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20) Gopher TortoiseGopherus polyphemus

Look around, see the sandy patches before you, these are the

aprong or exit of Gopher Tortoise burrows. The gopher tortois

is a threatened species due to its selection of habitat. The high
and dry conditions found in scrub is ideal for development. This

tortoise is one of three species that resides in the US. TH
adults are a very dark brown color often reaching 15 inches
length. They have shovel like front legs used for digging thq
burrows, which can reach 40 feet in length and 10 feet in dep
The gopher tortoise is known as a keystone species, due to {
number of other animal species that depend on their burrows
shelter. It is estimated that 360 animals species depend on t

June, adult females can lay 3 to 15 eggs, eggs in Florida hav
8090 day gestation period. Like most reptiles, the temperatu
of the egg determines whether the embryo will form a male
female.

burrows for shelter and habitat. Mating occurs in April thrOUfh

Guidelines and Safety Informatipn:

Be cautious of uneven trail surfaces
Please remain on the trails.

Carry adequate drinking water.

In case of lightning, seek a low area away from
trees, fence lines and tall objects.

In case of emergency, call 911.

While hiking the trail you may encanirteals
indigenous to this area, includattjesnake
Please observe from a safe distance.
Leave all plant life intact.

Please leave site cleaner than you found it.
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Caution many plants in the Scrub have thoins!
Use at own risk.
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natural heritage, there are more than 20
seltguiding interpretive trails located
within the Natural Areas/Preserves.
Each trail describes the most common
plants, as well as significant
geographical and historical features|of
the site.
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St. Lucie County
Environmental Resources
Department
2300 Virginia Avenue
Ft. Pierce, FL 34982
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http://www.stlucieco.gov/erd/environmental_lgnds.
Site Open: Sunrise to Sunget/11)




