Welcome to the
Oxbow Eco-Center

Situated on a 210-acre preserve on the MNorth
Fork of the 3t. Lucie River, the Oxbow Eco-
Center offers & rare glimpse of “the real Flonda"
— a place where geclogic hiztory and the prezent
time come alive in the canopy of the flocdplamn
forest, in the sandy soils of the scrub and pine
flacwoods, and in the primordial swamps and
ephemeral wetlands.

A St Lucte Councy Environmental Learming
Centet, the Cxbow Eco-Cenrer 15 a place where
voung and old alike can discover the myscerious
and hidden life of the forest and tiver The
preserve at the Oxbow 1z a living laboratory,
offering vear round ‘in-the-field’ opporcunites
to vouth groups, adules, and families on a
variery of nature related subjects.

Ar che Oxbow, vou can join a naturalist on

a gunded walk chrough quist garden: planted
and nurtured by Mother Nature herself, or
journey on vour own through the verdant

and wild sanctuary. In a partnership betweean
ot Lucte Councy and che Souch Flotida

Water Management Dismict, the propercy

was purchased using Environmencally
Significant Lands and Save Our Bivers funding
respectively. The land 13
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managed and preserved o
sustain it natve wildlife,
utilizing boardwalks, tradls,
bridges, and chservation
towers that allow visitors
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to fully experience nature of tw fraile

without distuptng it

The Center was constructed using ‘zreen
building rechnologies,” and 153 2 model for
sustainabilicy. Passive light design, solar panels,
recvcled and recyclable marerials were used in
the Cencer’s construction. In addition, a cistern
system captures rainfall to flush the toilets, and
the floors are made from salvaged pine trees lost
ini the 3t Johns Biver in the early logging davs.
The Oxbow reaches by example ways thar each
of us can lighren our load on the planet and
protect our precious natural resources for future

What is an Oxbow, anyway?

The term oxbow orizinated from the harness
used on 2 team of oxen to do work, bur

oxbow 15 also an ecological
describe natural twiscs and
meandering rivers, like the
many Flotida rivers. These

term used to
turns in slow
St. Lucie and
twists and turns
tesult in a broader flocdplain (water storage
and actenuation) and provide sigruficant
habitat for a vanety of birds, fish, and other

_ wildlife.
EeNeratlons to come.
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