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Two Years in Office...

It's hard to believe, but it's already been two years since you elected me to serve as your voice
on the St. Lucie County Board of Commissioners.

twenty four months ago.

building sidewalks.

In September, Commissioners approved one of the largest millage
reductions in recent history. Today, the county has a plan in place for improving roadways and
We have secured funds for a new Emergency Operations Center and Spe-
cial Needs Shelter. Recently, your Board of County Commissioners passed an ordinance encour-

So much has happened since | took office

aging conservation through Green Building Technology. We've also taken measures to preserve
St. Lucie County’s undeveloped land through the Towns, Villages and Countrysides as well as the Rural Lands Stewardship initiative. These
two ideas alone will go a long way to prevent unbridled sprawl.

Every day, your County Commissioners are working to make St. Lucie County a better place to live, work and play.
Voice, we'll take a look back at what's been accomplished, as well as a look ahead at what's
still to come. What an exciting time to be a resident of St. Lucie County! With your help,
we've accomplished a great deal, but there remains more to do. | remain honored to repre-

sent and serve you, and | thank you for giving me the opportunity to do so.
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Ease on
Down the
Road

Some neighborhoods in
District One are behind the
times with respect to drain-
age and roadways. A major
accomplishment from the
past two years is the addition
of stormwater retention and
drainage in some unincorpo-
rated communities. St. Lucie
County Road and Bridge
crews have been busy work-
ing on a drainage project in
Paradise Park. Phase one is
complete and workers are
moving on to phase two.
Commissioners approved
funding to initiate a paving
program when drainage is
complete. Crews will then
move into Harmony Heights
to begin a similar drainage
project.

The Board of County Com-
missioners also approved
millions of dollars in funding
for road and sidewalk im-
provements countywide.
Commissioner Smith is
pleased to share that work
will begin soon on Angle Road
near Westwood High School,
and plans are being drawn for
Juanita Avenue.

It's EASY Being Green! €28

We live in a fast-paced world that is growing everyday—more buildings,
more cars, more people! The big question many are asking remains:
How do we continue to grow as a society while preserving our natural
resources? The concept of green technology is a step toward solving
that dilemma. The green initiative promotes cleaner energy choices—
such as solar energy rather than fossil fuels, or hybrid cars that run par-
tially on electric instead of gasoline. It can be as simple as choosing en-
ergy-efficient light bulbs, or opening a shade during the day and shutting
off overhead lights.

Your Board of County Commissioners is jumping on the green band-
wagon. With Commissioner Smith’s leadership, in October they passed an
ordinance directing staff to write and implement policy that requires the
use of green or sustainable practices in buildings. The hope is to make
more local businesses and families aware of the concept, and to get eve-
ryone on board with the effort to conserve.

Being green can help your finances, too. Take those light bulbs, for
example—they require less energy to operate, which equates to less
money spent on your power bill. If you take that concept and apply it to
the county, that adds up to a lot of light bulbs, and a significant amount of
money saved on utilities! To find out more about green technology visit
the St. Lucie County Environmental Lands website at:
www.co.st-lucie.fl.us/erd/going_green.htm

A Walk in
the Park

Several District One parks
are in better shape today
than they were when Com-
missioner Smith took office.
Open Space park has under-
gone a facelift, with work
being completed to the pool
and bathrooms. Crews are
getting ready to begin work
on a covering for the basket-
ball courts. Paradise Park
Pool also received some at-
tention last summer, and
crews are in the process of
adding soccer fields to Lawn-
wood Stadium.

The county is also in the
process of acquiring land for
future expansion of the Lin-
coln Park Rec Center.

Community Involvement

Commissioner Smith makes the most of his time both in and
out of the office. He is currently affiliated with the following
organizations:

Lincoln Park Main Street Board Member

Literacy Launchers Board Member

Big Brothers/Big Sisters Board Member

FAU Advisory Board

FAU/Treasure Coast University Schools Board

Boys and Girls Club PR & Marketing Committee

Public School Advisory Board

St. Lucie County Schools—Mentor, Public Speaker
Executive Roundtable—Chairman

Fun Facts:

Did you know that per month, Commis-
sioner Smith spends an average of...

20 hours driving

8 hours mentoring

16 hours in Board Meetings

16 hours in Committee meetings

3 hours giving speeches

40 hours reading

3 hours at groundbreakings/dedications
12 hours reading/responding to email

He has also cast approximately 900 votes,
and has distributed more than 800 news-
letters within our community.

For additional copies of this newsletter, please visit http://www.stlucieco.gov/bocc2/comm-bios/smith.htm

and click on “District 1 Newsletter.”
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A Trip to the Capitol for Capital

It’s true for families and counties alike—when it comes to money, there never seems to be
enough. St. Lucie County leaders are struggling to come up with enough cash to tackle
& issues and complete a myriad of projects in our area. In late September, the entire Board
of County Commissioners headed to Washington, D.C. to meet with Congress about our
9 local needs. The hope was to bring our area and issues to the forefront of our representa-
‘ tives minds so that they can plead our case for federal funding. Commissioners Smith,
M Hutchinson, Craft, Lewis and Coward along with Port St. Lucie City Councilman Jack Kelly
¢ met with representatives from Mel Martinez, Bill Nelson, Alcee Hastings and Mark Foley’s

E offices to discuss water quality in the Indian River Lagoon,
# the Federal Courthouse in Ft. Pierce, Erosion Control on

South Hutchinson Island, Transit Funding and the Everglades. They also met with lead-
ers at the Federal Aviation Administration to discuss the parallel runway planned for the

St. Lucie County International Airport.
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Joe “Cuts the Mustard”

Commissioner Smith will spend his Thanksgiving Day giving back to the commu-
nity. For the third year, he’ll be volunteering with the Mustard Seed Ministries

annual Thanksgiving Feast.

This year, he’s been named Honorary Chair of the

event, which provides anyone in the community with a free Thanksgiving meal.
More than 4,000 people are expected to come to the corner of 9th and Orange Ave
to feast on turkey and all the fixin’s—and some of the meals will be delivered to
residents in assisted-living facilities and to those who are homebound. More than
600 turkeys will be roasted, and over a thousand volunteers will help serve

Thanksgiving dinner.
please call 772 466-6851. Happy Thanksgiving!

Home Sweet Home

To find out more about the event, or how you can help,

e

The dream of owning a home is out of reach for
many families in St. Lucie County. But with the
help of Habitat for Humanity and funding from
the St. Lucie County Housing Department’s SHIP
program, two local families are seeing that dream
become a reality.

Sheila Graham, a single mom and Ft. Pierce
native, and her five children had been living in a
single room at Sheila’s mother’s house. The fam-
ily now has a brand new home of their own,
which was dedicated on October 7th.

That same morning, workers broke ground on
another Habitat project in the same neighbor-
hood. Laura Jean -
Lovett and her
three children have
been living in a
FEMA trailer since
the 2004 hurri- |
canes. But soon,
they will be moving
into their own
home. The house
is expected to be
complete in fall
2007.

Ccommissioners Smith and Lewis
help welcome the Graham Family
to their new Habitat Home.
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Meeting Schedules

County Commission:
6p - 1st/3rd Tues of every month

9a - 2nd/4th Tues of every month
Administration Bldg.

3rd Floor

2300 Virginia Ave

(Comcast Cable Channel 21)

Ft. Pierce City Commission:
7p - 1st/3rd Mon of every month

City Hall
100 North US 1
(Comcast Cable Channel 27)

School Board:

6p - 2nd/4th Tues of every month
School Board Office

4204 Okeechobee Rd.

Lincoln Park Business Assoc.:
7p - 2nd Wed of every month
Willie B. Ellis Police Substation
1220 Avenue D

Important Numbers

Commissioner Joe Smith
(772) 462-1410
carins@stlucieco.gov

Ft. Pierce City Hall
(772) 460-2200

SLC School Board Office
(772) 429-3600

State Representative
Richard Machek
(772) 595-1391

State Senator
Ken Pruitt
(772) 344-1140

Governor Jeb Bush
(850) 488-7146
jeb.bush@myflorida.com

US Representative
Alcee Hastings
(202) 225-1313

US Senator
Bill Nelson
(202) 224-5274

US Senator
Mel Martinez
(202) 224-3041

The White House
(202) 456-1414

Questions or comments
about our newsletter?

Do you have an issue you’d
like for us to discuss in the
next newsletter?

Maybe an event you would
like announced to the com-
munity?

Call or email Carin:

462-1410 or
carins@stlucieco.gov
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