna (animals) of our natural world.  The EcoKids camp is for 
students that want to study Earth’s natural resources and learn what they can 
do to contribute to a healthy planet. This is your chance to tell us why you think 
you should be a Junior Naturalist or EcoKid.  Your essay should be at least 100 
words and no more than 2 pages.  
 
Examples: 

Why I Want to Be a Junior Naturalist 
By Jen Howard 

 
I want to be a Junior Naturalist so that I can find out about plants and animals that 
live in Florida. I have lived here all my life and spend a lot of my time exploring around 
my house and in the woods next door. I remember as a little kid my mom would have to 
make me put down sticks and seeds and my dad would make sure I washed my hands 
after picking up lizards and frogs. They think I don’t do those things anymore, but I do! 
I know as a Junior Naturalist I can learn about all the things I love and maybe share 
that with other kids. I hope you will pick me to be in your camp.  
 

Why I Want to be an EcoKid 
By Jen Howard 

 
I think of myself as a normal kid. I go to school, play on my bike, and mess with my 
little sister. Most people would think that I am just like any other kid, but they would 
be wrong. I am a kid that cares about the planet. I first learned about recycling at 
school and convinced my parents to start sorting our trash. Then I saw a program on 
TV about turning off the water when we brush our teeth and now my little sister is 
conserving. When my scout troop was learning about global warming, I discovered we 
could help by turning off our appliances when we left the house.  I would like to go to 
this camp because I know I’m not a normal kid…I’m an EcoKid!  

 



    Oxbow Eco-Center 
A St. Lucie County Environmental Learning Center 

5400 NE St. James Drive, Port St. Lucie, FL  34983 
Phone: (772) 785-5833 * Fax: (772) 785-5834 

 
    

Policies & Procedures 
 
Drop-off & Pick-up 
 

 Campers may be dropped off between 8:00 a.m. & 8:30 a.m.  No arrivals 
earlier than 8:00 a.m., please.   

 
 Campers may be picked up between 12:30 p.m. & 1:00 p.m. 

 
 A $25 per 30 minutes late fee will be charged after 1:00 pm. 

 
 Children will only be permitted to travel from camp with individuals on your 

Pick-up Permission List (form attached).   
 

 All individuals unfamiliar to camp staff (even if they’re on the list) MUST show 
identification. 

 
Payment 
 

 Payment must be made upon acceptance of camper. 
 

 No refunds will be granted except in extenuating circumstances.   
 

In the event of an injury to your child 
 

 An injury report form will be filled out for all injuries.  
 

 Parents will receive a copy of this form when you pick up your child.   
 

 For injuries other than minor scrapes and bruises, parents will also be notified 
by phone 

 
Behavior 

 
 Oxbow Eco-Center reserves the right to deny access to the Jr. Naturalist 

Summer Camp for campers who show repeated lack of respect for facilities or 
staff, who are disruptive to the operation of the camp or hamper the 
enjoyment and learning of other campers. 

 
 
 



 
 

             Oxbow Eco-Center 
A St. Lucie County Environmental Learning Center 

5400 NE St. James Drive, Port St. Lucie, FL  34983 
Phone: (772) 785-5833 * Fax: (772) 785-5834 

 

Jr. Naturalist Application Form 

 

Full name of Parent/Legal Custodian/Guardian: 
 

Address: 
 

City: 
 

State: 
 

Zip Code: 
 

Home Phone: 
 

Work Phone: 
 

Alt. Phone: 
 

If you are unavailable, 
whom shall we contact in 
an emergency? 
Name: 
 
 
Name: 
 

Phone: 
 
 
Phone: 
 

Alt. Phone: 
 
 
Alt. Phone: 
 

 

Can your child swim?     Yes No 
 

Does your child have special needs?  If yes, please explain:  ____________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Full name of Camper: 

Age: 

Gender: 

T-shirt Size:  Please Circle One 
    Child’s S      Child’s M       Child’s L       Child’s XL       Adult S       Adult M       Adult L 



 

Oxbow Eco-Center 
A St. Lucie County Environmental Learning Center 

5400 NE St. James Drive, Port St. Lucie, FL  34983 
Phone: (772) 785-5833 * Fax: (772) 785-5834 

 
 
 
 

Code of Conduct 
 

All prospective campers must read, understand and sign this agreement.  
Upon completion, please return this form to the Oxbow Eco-Center. 
 
 
I, _________________________________________, agree to 
treat Oxbow property, including wildlife and plant life, Oxbow 
facilities, staff, and other campers with utmost respect while 
participating in the Jr. Naturalist Summer Camp or EcoKids Summer 
Camp.   I will not collect plant or animal life without permission.  I 
agree to follow directions, to obey all Oxbow rules, and to avoid 
behavior that is disruptive or destructive.  I agree to be on my best 
behavior and to make an effort to truly learn what it means to be a 
naturalist.  I understand that failure to follow these rules may 
result in my being removed from camp activities and/or a call to my 
parents. 
 
 
   Child’s Signature:___________________ 
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